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ABSTRACT

Retained surgical sponge 1n noman peritoneal cavity is
not an uncommon phenomenon. Tha mechanism as to how 1T can
migrate into the intestinal lumen is still questionablg. A plece
of surgical sponge, 4 x 4 centrimetres in SEZG Was placed in each
animal. A randomized animal form eachn sSubgirGuDd wWas re-explored
at 1, 2, 3 or 4 montns and the remaininag animals were sacrificed
1t 6 months after the initial operation.  invasion of the sponge
into the intestinal lumen was shown microsconically 1n i0 out of
36 animals. Paralell statistical analysis oYy Cutler-tderer

ostimate was found to be G.5s of conaditinn probability at ©



i X
month-period. Peritoneal culture for aerobes and anaerobes 1IN
all of these ten cases showed no qrowih. rathogenasis of
invasion into the intestinal lumen is procosed as avidence of the
microscopic and macroscopic pathology.  Effects oOn other organs
namely liver, pancreas and diaphragm avre also discussed. A
pedunculated mass with mucosal covering protruding into the
lumen was detected in one animal. This mess was composed of

osseous metaplasia.





