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ABSTRACT

This study focused on the issue of child labor in Yangon since Myanmar is a
developing country with nearly 33% of children aged 7 to 16 who are working as the child
laborers. In this study, the researcher treasted Street Child Labor (SCL) as a form of child
labor. Street child laborers are engaged in informal street work activities which raise issues on
their life and health.

The objectives of this research were to explain the causes of SCLs, to examine
the earning life circumstances of SCLs, to explore their heath risks, and to understand how
SCLs cope with their health risks. A qualitative ethnographic study was conducted for the
period of five months with 15 SCLs. The data were collected through in-depth interviews, key
informant interviews, snapshot interviews and observations. This study considers critical medical
anthropology as a theoretical perspective for understanding the influence of social, economic
and political factors related to the causes and health consequences of SCLs.

The results showed that children were motivated to work by themselves and/or
required to work for their family when the family isin financial crisis and at the same time
they demonstrated the survival skills to overcome their hardships. The data indicated that SCLs
suffered from deterioration in their physical, mental and social heath due to inadequate
nutrition, unhealthy environment, work-induced illness, stress and anxiety, and bad socia
dedlings. The findings concluded that bearing too much financial responsibilities and earning
through 3 Ds (dirty, dangerous and degrading) street occupations, and independent and freewheeling
lifestyles leave SCLs in a state of poor hedth. The conclusion may be that SCLs simply
neglected their health and received no medica treatment since the cost of health care in terms
of medicine, consultation and transportation fee became the significant barriers for those who
lived and struggled of their basic needs.

Results indicated that plausible recommendations are parental awareness, free,
compulsory and quality education, night school/mobile school, vocational school/apprenticeship
training, and free health care through outreach program.
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CHAPTER
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the study

One of the global issues challenging at this agethes increasing
prevalence of children leaving school and workingetirn a living for themselves
and/or for their families. Instead of being at sawhand preparing for a productive
adulthood, with the potential of better future, jfueing boys and girls are losing their
childhood. New estimates indicated that 168 millidmildren worldwide are child
laborers, making up almost 11% of the global chibghulation, 85 million children in
hazardous work (International Labor Organizatio@13). From the international
perspective, most of these child laborers are faarttie Third World countries, and
more than half of the working children are in Adia.low-income countries, nearly
one in four children participated in employmentttiesdangered their health and
development (UNICEF, 2014).

Through various sources of data, child labor reedimprevalent and
increasing in practice in MyanmaAccording to Maplecroft’s Child Labor Index,
Myanmar was listed an unexpectéti @nong 197 countries in child labor prevalence
by 2014; just ahead of Eritrea and Somalia (Bhu&al5). UNICEF's latest survey
data from a 2006 study found that nearly 33% ofdcen aged 7 to 16 had jobs in
Myanmar (Saberi, 2015). The estimate produced Ky fir child laborer in Myanmar
was 10.6 % in 2012, but in the same year, UNICEkareed that 18 % of children
aged 10 to 14 from poor families were engaged ipleyment.

It was enormous to search general information abbild labor but it was
not easy to learn it with a lot of controversiegjuaments in defining it and the forms
of child work and inconsistent data through scientarticles. In this situation,
researcher quite relied on the acknowledged org#airs and their webpages such as
UNICEF and ILO to refer the information and statst More importantly, the

particular group of street child laborers has ne¢rb prioritized as the problems in
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comparing to the children who worked in the fadsriAmong the scientific studies,
very few researchers have had interest in the expess of street child laborers
focusing on their life and problems and healthtegldassues (Johansson, 2009). More
obviously, limited anthropological study on chiltbbr has been done in the aspects of
children’s experiences. Therefore, it was plaustbléenvestigate the phenomenon of
street child labor to offer evidence for the poksimeasures in the situation of
Myanmar.

1.2 Why study Street Child Labor (SCL) in Myanmar?

International Labor Organization (ILO) states tlohild labor has long
been recognized as a significant violation of bagidd’'s rights and a substantial
barrier to the national developmeir. Myanmar, atangle of labor laws do not ban
children from work, according to Liaison Officer §vWPiyamal Pichaiwongse) from
ILO office Yangon. Moreover there is nothing clear the age at which you can start
work and the laws are not applied” (InternationatWork Times, 2015).

According to My-PEC, Myanmar was the 178th ILO memstate in 2013
to ratify the instrument for the elimination of senforms of worst child labor,
including slavery, trafficking, the use of childremarmed conflict, child prostitution
and pornography and illicit activities. Howevergtlktate has not yet ratified ILO
convention No. 138 on the minimum age for work &ad neither developed specific
programs to address the issue nor enacted a girggle of legislation to protect child
labor and ensure their well-being and developm@nt.top of that, local authorities
have neither been trained nor sensitized to theequrof child labor. In a recent study
done by My-PEC, the government representativesil @taffs and policemen
interviewed were unable to describe how the prousiof the UNCRC work or how it
translates into domestic law and enforcement.

