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The aim of this study is to analyze functions and meanings of the word ‘day’ in Thai, based 

on Lexicase Grammar, and study Grammaticalization of the word ‘day’ in Thai. Sentential data 
consist of the word ‘day’ are collected from the S.E.A. Write award novels and T.V. news scripts. 

 
The result of the functions and meanings analysis reveals that there are seven different 

homophonous forms of ‘day’. 1) day1 meaning ‘get or obtain’ functions as a transitive verb, for 
instance, /tawn day1  tæm etian/. 2) day2 meaning ‘get or obtain’ functions as a transitive 
verb requires a verb as complement, for instance, /mækkhen day2 ano ma tuay ha sia/. 3) day3 
meaning ‘get or obtain’ functions as an intransitive verb requires a prepositional phrase as 
complement, for instance, /spratu day3 tak alek læsenlæmpat/. 4) day4 meaning ‘get or have 
an opportunity to’ functions as an extensional intransitive verb requires a verb as complement, for 
instance, /trakuntæyuakboran day4 raptay rattasamnak/ 5) day5 functions as adverb (past-
tense marker), for instance, /thanonrpnk day5  pt kantaratn tampokkati/ 6) day6 meaning 
‘able to or succeed to’ used in the sense of ‘possibility’ functions as an intransitive verb following a 
matrix verb, for instance, /troni na ta kæ panha settakit day6/. 7) day7 meaning ‘for a period 
(of time)’ function as an intransitive verb following a matrix verb and requires temporal noun phrase 
as a noun correspondence, for instance, krræk rm day
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kn n sun/ 
 
The result of Grammaticalization of the word ‘day’ in Thai reveals that there are four 

processes in Grammaticalization. It can be concluded that ‘day4’ grammaticalized from ‘day1’ through 
syntactic processes called ‘decategorialzation’ and ‘obligatorification’ and semantic process called 
‘semantic generalization’. ‘day5’ grammaticalized from ‘day4’ through syntactic processes called 
‘reanalysis’, ‘decategorialzation’ and semantic process called ‘semantic generalization’. ‘day6’ 
grammaticalized from ‘day1’ through syntactic process called ‘decategorialzation’ and semantic 
process called ‘semantic generalization’. Finally, ‘day7’ grammaticalized from ‘day6’ through 
syntactic processes called ‘reanalysis’ and semantic process called ‘semantic generalization’. 
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