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In this thesis, the researcher provides an analysis of the ethical content
of the poetical and wisdom literature of the Old Testament. The researcher
also compares the degree to which this ethical content is congruent with the
thirty moral values promoted by the Department of Religious Affairs (DRA).

In carrying out this investigation, the researcher analyzed twenty-six
ethical topics selected from seven sources. The ethical content conveyed was
extracted from the words, phrases, sentences, messages, narratives, or the
roles of characters in stories. In order to facilitate evaluation by five experts,

the researcher presented the data collected in a form allowing analysis.
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Using techniques of descriptive statistics, the researcher analyzed the
data collected in terms of frequency and percentage.

Findings are as follows:

Of the Old Testament poetical or wisdom books examined by the
researcher, the highest level of ethical content was found in the Book of
Proverbs. Next, in descending order, was the Book of Psalms followed by the
Book of the Song of Solomon with the lowest level of ethical content.

In examining the ethical contents of these Old Testament books, the
researcher determined that the most frequently used ethical content pertained
to the issue of justice. Next, in descending order, was the issue of
truthfulness. The least frequently found ethical content pertained to issues of
thrift and interpersonal relations.

In regard to the congruence of the ethical content found in the Old
Testament literature under study and the thirty moral values promoted by the
DRA, the researcher found that the ethical content most frequently found to
be congruent with the thirty moral values promoted by the DRA were
truthfulness and sincerity; patience; faithfulness and honesty; impartiality;
harmony; sacrifice; forgiveness; generosity; openness to the opinions of
others; and sympathy. Next, in descending order, were kindness; eschewing
greed: refraining from theft; generosity; and self-sacrifice.

The ethical values promoted by the DRA which were the least
congruent with the ethical values found in the Old Testament poetical and

wisdom literature under examination were the rejection of drugs or narcotics;

(7)



247074

diligence; and gratitude. The ethical values in this literature which were found
t? be incongruent with the thirty moral values promoted by the DRA at the
highest level were avoiding harming any form of life or the bodies of human
beings and animals; having feelings of shame and fear when committing bad
deeds; maintaining emotional contentment and being happy; being
meticulous; accepting change; displaying proper manners through paying
respect; asking for forgiveness; showing gratitude; asking for help and being
able to make refusals when necessary; being able to display disagreement
when appropriate; offering congratulations to others; exhibiting sympathy;

enjoying play; and being able to benefit from proper rest and relaxation.
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