The ultimate determinants of child labor are a clexjinteraction among
various factors acting at the different levelssgipoverty seems to be the cause of
child labor in Myanmar. In a country that was sglyrruled by a military dictatorship

for almost five decades, an inactive economy amrdleguate education system left
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many families in poverty. According to various sms, the population of Myanmar
who lived in poverty was anywhere between 26% ah8% (Cho, 2015). In pursuing
education, it has been said that Myanmar strugdgtedkeep children in school.
According to UNICEF data from 2008 to 2012, roug@0/% of children aged 6 to 10
in Myanmar attended primary school. That numbewéwer, dropped off sharply by
58% of adolescent school boys and girls in secondahool (Larson, 2014).
According to data from the 2014 census, there warestimated 4.4 million under 18
years who do not attend school in Myanmar (Intéonal Network Times, 2015).

When Myanmar began major economic and politicabrmmaé in 2011,
more factories, shops and services like restayrtgasshops and hotels opened up in
the cities, as a result, they needed a cheap &ableclabor force, irrespective of age.
Moreover, once rural livelihoods in various parté the country are further
compromised by some forms of civil disorders likgotpsts, crimes and
demonstrations to public or government, climatetdiec and natural disasters
including floods, fires and storms like Cyclone Biarin 2008, migration from rural to
urban area was proceeding on an enormous scale. ri&ny other developing
countries, incapability of government in the urb@aty has resulted in high rates of
adult unemployment with a large number of familieghg on the edge of poverty,
accelerating the children’s entry into the work®s(é&bdullah et al., 2014)

The impression of child labor was quite inferiordanncooperative by
social workers from both local and internationagamization, strongly believing its
negative impacts on future opportunities of thddren. However, child labor was
acceptable and seen as a character building-upoime societies where ‘obedience’
and ‘kind attitude’ are prized and as an educatiagtvity in the absence of formal
schooling. In addition, child’sights “the right to life, the right to be devetap the
right to be protected and the right to be incluswere not often valued in Myanmar
where families’ welfares are the priorities of dnén rather than their individual
comforts. This context in Myanmar is also a socidtural influence that adult power
requires children to pay respect to their elders.

Concern for children’s safety and protection is labgl issue since
children were subjected as the highly vulnerabtgremnts of the population. However,

some children were forced to work in the worst feraf labor such as commercial
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sexual exploitation, physically dangerous jobsettbased occupations and tasks and
illegal economic activities where violate their hamdignity and threaten their
personal development (KC, Gurung, Adhikari, & Sub@@01; Liebel, 2004). It was
also noted that child labor has the adverse effactheir health since all kinds of
activities that they were engaged in as child ladtmmsumed their energy and well-
being during their childhood.

Finding showed thahe children who work had typically more unpleasant
physical and mental health status than the chilélea go to school in the same age
group (Nanda, 2008). In poor circumstances, thensomcharacteristics of child labor
belong to financially disadvantaged children whdsedies were not properly
nourished so they were more fragile than the norchdtdren when they live under
vulnerable nature and type of work, extensive wuagkihours and risky work
environment. The younger children are involvedha tisky job for longer duration,
however, they are not aware of health hazards dabgethe nature of the job
(Gandapur et al, 2014).

According to ILO (2011), a particular Street Childbor (SCL) is a highly
concentrated form of child laborebecoming an alarming issue in the society
nowadays. Urbanization is a basic factor behind S@Vhile street children became a
growing social phenomenon, it was important to kiawether the problem was about
street children or children in employment. Manyttedm are not street children in the
strict sense since the majority of these SCLs meliame at night and provide critical
financial support for their families (Goel, Bandagrashar, Pant, & Goel, 2013yudy
also indicated that a significant number of chifdage directly affected by poverty,
tied up into any kind of vocations on the stregbdl, 2008).

As far as street children were concerned, childmemthe street” group
were relatively more dominant and younger than rtheatch “of the street”
counterparts, buthe pressures and survival strategies of children work on the
street were similar to those of “of the street”pdKombarakaran, 2004; Woan, Lin,
& Auerswald, 2013)It was also argued that the street children ciiten financially
prospered and were better off and got better hebdh their working counterparts

who live at home but give all their income to faymil
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Similar study showed that SCLs were not resilienbugh than street
living children.For example, in a comparative study conducted %@00 children by
Wright et al. (1993), they were separated into gnaups; one was comprised of street
laborers who live at home and the other group wadenup of street living children.
They were surprised to find that the street livicigildren had somewhat better
nutrition and physical health than street workirgldren (Aptekar & Stoecklin,
2014).As it would be the case, SCLs who work for theiop&amilies were not as
strong enough as children living with the peershenstreet.

