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The purposes of this research were (1) to compare the information competency of university
students with different backgrounds, and (2) to determine information competency needs for multiple
groups of students. The information competency test consisted of five components based on
information competency standards of the Association of College and Research Libraries: ACRL. The
test was translated into Thai from that developed by Kathleen Dunn, librarian of Cal Poly Pomona
University's Library and information Competency Assessment Tool by California State University
Dominguez Hill Campus. The sample of the study was 1,226 students of Rachamangala Institute of
Technology, using a multi-stage random sampiing under five fields: education, humanity, social
science, science-agriculture, and engineering. Data were analyzed through use ot frequency,
percentage, cross-tabulation, mean, standard deviation, t-test, three-way ANOVA, factor analysis,
and PNl ...s for determing needs.

The results showed that the information competency tests consisted of two factors with 3
components fell in the first one, and 2 components in the other. The first factor consisted of the
component of information access, information scope and keyword determination, and information
ethics. The second factor consisted of the component of information evaluation and information use.
The internal consistency reliability of the test was 0.72.

It was found the information competency of students in regular program was higher than
attachment program, students in 4-year curriculum had higher information competency than those in
2-year program. Students in social science field had the most information competency compared to
the others, while students in humanity had the lowest competency. First-year students had higher
information competency than second, third and fourth year students. Based on needs assessment
results, it was found that students need to be mostly developed on information use, information

scope and keyword determination, information evaluation, information access, and information ethic,

respectively.



