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In this thesis, the researcher analyzes the expansion of industrial
product exports to Japan prior to and after the Japan-Thailand Economic
Partnership Agreement (JTEPA) came into force.

In carrying out this inquiry, the researcher adopted the method of
constant market share (CMS) analysis. As such, the researcher divided this
study into two cases: The case of export value for each type of product in
addition to the case of the total value of exports for the top ten industrial
products ranked by export value in the year 2009.

In the course of applying CMS analysis to the expansion or changes in

the export value of each industrial product, the researcher determined that four
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out of ten products were more competitive after JTEPA came into force.
These four industrial products were rubber and rubber products (HS40),
aluminum and aluminum products (HS76), iron and steel products (HS73)
and essential oils, resinoids and perfumery products, etc. (HS33).

In the second case concerning the total export value of the top ten
industrial products, the researcher found that after the coming into force of
JTEPA Thai competitiveness was reduced in comparison to the period prior
to its coming into force. Thai competitiveness was observed to show positive
results before JTEPA came into force as indicated by an increase of exports
at 988,098,691.54 US dollars, or 63.34 percent of all changes. However, in
contrast, negative results were observed after JTEPA came into force as
shown by a decrease in export value to 63,838,371.53 US dollars, or 2.26
percent of all changes in export value.

Furthermore, tariff rates were reduced or eliminated since taken to be
obstacles to Thai-Japanese trade. Nonetheless, this did not induce heightened
Thai competitiveness in the export of industrial products to Japan. This may
result from a number of factors.

Both countries have free trade agreements with many other countries,
especially the ASEAN-Japan Comprehensive Economic Partnership (AJCEP).
Moreover, the Thai business sector has not fully made use of the benefits
flowing from JTEPA. Those groups who should have benefitted from JTEPA
by virtue of being able to export larger quantities of industrial products to

Japan were not as large as they should have been. It takes quite a long time to
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develop mutual business relationships that are conducive to developing trade
partnerships.

Therefore, the researcher recommends that Thai entrepreneurs should
be better trained so that that will have an enlarged understanding of what is
required in such partnerships and, thus, able to make better use of the privileges
that are available to them. Meetings should be organized whereby the
opinions of stakeholders can be expressed and problems in and obstacles to
the performance of Thai entrepreneurs can be addressed. Special attention
should be paid to those involved with the six types of products which have

shown decreased competitiveness since JTEPA came into force.
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