Speaking of the duration of working, SC&gend increasingly their time in
the street for enough income and gradually adjustethe street than home and
became habituated with street cultures and noratseticourage them to stay on street
and not return back to the home as long as thetstupported them financially
(Pokharel, 2013)it has been found that one out of ten street dalddrers, the street
does become homeSignificantly, children who work in the streetere more
susceptible to employ in marginal and illegal waskch as begging and stealing or
pickpocketing, drug dealing and child sex work tleat children to end their lives as
criminals and victims of abuse and with great das(ge la Barra, 1998).

It is said thataboring outdoor is becoming 3 Ds job; dirty, daogesrand
degrading and also hard work because children apepsed to extreme weather,
traffic, and violent people that can inevitably &agp on both physical and
psychological health problems (Das, 2012). Howe®&| s were unlikely to utilize
health care services if they got health problemstresy were highly itinerant
(Gandapur, Shahab, & Qureshi, 2014). It is alsdfdlethat children and their family
cannot afford to treat the iliness. In the lackadéquate and reasonably priced health
facilities, this increased the burden for SCLs liseathey need to work long or do
extra work to earn more money to compensate fotrdsgment cost (Joshi, Shrestha,
Shrestha, & Vaidya, 2011)

Children who are earning from mobile street worke wbiquitous in the
major citiesof Myanmar Although there was not data on that group of clalbr, it
is estimated that the proportions arethe increase from an observational point. Also,
the state have not established laws enacted cabidr; not particularly in self-

employment and street-based work activities coratudty the children. It was also
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noted that past studies have dealt with mostlyftilmmal sector of work and most
scholars have conducted research with street ehildnot closely examined child
laborers within the context of street jobs, eveoutih the cases of SCL could be
slightly intersecting with street children investipn. Yet no inclusive and

comprehensive research has also been attempted abreet child laborers in

Myanmar.

All of that said, the researcher brings this etlapgic study which will
uncover to better understanding about street clalwbrers under the issues of
economic and political situation and also attentptkcate causes in terms of socio-
cultural and family background that define the pobMyanmar society. Intuitively,
this study was also involved to discover the comipfeof the ways children
performed on the street and in their daily acegtor social dealings in the particular
location of the city, at the certain time of theydand with specific group of people.
Ultimately, this research explored the intensitycbfidren’s experiences on different
types of activities working on the streets, heaitbblems and their coping ways.
These are the reasons why this study is of impoetamd it might also include some
plausible recommendations that might be helpfdupport a SCL to rebuild their life,
health and development.

1.3 Resear ch Objectives

1.3.1 General research objective
To study the life, work and health situations ofLS@ Yangon.

1.3.2 Specific resear ch objectives

1) To identify the family, social and cultural backgnal determining
children to be SCLs and underlying problems.

2) To examine the daily life circumstances and workoanditions of
SCLs

3) To explore the health risks of SCLs.
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4) To understand how SCLs cope with their problems lagglth in their
life.

1.4 Resear ch Questions

1.4.1 General research question
What causes SCL and how does earning in the stffeet their life, work

and health?

1.4.2 Specific resear ch questions
1) Who are the SCLs in Yangon and what cause them BCLs
2) What is a day in the life of SCLs like?

3) How does the earning life affect to their health?

4) How do they cope with their life, work and healituation
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CHAPTER I
LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Concept of child labor

It is commonly seen that children are vulneralbeak, immature and
nurturing human beings. It can be said that imnigtwf the children should be
trained deliberately through socialization procesbecome competent human beings.
Therefore, children were institutionalized by famischool and other organizations to
introduce with learning activities (Cheng, 1997ghihd this rationale, children were
sent out to work as early as possible as an opptytto learn something from the
societies.

However,the concept of child labor is not as simple andightforward as
it may appear. It is a social predicament and amdent obstructing the normal and
holistic growth of a child (ADDISU, 2008). There&rthe grave concern of child
labor was an increasing phenomenon for the todayeigosocieties. Celik (2009)
expressed the belief that once children are ecasaliyiactive and productive, they
would be involving any kind of jobs regardless d#égality, even enduring in
hazardous condition€oncluding other international bodies, SCL in thtisdy would

be defined as the followings.

What is Child?
Age 18 is the dividing line between childhood addithood according to

ILO and UNCRC so children are recognized as persodsr 18 and have the right to

special protection (International Labor Organizati2011)

What is Child labor?
According toILO, the term“child labor” is often defined as work that

deprives children of their childhood, their potahtand their dignity, and that is

harmful to physical and mental development



Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol. Univ. M.A.(Healtbctl Science) / 9

ILO convention no 138 defined three critical minimages with different
types of employment:

= Age 13 for light work.

= Age 15 for ordinary work.

= Age 18 for hazardous work

First, no person under 18 should undertake work theludes health-
threatening or hazardous activities. Second, themaim age for full time work is set
to 14 years of age for developing countries anthldher countries. In all cases full-
time work must begin only after the age of complgtcompulsory education. Third,
the minimum age for light work is set to 12 for d®ping countries and 13 in other
countries. At this age the child can do some orgineork outside of the household,
but the work has not to interfere with schoolindheTchild may also enter into
vocational training. Finally, if a child is unde2413 years of age, he or she should not
be active in the labor market, but may still undket duties within the household or
under the guidance of the parents and as a pdneafocialization process, provided
the work does not interfere with schooling or pagareat to health.

