Abstract

The purpose of tgis study was to find out about the.
prevalence of ﬁental‘health problems,_thé type of ﬁeﬁtal ﬁgalth
pfobiems, leafning problems ahd the relationship between mertal
health problems and learning problems in the students in the

!erly years of prhnary education

oL

| :he study'ﬁas:done du:ing the years 1978-19éd}oh the
study samples drawn from the fifst grade and second gradé from
4§choolé in Songkhla ﬁrovince. They were:- 153 étudents from Wat-
Kohk-Samankun School, 154 students,from B;n-haminoi School, 299
:s}udénﬁs‘from Haadyéi-Aﬁnuayvit Schooi, andx606_s:udents from

Engsiang-Samakki Municipal School.

The survey on the,meﬁtal health problems‘was done by
mreeniné questionnaires filled l;y the studgnts’ parents and 'te.a‘chers.
‘Thosé»whose questionhaires indicétedlsuspeCted mental healﬁh pro-
blems ﬁere given a complete .péychiatric examination by a psychia-
trist, learning.probléms were roughly estimated by the students'
-grades in the'finaliend cf the year éxamination.-A rough estimation
‘of the iﬁtelligence was'obtained‘by using Raven's Progressive Matrices
Test, Students whp showed poor grades in'teia:ion to their intelli-
gence eand students who ﬁere foun& to have neurologigal deficits

were given Mariamnne Frostig Developmental Test for Visual Perception.

The findings in this study indicated that the prevalenmce
rate of mental health problems varied from séhool to school. The
lowest rate was 9.3 X at Engsiang-Samakki Municipal School, and

the highest rate was 24.4 % at Wat-Kohk-Samankun School. Abeut



half of the students with mental health problems sufferred
from adjustment reaction. At a lesser extent were neuro'sis

and conduct disorder,

The prevalence of learning problems varied ftom 9.7~
21.6 2 However when the group of students who probably Txad
learning problems were included the prevalence rate rose to

15.7-34,0 %

At 2 schools it was founﬂ that the prevalence of learning
problems was signif‘icantly higher statisticaily in male students as
compared with their female counter parts. The associatioﬁ between
"mental health problems and learning problems'was also found to be

statistically significant,

The prevalence of visual perc;eption problems Qas found to have
the lowest rate of 5 Zat Haadyai-~-Amnuayvit School and the highest |
rate of 16. 7 % at Engsiang-Samakki Municipal School, It is interes-,
ting to note that about 30-50 X of the students with learning pro-

blems sufferred from visual perception pfobiené.



