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Shadow Play Music around Songkhla Lake

Asst. Prof. Surasit Sreesamuth, Ph.D.
Wasin Sriyaphai
Abstract

This research utilized the qualitative research methodology with the following
objectives. 1) to study the roles and status of shadow play music;2) to study musical
compositions of the shadow play;and 3) to study musical characteristics of shadow play. The
research area covered 8 districts of Songkhla Province, namely Hat Yai, Meaung, KuanNiang,
Ranot, Krasae Sin, Singha, Nakorn, Bang Klam, SathingPhra and 5 districts of Phatthalung
Provinces, namely KhuanKhanun, Meuang, KhaoChaison, Bang Kaeo and Pak Phayoon.
Field data were collected in 2015 to 2017 the results are as follows.

A study of roles and status of shadow play music shows the following information: 1)
Most shadow play troupes in Songkhla are located in Hat Yai and Maung districts, and in
Phatthalung are located in Meuang and KhuanKhanun districts. 2) A maximum fee charged
for one performance in Songkhla area costs 20,000 Baht, whereas in Phatthalung, the
maximum fee is 18,000 Baht. The set price is negotiable depending the number of musicians,
sound system or additional singers required by hirers. 3) The number of musicians for
shadow play troupe in Songkhla is about 12 musicians, where as in Phatthalung, there are
about 8 musicians. 4) For the income of the musicians, an Pi and a keyboard player receive
highest payment. 5) For social status,the musicians are recognized in the society and they are
able to develop themselves to become teachers in a school or as a national artiste. 6) The roles
in shadow play music consist of three aspect : role of musician, music band and music
instrument. 7) The problems in shadow play music consist of four aspects: the hirer,
audiences, shadow play master and musicians.

There are two kinds of musicians for the shadow play: regular musicians playing with
the troupe and those not attached to the troupe. Musicians of different age and skills can be
divided into three categories: experienced musician with skills equivalent to the master
musician, new generation musician and novice musician. There are three kinds of musical
band and instrument: traditional music, traditional music mixed with Western music and
computer music. As for the role of musical instruments, Tub or drum kit controls the initiation
and ending of the music, whereas the Pi or keyboard is a melody operator.

The overall musical characteristics of the shadow play music in Songkhla area strictly
follows traditional Thai music with a diverse musicalmelody. In Phatthalung, however, the
music for shadow play utilizes Western music in great extent in the performance with
uniqueness. Two kinds of music are played: the one accompanying the rite, which utilizes
mostly Thai traditional music and the other for accompanying the show featuring mostly the
current popular music. In sound setting, Mong is adjusted to ‘Re’ as well as the setting of the
Pi, which is in “Re’ notation.

The findings lead to the recommendation to be endorsed by "CARE" for the
conservation and development of shadow play music around Songkhla Lake.

Keywords: Music / Shadow Play / Songkhla Lake
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fhemsmienenantn auaiioguenveulnyefalzauniglsy iunisAnueussiliil
nstiufin AusslEiEnsdeneauuUyIgy uasAuRIRuT Y

Meyers, H. (1992: 21 - 43) laasunefiansAnyimnaunysenunsivng1dn daany
Fudufiazdosefonszurumsmeaundiner (Musicology) uazayuwenen lunisviins
AnnzinmAdeifndesiuuyvenuniine nguiiulddningjasieadosiunguil
NSANYIAUFIANANENT IYBEINGT WazTY¥eAURTINeT (Ethnomusicology) 1137
Usznounsinssilusuideiug SeainuyveausiinesndufediBninfuioya

a

FI A 2 v & ad o o o & 1 Y o v
Meauy felddnisiiudeyaninawiuduisnisndfy wardnluienisidifstoyausund
Tnsyunideyaaunsailavatensdl Wy msdmanunielilaundeya
Ugunilaunann1sidniundnsia (Observation) nstufinideanuss n1sdunivel n1sany
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