The following graphic illustration showed that adtes listed in gray

areas are considered child labor, activities int@vhreas are n¢Grimsrud, 2011)
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Table 2.1 Defining child Labor

Light work in
Full-time
Up to age 18 Light work | the home
work
in the labor | under the
Up to age 14/15 or the market; guidance of the
age of completed vocational | parents and as
Dangerous o
compulsory education or training a part of the
if higher socialization
(i higher) hazardous
process,
work _
provided the
work does not
Up to age 12/13 . _
interfere with
school or
threaten health

What is Street child labor?
According to ILO, SCL is the child who engages e tsale and service

sector economyin the least hospitable job site —the streéthose children are
categorized in the “potential worst form of chibbr”.

Through informal sectawhich are assumed to be the main harbor of child
labor in Myanmar, especially in major city Yangoine jobs or other earning activities
on the streets are readily available for the chiidifo put it simply, children who
came to the street in quest of their livelihoodstpport themselves or to take money
to their home and normally they had a base hometton to after work, are called
SCLs.

In this study, the researcher defined street cléldorers “children
performing any street earning activities which aomsidered to have violated the
children’s right and demeaned their dignity, degdvtheir childhood, denied their
education and detrimentally affected their physiatl emotional and overall well-

being and development”.
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2.2 Underlying factors of being street child labore

2.2.1 Issues related to family and family economgituation

“...The biggest problem is poverty, believe me, avett buying anything,
we don't go anywhere, we don't do anything at all (35 year old mother of a
working child)

There was a growing evidence that high concentratiochildren on the
street performing unskilled informal economic adi@s indicated a severe child
poverty rate in urban area (Kempe Ronald, 208&hough poverty is not the only
determinant of child labor, children from poor helslds are far more likely to be
engaged in child labor activities than are childiem non-poor households (Blunch
& Verner, 2001). Occasionally, families in impowséred conditions were struggling
with basic needs of survival (Mert & Kagila, 2014). In relation to difficult financial
position, children were pushed with or without f®rto make earnings for the
household paymenAccording to ILO, child labor commonly may represanound
20 per cent of the household income, and as pooiliés spend the majority of its
income on food, consequently the children’s incoraes crucial.lt was quite clear
that poverty was the main contribution to the grpxa@blem of child labor (Ali & De
Muynck, 2005; Anarfi, 1997; Nanda, 2008).

It is important to know that child laborers in Yamgare often children of
migrant parents or migrants themselves, coming famthe regions around the
country; 43% fromsomewhere else in Yangon; 35% from Ayeyarwady regdb%
from Magway region; and small unrecorded numbessnfBago region and Kachin
state (My-PEC, 2015). Nowadanere are rampant in group of poor coming from the
villages due to rapid urbanization and industraian, in looking forwards to the
better opportunitiesHowever, local authorities are not prepared for ¢heation of
formal employment opportunities. The security ofaaily’s livelihood in the rural
area can be threatened by, for example, harvdstdaiand job loss or death of an
income earner are not uncommon in the city dwellddsnder these stressed
circumstances, it is common for the children to faeshed to workforce earlier
(Johansson, 2009).
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Being a child laborer might be a result of dysfimeal family such as
parent quarrelsabuseby step parents, father’'s use of alcohol and damegilence,
including the beating of wives and children, ending miserable living conditions,
ultimately to leave home (KC et al., 2001; Melloaét 2014; Nanda, 2008; Yilmaz &
Dulgerler, 2011)In more serious but rare cases, child labor caa kesult of selfish
and irresponsible parents, for instances, paregheir children into prostitution or
bondage for financial benefit (Johansson, 2009)

The evidence also repeated that poor children wies obliged to work
in respect of single-parenthood that has risentdugeath or divorce or separation.
My-PEC (2015) noted that 7% of child workers sdidtttheir mother and 20% said
that their father had passed away. Those familiescammonly among the poorest
and especially in urban areas the woman may haweto outside the household with
the result that the children are left alone or stéty elders. For example, boys with
single mothers are more likely to work outside mley to contribute to the family
incomes.

It was a well-known knowledge that there is theatiehship between
household size and the prevalence of child laboorgmthe poor in developing
countries. A common debate is that children frongdahouseholds are more likely to
be engaged in employment than children from smaliseholds. It made sense that
parents invest less in their children’s schoolitgotigh large household sizes,
children’s educational participation and prograssc¢hool may decrease. However,
not all children in the same household are depraguahlly. Many societies send their
boys to school, not the girls and the older sildiage more likely to be sent to work
than the younger ones.

