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This study aims to assess the extent to which socio-cultural factors affecting gender
roles and the construction of stigma in infertile women. It is a qualitative case study of 10
purposively recruited infertile women who visited Jetanin Institute of Assisted Conception for
infertility treatment. Most of the information is obtained through in-depth interviews with these
women. However, the researcher also uses the observation technique together with a study of

life history to gather other relevant data.

The objectives of this study cover several areas. First of all, it examines the way in
which socio-cultural socialization affecting gender role expectation of the contemnorary Thai
women. Secondly, it intends to investigate processes of stigmatization amongst these infertile
wcmen. Moreover, linkages between women'’s infertility and family relationships are explored.
Lastly, the adjustment and coping ability of these women both during and after treatment are

observed.

“Stigma”, “gender role", "infertility”, "the family”, and "social adjustment” are
interrelated concepts used in this study to fully comprehend the socio-cultural constiuction of

stigma in infertile women.

Major findings are:-
1) Socialization processes play a key role in forming “self” of a person.
2) Women infertility is a reality clashes with the expected role of being a mother.
3) Infertility causes stress and conflicts in a relationship.

4) Most women normally adjust themselves to cope with the guilt of being infertile.



