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Abstract
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Childhood cancer has impact on child's quality of life. Promdting self-care
behaviors on children with cancer can promote self-care behaviors and enhance the
child's quality of life. Repeated measures design was used to examine the effects of
promoting self-care on self-care behaviors and quality of life in school-age children who
were newly diagnosed with childhood cancer during the point of time at 1-3 months, 4-6
months, and 7-12 months after the child was diagnosed with cancer.

One hundred children aged 6-15 years old who were newly diagnosed with
cancer were purposively assigned and match-paired to control (n = 50) and experiment
group (n = 50). The Self-care Behaviors of Children with Cancer Questionnaire, the
Quality of Life of Children with Cancer Questionnaire, and the Handbook of Self-care
Behaviors for Children with Cancer were used as instruments of the study. The
reliabilities of the two questionnaires were 0.84 and 0.82, respectively. The children in
control group received a regular nursing care; where as the children in experiment
group received the promoting self-care behaviors program.

The study revealed that there were statistical different between the mean score
of self-care behaviors (F = 57.58, p < 0.05) and quality of life (F = 6.70, p < 0.05) of
school-aged children between control and experiment group. Thus, continuously
promote self-care behaviors in children who were newly diagnosed with cancer can

promote self-care behaviors and enhance the child's quality of life.