Education and occupation of the parents is anathgortant factor behind
child labor. The more education parents, partitylaothers have, the less likely they
are to let their children work (Johansson, 200®almost all cases of child labor, their
parents’ economic position was not secure becalukmveskilled and less-earned job
and the majority of both parents of these child keos was with lowest to no
education. When such parents are likely to havedmdy limited, possibly hopeless
experiences of education, they may actively disaygrof academic attainment and

ignore the importance of educatidrhe results showed that the youngest children had
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to combine work and school as the mother primatdgided for the need to worK.
those parents would have known what a great out@mueation can give, they would
have tried to keep their children in school in airgumstances (Tew & Jones, 2004).

Work often prevents many children from going tosmhComparatively,
child laborers who studied in school are unlikedypresent in class regularlyhe
study claimed that a child's working on the strietone hour lowers his school
performance by 4%. This increases lack of intetestird learning and ends up the
risk of poor academic success and finally childyait the school as they were mostly
incapable to integrate both school and work thad wecurred typically for long day
(Mert & Kadiaslu, 2014). This wasa chicken-and-egg situation.

Last, but not leastchildren who quit school trapped pre-mature labor
because of monetary constraints since they couldiffard for school fee. The study
done by My-PEC showed that grade 5 was the lastegechildren mostly could attain
so 78 % of children ending up in labor have begronted that they reached not
beyond the primary or early middle school since ¢bst of education increased at
higher gradeTherefore, lack of compulsory schooling is a coesathle factor leading
children to the street for any availability of job.

All the above mentioned push factors such as pgyveconomic needs and
income loss, adult unemployment, marital disharmopgrental education and
occupation, lack of compulsory education and academmccess, are all interrelated

each other and have rnotbe understood within a single factor.

2.2.2 Cultural factors

Social cultural influences and children’s aspimatiand desire are two
noticeable pull factors. First of all, child labmas not barely widespread at the present
day but have been common in the earlier time dineenajority of the key informants
studied by My-PEC reported their experiences olyeage working, usually in jobs
alongside their parents when the education oppibigrare rare and they were of the

belief that children earning was ‘normal’ and ‘negary’ “to help struggling parents”.
So it needs to be noted that a culture of chileilakas created in modern Myanmar,
shaping the custom of relying on children beforeytheach adulthoodiy-PEC also

indicated the fact that contributing to the famihcome and helping to pay family
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debts is a cultural trait that drives the childtenengage work, making difficult to
eliminate child labor across the country.

The study concluded by Mert & Kadgilo (2014) also said that “buying
something from the children on the streets, paymge than the worth of what is
bought and praising the child for what he/she isgl@are also behaviors that make the
streets attractive for childrenUnanimously, this was also reported by Saberi (2015
that the issue of child working were ignored acrib&scountry though Myanmar was
recently ranked first in the World Giving Index Z0thonorably with respect for being
readiness to volunteering, kindness and helpirgjramgers and giving donations. For
example, ordinary customers at teashops or restsuveould not hesitate to receive
services from the young or teenage waiters. Renditated thatemployers have
different views and stressed that they employ céildo help them meet their basic
needs (ADDISU, 2008).

Second of allmany children would want to work even if they diot have
to. Even if poverty were non-existing, some chitdsgill would like to take part in
productive work. The ILO declares that work is asential part of life, i.e. a way to
participate in society and the economy. Non-expleitvork makes children feel more
mature, independent and incorporated in societgrge. Many children find it fun to
work when the work gives them social interactionmost cases, children deliberately
went into the workforce by themselves without rerg a request or even a force by
anyone since they thought themselves as a pawnoilyf unit and willingly gave a
hand for family monetary needs. . Many childrerodielieved thatvork is the right
thing to maximize the benefits, feeling proud @frgting on their own feet and a good
way of learning something indispensable that thayid not study at school to become
acompetent and prosperous ad@ourdillon, 2006; Johansson, 2009; Liebel, 2004).

Though they did not hold the view that their wovksre reasonably proper
and pleasant and perceived the hazards and negafpeets of work on their health
and education attainment, it was not possible fiddeen unemployed when they need
to find money to pay the costs. Some narrativeegiatere picked up:

“...What working is ... learning, how to use youme& and how to deal
with people”

“....it's cool being able to help. It's a kind of . halenge”
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“If we did not work,’” they say, ‘we would live in aaonomic crisis that
would be worse than the one we are experiencingytod

‘If we earn no money, we cannot look after ourheeind we can forget
about attending school.’

‘If I will not beg, how will my mother, father amde face the hunger?

