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THAI TELEVISION NEWS REPORTER
PAWADEE TIPHYARUG : REPRESENTATION OF TELEVISION NEWS REPORTERS IN HOLLYWOOD

FILMS AS OPPOSED TO THAT EXISTING IN THE EXPERIENCES OF THAI PROFESSIONALS.
THESIS ADVISOR : SUPAPORN PHOKAEW, 273 pp. ISBN 974-17-3788-2.

This qualitative research bases on the concept of intertexuality between Hollywood films and Thai
existing experiences. Assumingly, the working process of the television news reporters in Hollywood films is
partly based on the true story. Therefore, learning from the movies is likely to reflect the exact roles and
working procedure of the television news reporters as well as the obstacles they possibly have to encounter in
real working lives. In this study, the content analysis of four Hollywood films; “Hero", “Natural Born Killers”,

“Mad City", and “The Insider” was used to guide depth interview for collecting the experiences of Thai

television news reporters.

The study found that the real existing experiences of Thai reporters tend to have the same direction of
that occurred in Hollywood films. There are 3 major aspects as follow:

1. The structural system of television news becomes an extensive business with enormous investment
and high competition. When mass media are highly business-oriented, the working process and attitudes cf
news reporters have also been adapted into a business like. Instead of political control, media were controlied
indirectly by the economic power. To avoid problems, most of reporters do “self-censorship”. With this trend,
Thai television news reporters seem to perceive that their working process is not much being interferec.

2. Many television news stories are constructed, more or less, the meaning of reality by news reporters
and mass media. Moreover, some of those cases are adjacent to stories presented in Hollywood films.

3. Uncer the business concentration, both representations of television news reporters in Hoilywcod
films and the real existing experiences of Thai reporters demonstrate various protclems of mass media's ethic

and etiquette. These become more essential concem about the role and function of media.

To sum up, &lt these 3 aspects lead to the controversial question with the practice of television news

professionals that whether the news reporter ideology should be "occupationalism” or “professionalism’.



