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The research on Potentials and Restrictions of Rice Productions for Farmers® Security in
Pattani Province is aimed to study the project policy of the state and the process of the agricultural
policy affecting ways of life, economy and society of farmers, the farming situation, causes of
deserted farms in Pattani Province and impact of deserted farm problem, ways of life, éa_::eer
structure, income, expense and debt of the farmers at present, the rice production and the produétion
management, cost-return from farming, as well as farmers’ attitudes towards farming in different
aspects. The data derive from the in-depth interview of 50 respondents. Six open discussions in the
district level are Held for the presentation of the study results as well as idea exchanges. The
individual interview of 100 farmers each locality is conducted in 7 districts; Muang, Nongjik, Panare,
Khok Pho, Yaring, Saiburi, and Mayor, which represents total 700 respondents. The data are
analyzed by the descriptive statistics, Chi-square test, regression equation analysis, and Goal Oriented

Project Planning technique.
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The findings revéal that 90% of farmers in Pattani Province are Muslims with the average
age of 52.2 years old. Most of them are primary educated or lower. The average numbers of children
are 4.2 children in each household. The ownership of farm area is 4.5 rais in average; however, only
2.75 rais are operated by the farmers themselves. While the balance of total farm area is left for
neighbors and abandoned. The household income is 99,300 baht per year in average. The income
deriving from the agricultural sector is considered only one third of the total income. As for the
household debt, 44.3% of the households are in debt condition with the average debt amount is
56,700 baht each household.

The majority of the framers, 70.7%, grow the local rice variety. “Majanu” becomes the most
popular variety among the farmers. Most of the farmers, 87.6%, apply chemical fertilizers on their
paddy rice fields. The farmers, 98.7%, face the pest problems such as birds, rats, golden apple snail,
rice bug, etc., and 54.1% of the farmers implement the pesticides. The farmers, 68.1%, apply “Krae”
for the rice harvest while 37.6% of them apply sickles for the rice harvest. In addition, 12.0% of
farmers implement the exchange labor, which has been part of the farming practice since the old days
till the present. The outputs, 70%, are reserved for household consumption.

As for the in-season rice fields, farmers apply the pips and chemical fertilizers, which is
calculated to be the lower value than the most efficient level in term of economic. Meanwhile, the
labor force is applied higher than the most efficient level in term of economic. As for the off-season
rice fields, the pips and fuel are calculated in the lower value than the most efficient level in term of
economic. - |

In view of the cost-return analysis of in-season paddy rice, the farmers earn the profit in
terms of accounting for 5.03 baht per kilogram, and earn the profit in term of economics for 1.92 baht
per kilogram. As for the cost-return analysis of off-season paddy rice, the farmers earn the profit in
terms of accounting for 3,72 baht per kilogram, and earn the profit in term of economics for 0.99 baht
per kilogram.

Though Pattani Province is well equipped with the irrigation system in quantity aspect, the
management problem on the drainage still exists. Various projects on the development of the
potential rice production have been implemented; nevertheless, the success does not represent full
functions. The farmers’ attitudes towards the farming career are not rated in the good level in
economic and social aspects. The research team believes that if the factors affecting the farming are

not improved, more farmers would quit their career.
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In case of deserted farms during year 1981-1996, the findings reveal that the farm land had
been deserted; however, the quantity was not dominant. In 1997, the problem of deserted farms
became very prominent which the formal data were found as following. In 2005, the farm land in
Pattani Province was 323,786 rais and became deserted farms for 61,906 rais, which represented
19.12%. Nevertheless, the study via the in-depth interview which is conducted by the research team
reveals that the deserted farm area is 40.0% of the total farm land. The direct causes of deserted farms
are the better return of other economic crops, migration to work in different areas both in domestics
and abroad, flooded affected by the irrigation system and the higher level of the public road, the sales
of farm land to invertors, and the farmers’ attitudes towards the farming become worse. .The
economic, social and environmental impacts, which derive from the deserted farm problem, affect the
self-dependence of the households and communities decreasing. Eventually, the development is not
sustainable.
| For the farmers’ security in Pattani Province in the aspects of economics, social, culture, and
environment, the government actions should be implemented as details; the rice variety subsidy, the
rehabilitation of the local rice variety, the promotion of organic rice farming, and the provision of
fertilizers and tractors to the f:ommunities for the purpose of soil preparation.

The policy process and projects which relate to rice farming as well as the provincial
irrigation management require the civil sector, especially farmers to participate. The participation
covers the project principles, the area and project selection, the project implementation, and the
performance monitoring. The government sector needs to review the support of the oil palm and
rubber planting in paddy rice fields. Finally, the intellectual researches about oil palm and rubber
planting in paddy rice fields should be urgently enhanced including the implementation of project

assessment in order to judge the project continuation or the termination.