While some children were critically thinking thedrning on their own and
contribution to family income made them feel a geof self-esteem and special for
improving career prospects, some also commentedtiiesr role and status were
enhanced within the family when they earned, theyewess treated badly like beating
even if they did wrong with something (Marcus & Har, 1997). Other
characterizations of children being on the streetahy gainful vocations were due to
peer pressure, seeking adventurous outside theiroement and interesting to learn
trade deal\(Voan, Lin, & Auerswald, 2013)

2.3 The earning life of a SCL

Generally speaking, the life styles of street claldorers make SCLs to
spend all they earn or give to the family. The mgjof children’s income is used up
for daily family meal and other living costs thoutiiey have a hard time struggling to
gain a certain amount of money every day. It wa® argued that the income
successes or failures of street child laborersndftecome the center of their parents’
positive recognition or disapproval (Strehl, 201@garents put a lot of financial
responsibilities on the shoulders of their childi@md are disappointed or become
angry when their expectations are not fulfilled.il®en feel pressured and will
become more hesitant about going home after aruoessful” day of work or unless
a quota of income has been met. In other emploitadti®ns, their advanced annual
money is taken out by the parents or guardian they have been working as a
bonded labor until the contract ends.

Findings emphasized that there were some caseschiidten did not
know how much they earned from their job. In theecaf street-side teashop and
restaurant, very young children were likely to raisalate their monthly salary if they
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were absent days for illness or other matters omcally then cut some amount of
their income according to their working hours. Sochéddren also reported that they
could earn little in street-based stalls as a wotkecause such kind of informal
service works paid less to the children when theyevalready entitled to a daily meal
and accommodation as a working package (My-PEC5)201

The nature of street employment is highly likelyetxpose the hazards to
the small, young and vulnerable childréfhe common street hazards on its work
nature were like a physical environment (hot swfaa psychological environment
(street abuse, violence and exploitation), a maidiask (begging or rag picking), a
general practice (smoking, drinking and substarseg,a condition of work (excessive
hours). A crucial fact to remember is that almolstveork carry some risks but
sometimes children are not aware of their risks. &@mple, many young children
were not aware of their potential hazards when these selling things on the street
corner for long hours under extreme weather, oy tvere looking for recyclable
things at the dumpsites.

As in the discussion earlier of the backgroundawhify, SCLs are most
possible to live in slum area and have been alrgatherable because their living and
family situations were considerably poor and expose unhealthy environment,
typically in bad quality, crowded housing and p@anitation (International Labor
Organization, 2011)lt was suggested that street child laborers fretdyeuffered
from malnutrition because of poor health and eatiabits since they did not know
how to eat healthy meals, for example, they wetehealth conscious and consuming
fast and junk food and cheaper foods or foodstukésrby stalls regardless of
sanitation even if they could earn well in someeotthays According to Anarfi (1997)
getting a daily meal is one of the independentagtof street child laborers, only 8 %
of children said that they were provided mealsh®/garents and majority of them (86
%) reported they got their own food.

The researchers pointed out that street child &xrsarereoften personally
acquainted with other children in the same situmatidhere are some studies
highlighting about strong peer support system oéedt child laborersFrequently
children mentioned that they could make friendshign other children and work and

protect each other and play together during therkimg hour. Some children also
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believed that work became an opportunity to shaesaiand support each other
financially, mentally and spiritually when they wen need (Ali & De Muynck, 2005;
Johansson, 2009; Liebel, 2004).

Evidence also indicated that the dangers were migtphysical conditions
but also psychological hazards such as stress,Hongs, isolation, intimidation and
other emotional disasters (International Labor @izmtion, 2011). According to Ali
& Ali (2015), the problem of violence and abuse was quite rampéahe life of street
child laborers. Children notified that they werestreated either physically or verbally
by grownup people including guardians, family rekes, police officers and
customers. It was also suggesthdt children working long hours on the streetsllea
to many hazards including sexual, emotional andsiglay abuse, 50%, 50% and 65%,
respectively (Celik, 2009)

Children have been usually working the jobs that@wly appropriate for
the adult people. Since they were engaged in simthdf works, their psychological,
physical and social health were affected. Theegefact that children’s employment at
the childhood life is possibly harmful to their grtn and development which could
offer a future well-being in the rest of their ls&véJohansson, 2009). The following

figure showed why children are at risk.

Children’s risk is increased because they:

e Lack work experience, and may not make well-infalmelgements;

e Have a desire to perform well — children are wijlto go the extra
mile without realizing the risks;

e Learn unsafe behaviors from adults;

e Might not be carefully trained or supervised,

e Lack status and find it difficult to speak out abtheir rights; and

e Try to appear as if they understand, when actulély don’t, so as to

appear competent.

Figure 2.1 Why children are at risk (International Labor Origation, 2011)
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2.4 Health related issues of SCLs

The study done by Nanda (2008) in Delhi has higitéd that diseases
and ill-health impacts were predisposed to strdeld claborers because of their
working conditions. The researcher found that tbemmon medical problems were
ranging from the minor common cold to major injsrieaccidents, malnutrition,
diarrhea, abdominal pain, respiratory infectionkin sdiseases and mental illness
(Singh & Purohit, 2011)

The study found that unfavorable environmental doms actually led to
get sick and other health hazards for SCLs, falamses, inaccessibility to sanitation
facilities and health knowledge and care in theettof their workplace. Results also
indicated that child scavengers had to collect egsosing them to terrible weather
for lengthy time in daytime so they frequently suéfd from headache because of
intense sunlight and often caught the cold durimgfev and the rainy season because
many children could not wear the thick coats sithey did not have anything to make
warm. Similar finding also emphasized that manydehn in this line of work got
dermatological infections due to contaminating wggrms from the rubbish dump.
Another problem particularly for street vendingldlen was accidents because they
had to always escape from the polices from timén@ or sometimes they chased
suddenly to catch the buyers and probably fall dowrthe street and get injured and
unfortunately hit by the vehicle (Thapa, Ghatan&i&al, 2009).

