Thesis Title The Analysis of the Problems
Concerning Text Reading Skills of
the Mathayom Suksa 6 Students in
the Demonstration Schools
Affiliated to the Ministry of
University Affairs in Thailand

Name Saiwaroon Wongsuwan

Degree Master of Arts (Linguistics)

Thesis Supervisory Committee ‘
Prépha Vittayarungruangsri, M.A.
Maurice M Brbughton, M.A.
Dhanan Chantrupanth, M.A.

Date of Graduation 7 August B.E. 2535 (1992)

ABSTRACT

This study was an effort to determine the problems in
English text reading skills of students at M.6 level in
demonstration schools affiliated to the Ministry of University
Affairs in Thailand. To this end all ten demonstration schonls
under the ﬁinistry were used as a selecting g¢round from which 496
students were selected - 266 from Bangkok and 230 from schools in
the provinces or 272 from science program and 224 from arts
program - to sit for an examination. The instrument used was a
test paper in English comprising passages of authentic texts to
diagnose the students’ problems in readihg, such as understanding
sentence structure, cohesion, discourse connection, vocabulary in
context and paragraph organization. There were three main areas
of language proficiency viz sentence structure, vocabulary in

context and paragraph organization.
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In evaluating the results, the participating students
were separated into two groups-science and arts and there was an
additional grouping to separate Bangkok students and students
in the provinces in each original group.

The findings from the standard scores and mean scores

were as follows :

1. Taking science and arts students both in Bangkok
and in the provinces as a whole the students’ ability was at
average level for each of the areas of difficulty.

2. The ability of science students in the three areas
of difficulty was at average level. The ability in "vocabulary
in context" and "paragraph organization" of arts students was
better than that in "sentence structure"”, albeit the achievement
of arts students in these three areas was only at average level.
There was no significant difference between mean scores gained by
science and arts students in "vocabulary in context" but in
"sentence structure"” and "paragraph organization” there was
signifiéant difference between achievements of the two groups.

3. The achievement of Bangkok students and students in
the provinces taken as groups showed ability at average level in
all three areas . of difficulty. There was no significant
difference between mean scores gained by Bangkok students and
students in the provinces in "sentence structure" but there was
significant difference between achievements of the two groups in
the areas of "vocabulary in context" and "paragraph organization”.

Each category of text reading skills showed common
areas of good achievement as weil as common problematical areas
and these common areas were apparent 1in comparison between
science’ and arts students as well as between Bangkok students

and students in the provinces .



