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48105902 : MAJOR : SANSKRIT KEY WORD : UPANIṢADS / SUTTA-PIṬAKA / TRUTH  KAZUHIRO YAMAMOTO : A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE CONCEPT “TRUTH” IN THE UPANIṢADS AND THE SUTTA-PIṬAKA. THESIS ADVISORS : ASSOC. PROF. SAMNIANG LEURMSAI, Ph.D. AND ASST. PROF. CHIRAPAT PRAPANDVIDYA, Ph.D. 134 pp.   The purpose of this comparative study is to find out a philosophical trend underlying the Upaniṣads and the Sutta-piṭaka by analysing the concept “truth” (Skt. satya, Pāli sacca).  Admittedly, the old Upaniṣads and early Buddhism have their own philosophical backgrounds. A longing for the eternal (nitya), which is seen everywhere in the old Upaniṣads, is not irrelevant to the theistic tendency inherited from the Vedic literatures. On the other hand, early Buddhism has its origin among a new group of thinkers, called “Śramaṇas/Samaṇas,” who are mostly atheists; some are materialists or sensationalists, and some are sceptics.  However, this study concludes that, in regard to the pursuit of truth, early Buddhism is an authentic follower of the old Upaniṣads: Firstly, in both of them, “intuitive knowledge” (Skt. jñāna, Pali paññā) is a clue to the pursuit of truth. Secondly, “intuitive knowledge” is understood as “transcendental knowledge” or “universal knowledge,” namely, this knowledge is that through which this whole ephemeral world is to be understood, or that through which the whole existence of this ephemeral world is established. Thirdly, both of them speak of the destruction of the world. When this ephemeral world is completely destroyed, the true state of the world is revealed. Fourthly, ultimately the true knowledge or the true intuitive knowledge must imply “becoming.” This must be a true meaning of “way” (Skt. mārga, Pāli magga).  Besides, the Buddha is still a reformer of Indian orthodox philosophy, because his teaching brings about a great influence in the world, showing the possibility of a new philosophy through overcoming asceticism (saṃnyāsa).                                                                                    Department of Oriental Languages      Graduate School, Silpakorn University     Academic Year 2009 Student’s signature ..............................  Thesis Advisors’ signature 1. ..............................  2. ..............................   
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