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There is imited data concerning the eftects of amputation on helistic health of Thai
amputees even though the number ol amputees has been increasing. The purpose of this
study was to investigate : 1) the understanding of role performance as perceived by Thal
amputees, 2) the degree of role clarity of That amputees, 3) the correlation between role
clarity. social support, socto-economic status, severity of disability and hohistic health of
Thai amputees, and 4) the predictive correlation between role clarity, social support,
socio-economic status, severity of disability and holistic health of Thar amputees. Eighty-
[ive amputees who requested articial imbs were recruited from Siriraj, Lerdsin and King
Mongkut hospitals and Sirnndhorn National Medical Rehabilitation and  Industrial
Rehabilitation Centre. All amputees participated n both qualitative and quantitative
study. Qualitative data was obtained by in-depth interviews. Quantitative measures
included a demographic questionnatre, o sevenity of disability scale, a social support
questionnaire and a perception of health questivnnaire.

Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation and Stepwise Multiple Regression Analysis
were use to analyze the quantitative data, The results indicate that only one factor. socio-
ceonomic status, has a positive relationship 1o the helistic health of the That amputees
in this study (P < .05). Only one tactor. socio-cconomic status., is able o predict 5.2 % ol
the variances of the holistic health (p =2 02).

| Grounded theory method was used to analyze the qualitative data. The findings

demonstrate that the amputees perceirved  themselves as beng strange,  pathetic
dependent,  different, shameful, discrimimated against, less worthy, and less able than
normal persons. The impacts ol amputation on amputees’lives are lite hmitations and 10ss
of social roles. The data demonstrated that the amputees recovered their life force by self-
encouragement and receiving encourigement from soctal support systems.

Results of the study suggest that nurses and other health care professionals need to
be more attentive to how amputees perceive thew limb loss. In order to develop amputees’
holistic health, nursing services should be developed to address three groups: amputees.
thetr families, and society,




