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‘The objective ot this study is to describe the cultural, political and socio-
cconomic context which perpetuates violence against women. to describe the
magnitude and torms of domestic violence against women and strategles women use
to cope with violence.

A cross seclional study using. socio-cultural, fermmist and social support
approach, complemented by gualitative and guantitative methods was conducted in|
1998 - 1999 in Indonesia. Duc to the assumption that violence happens in every level
of society. Tanggerang. Jakarta and Pangalengan, West Java were chosen as research
sites representing middle and lower class society, respectively. Three hundred
women who were or had been married with the age range of 15 - 64 years, werg
interviewed face to {ace by using structured guestionnatre and 20 couples. were
selected and interviewed in-depth. Six  additional key informants were  also
mterviewed in-depth. The way of women's interaction with their husbands and
men's behavior toward their wives were observed in 6 househelds.

The {indings show that the percentage of women experiencing violence by thein
mal¢ partners was 33.3 per cent. Four tvpes of violence were evident: psychological
abusc, sexual abuse, physical abuse and cconomic abuse. Violence against women
by their male partners was related to socio-cultural construction and religious
tcaching about gender, power and uncqual sexual roles, which produced high
stigmatization and blaming of the victim by society. These conditions inlluenced
wormnen’s strategies to cope with their abusive husbands.

[1 is recommended that there is a need to emphasize policies for women's rights
in the household and every social institutional level. Women should be empowered
i terms of knowledge about reproductive health and rights, and have their economic
slatus and social networks strengthened. Most importantly, Muslim religious text
should be reinterpreted and the use of gender sensitivity approach should be
encouraged in all levels of social institutions, including health care services.




