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Project Code : RMU49800386, Project Title: Influence of Type and Level of Oil, Filler,
Polypropylene, Natural Rubber and Vulcanization System on Properties of Thermoplastic
Elastomer based on Natural Rubber and Polypropylene Blends, Investigator: Dr. Charoen

Nakason, Project Period: 3 years E-mail: ncharoen@bunga.pn.psu.c.th,

Thermoplastic elastomer based polypropylene and unmodified NR and modified NR:
epoxidized natural rubber (ENR) and maleated natural rubber (MNR). Two types of blending
techniques: simple blend and dynamic vulcanization were exploited. Influence of process oil,
fillers, types of rubber and PP was investigated. TPO based on a simple blend technique of
ADS/PP blends was first prepared using three types of blend compatibilizers: PP-g-MA,
PhHRJ-PP uaz PhSP-PP. It was found that PhSP-PP with 7 wt% of PP gave the best
mechanical and dynamic properties with fine grain of co-continuous phase. It was also found
that incorporatidn paraffinic oil at 20 phr gave TPO and TPV with highest elongation at break
and set properties. Furthermore, carbon black and silica caused higher reinforcing effect in
TPVs that in TPO. The fillers at a loading level of 20 phr caused the highest strength
properties. Increasing higher loading level of filler caused inferior in mechanical and other
properties due to larger phase morphology and formation of aggregates of fillers. In the case
of TPO and TPV based on ENR/PP blends, the PhHRJ-PP at a loading level of 7 wt.% of PP
was observed as an appropriate type and concentration of blend compatibilizer. Incorporation
of paraffinic oil of 30 phr gave the material with the best overall properties. Increasing content
of process oil in the TPO or TPV caused decreasing of Tg of the rubber phase, Tm and
degree of crystallinity of the PP phase. This is attributed to diffusion of oil into rubber and PP
phase. Again, incorporation of fillers at a loading level lower than 20 phr caused reihforcing
effect of the material. In the MNR/PP TPVs, it was found that paraffinic oil at a loading level
of 30 phr caused the TPV with the highest extensibility and set properties. Increasing loading
level of oil caused more swelling of rubber domains and PP phase. Moreover,. it was found
that PP700J, MNR-10 gave the TPVs with the best overall properties. On the other hand,
increasing epoxide content caused increasing strength properties but decreasing elasticity. It
was also found that all types of TPO and TPV were recyclability. The properties of TPO was

fast deteriorated than that of the TPV with increasing number of re-process.





