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ABSTRACT

Natural coral, a resorbable bone grafting
material, was implanted in Wistar rats to study its
histologic response to orthodontic tooth movement.
Following +two weeks of natural coral implantation into
surgical created alveolar bone defect mesial to the
first maxillary molar, the orthodontic force was
exerted to move the first maxillary molar mesially for
three weeks. The result showed that the process of bone
remodelling after natural coral grafting did not
differ from the reaction in normal bone. This suggests
that the natural coral can be used as osseous grafting

in orthodontic treatment to augment the atrophied
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alveolar bone ridges, to maintain post—extfacted
alveolar bone, to repair alveolar cleft and to
promote the artificial eruption of permanent canine
into the <cleft defects. These will improve prognosis

»
in the orthodontic treatment.



