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Title Main Festivals and Rituals of Chinese Shrines in Trang Province
Researcher KatematuDuangmanee, Ph.D
Abstract

This paper aims to study the festivals and rituals of Chinese shrines in Thailand's Trang
Province and compare these traditions to find out the similarities and differences between them.
In addition, it intends to investigate the local identity associated with these Chinese shrines and
the maintenance of ritual practices there. This study applies qualitative methods, the data being
collected from documents and fieldwork at four main shrines, all of which are very well known
and much revered by local people, namely Tam Kong Yea Shrine, Kew Ong Yea Trang Shrine,
Chao PorMuen Ram Shrine and Kew OngTaitae HuaiY ot Shrine. The population for this research
consisted of respondents who provided the researcher with information about the shrines, withthe
sample for this study being selected using simple random sampling. This was made up of 12 shrine
managers and administrators, 16 mediums and 40 vegetarians who closely adhered to religious
doctrine and worshipped their gods regularly at a Chinese shrine.

The results of the research show that there are eight rites involved in the vegetarian
festival, and four in the festival for distributing goods (e.g. to the poor, one's ancestors and wandering
spirits). The similarities and differences between the rituals at each shrine relate to the people
concerned, places, times, the relevant practices in belief-related rituals, and the administration of
the shrines by the various Chinese ethnic groups. Moreover, the shrines' rituals have influenced
local people's lifestyle, thus shaping three facets of their local identity, i.e. their feeling of 'being
Chinese', their clothing habits and their architectural identity. As regards the maintenance of ritual
practices at the shrines, six steps should be involved. Consequently, the paper demonstrates that
Chinese Thais have apparently retained their ancestors' rituals, beliefs and faith, and that these are

set to continue being passed on from one generation to another.