In the case of India, the data showed that appratgly 12.6 million
children were in hazardous street employment, beimgdated their rights and
unprotected many risks, susceptible to abuse, gaptm and neglects (Nanda, 2008).
In the case of marginal jobs, rag picking, for epéanpeople felt quite reluctant to
meet with children and sometimes treated badlytd £hildren because of their dirty
and untidy appearance (Pokharel, 20E3)dings also pointed out that the child who
do rag picking were exposed to the police, junkyasthers and criminal gangs, living
in the tough life that instilled them violence aaglise and made them highly exposed
to unhealthy behaviors and lifestyles (KC et aD20

It was notable that more boys seemed to work orstifeet rather than girl
children since “the true incidence of working girteay be hidden by the nature of

their work, which tends to be less visible than therk of street boys” (Pokharel,
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2013). Evidence from India and South America of the magtet of exploitation,
oppression and child sexual abuse experienced bkingp girls is overwhelming
(Lugalla & Mbwambo, 1999)Woan, Lin, & Auerswald (2013) argued that son gi
children bargain sex for earning money in the strResearchers supported the fact
that sexual harassment and abuse cases occurrdg magrls who work in the street
and 42% of studied girls expressed their experemédirst sex encounter. As Celik
(2009) pointed out, 87.8 percent of girls working the streets had been exposed to
sexual assault. The same study concluded thatitiseirgthe study were found to be
significantly more likely to be sexually assauligden they had no formal education
and worked for more than eight hours per day.

It was also true that health risk behaviors likeokimg, drinking and
substance use were common in street child labooeloe against their hungry, stress
and pressure (Kombarakaran, 2004). Similar studydothat most of the children
were insisted by their close friend and becamecaeldito drug, alcohol and cigarettes
and desired to get supply daily in the case ofecging job (KC et al, 2001).

It was concluded that their type and intensity afrkvin the street and
unhealthy habits and risk behaviors were attribtweshany health issues and their life
styles made them to spend all they earn or givieedamily and they never worried
for health that actually might harm them in the medure (Thapa et al., 2009). The
studies have been attempted to notice some kihdz#rds from street working by the

children, according to International Labor Orgatiaa (2011) by the table 2.2.
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Table 2.2 Selected lists of common street works, hazardscandequences

Tasks Hazards Potential health consequences
Porter and Heavy loads; long hours; | Musculoskeletal problems;
transport unsanitary conditions; poor lacerations and blistering; diarrhea
access to food; long and other bacterial- and viral-based
distance from home; illnesses; nutrition deficiencies;
violence; exposure to depression; addiction;
alcohol, cigarettes, drugs | psychological harm; sexually
and adult language and | transmitted diseases
situations; sexual
exploitation
Outdoor shop | Toxic fumes and liquids; = Respiratory diseases; nausea;

work such as

vehicle repair

Scavenging;
trash and
recycling

collection

Street-corner
food sales

Street
environment in

general

acids from batteries; clutter;burns; injury from falls; cuts and
slippery floors; sharp scrapes; exhaustion; skin rashes;
objects; heavy and hearing loss

dangerous machinery; loud

noises

Sharp objects; contaminatednfectious diseases such as tetanus;
objects; moving traffic; joint and bone deformities;
vehicle exhaust; bending; | blistered hands and feet;
heavy loads; long hours; | lacerations; back injury; muscle
extreme weather; street | injury; breathing difficulties;
crimes frostbite; sunstroke and other
thermal stresses; dehydration; death
or injury from moving vehicles
Street crimes; hot surfaces; Injury from assault; heat stroke;

long hours; extreme exhaustion
weather

Exposure to violence, Physical and mental harm;

smoking, alcohol and sex = addiction
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2.5 Experience of health care and treatment

Child laborers are of the common belief that ilegas what exacerbated
them to fight their daily survival when they weraused from work and health was
what favored them to increase their effort to wand get good earnings (Ali, 2005).
Results indicated that children were very sendibldecide what made important to
their situation since they survived in life withsurfficient income but demanding
needs. As a result, this prioritization was moregyaimed and dangerous for the
consequences of their health because children alidise the money on health care
and delay to take treatmef@moah, 2014)

