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The Lao government now faces the challenge of reducing the infant
mortality rate from 104 to 80 per 1,000 live births by the year 2000. Therefore, it is
necessary to identify some factors that have effect on infant mortality so more
effective intervention programs can be develop to achieve that goal.

This research uses data from the Lao National Census, 1995. The census
was conducted by the National Statistic Center, Vientiane, Lao PDR. The unit analysis
is 258 households. The results of this analysis indicate that households which consist
of high numbers of people who have little experience in childbearing (teenage
mothers), have had high numbers of births (number of living children), and low
household economic status (type of household dwelling) have high probability to have
~}'infant die.

Considering other factors such as urbanization, modernization,
educational development of people who are living in household, hygiene and
sanitation, the analysis reveals that there is no statistically significant relationship
between these indicators and the probability of infant die. However, it implies that all
of these parameters seem to have impact on the probability of death for young
children in Lao’s context. Thus, and intervention needs to focus on households in
remote and impoverished areas that have high numbers of teenage mothers which
large numbers of living children.