Though street child labor coped with their enormbealth problems, they
gradually resisted the illness as long as theyestdgnger in the street and rarely met
with the physicians and did not visit health cester clinics and sometimes were
prescribed medicines by chemists or self-medicatedl they neglected the sickness
and treated like not serious case and usual buvdd@nh everybody encounters.
Results during an interview with children mentiontbdt they kept minor cuts and
wounds with no treatment and did not recognizéehashealth issues even if the iliness
immobilized them (Woan, 2013;Amoah, 2014). Thedwihg narrations are given by
street child laborers

‘I have a special body...whenever | have a cut, ialsewithout
treatment... it healed by itself. | did not have ¢oathything to it” (13 year old boy)

“l cannot afford to stay at home for every sméfiess.... | need money to
buy food every day so | always strive to workanly rest when | am severely sick”
(17 year old girl)

Even if some children seem healthy without any pidé harms, those
little children came back to home with fatigue dethargy at the end of the day
because of the intensive nature of their work. Weleiidren got sickness, they often
faced some hurdles to receive the treatment. Raatits described that the severity of
illness and financial position were major partanaking a decision to seek medical
care but some children were decided by the patentsceive the treatment. In most
cases, they were given home-made remedy or drugystioe counter for primary cure
and gave it a wait to get better or if the illnesK continued longer than anticipated or

got worse, they might be found secondary care 805).
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With a sense of togetherness and kinship, they wakle to try to fix the
problems, conflicts and difficult situation in theown term regardless of the
consequences of their lives that were harmful &rthealth and development in the
future since they were no and limited knowledge phgsically vulnerable through
experiencing unhealthy life styles (KC et al, 200fijvas said that peers were playing
a role in care seeking behaviors but insufficiembwledge on signs and symptoms
frequently happened to wrong diagnosis to theenids and incorrectly treated with
their leftover medicines which they got healed fioeir illness. This innocent but
uninformed practices of sharing drugs greatly egdeed for the children during their
illness to make them worsen with the diseases fersirom more side effects
(Amoah, 2014).

As noted earlier, children who work on the streegifiently reported about
the receipt from not any to inadequate medicaltimeat when they were not well.
Particularly, children informed that they facedfidiflties in monetary term to utilize
the medical treatment. If they were not feelingIwiley chose to see a local doctor
who could be paid nothing or a minimal service feekealed by themselves. When it
was time to go to a specialist, they were necessabprrow the money (Ali and De
Muynck, 2005).It was concluded that health expenditures, poorakatass, inferior
status, discrimination of health provider, doubtsmrvice and remoteness to health
facilities and limited time to get treated (longitveg time at clinic) due to absent
from work were all barriers for disease therapy aneferences for local healing or
own remedy (Woan, 2013; Ali, 2005; Nanda, 2008).
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2.6 Conceptual framework

Structural causes (Macro)
. Social and economic forces

- Cultural influences
- Violation of child’s right

Critical Meglical Anthropology| ) I

Family level causes (Micro)
- Family economy —_—
. Parental factors
» Children desire

Health '
Earning life of a SCL
- Physical health risks Survival skills
- Mental health risks « . | I di
. Social health risks ) ours. an .1nc0me
- Risk behaviors ’ Ev’qumg lltfie?_stt_yles
- Health care and treatment S

Figure 2.2 Conceptual framework

2.7 Theoretical perspective

2.7.1 Critical Medical Anthropology (CMA)

Medical anthropology, in critical perspectives edp$ that social
inequality and power are primary determinants odltheand health care. CMA,
therefore, reinforces societal needs for the optidistribution of health resources.
From the standpoint of CMA, health can be definedecess to and control over the
basic material and nonmaterial resources thatisuatel promote life at a high level
of satisfaction CMA examines health issues within the contexteatompassing
political and economic forces that pattern humdatienships, shape social behaviors,
condition collective experiences, reorder localleges and situate cultural meanings
(Baer, Singer, & Susser, 2003).
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CMA also emphasizes on understanding how healtihaduced by social
structures, organizations and the economic andigadliprocesses. It was imperative
to identify how economic and political processegehthe impacts on health and well-
being resulting from distribution of health res@s@nd services and determinants of
societal conditions. It would be fair to say thaalh resources were not equally
accessible to people from all walks of life. Ba#icathe health risk of particular
groups of unfortunate people with disadvantaged|ewted, impoverished conditions
were affected access to health resources and kihdeeir lives through the political
power of biomedicine ((Winkelman, 2008)).

CMA challenges the political power of biomedicirmt enables defining
poor health status as individual responsibilityn@fec, personal, moral) and deny the
reality of social causes in inequality then CMA posed to moderate the biomedical
power that perpetuate class-determined dispaiiidsealth and fail to address the
conflicts and dysfunctions in institutional strues that affect health through
inequality and discrimination (Winkelman, 2008).

CMA seeks to understand the social origin of afledise because CMA
views disease a social as well as a biological ywbdince disease etiologies are
instrumental in bringing political, economic, sdcstructural and environmental
conditions in all societies. Disease in this apphogs seen as both biological and
social, and the critical analysis is meant to diecothe relationship between the
biological and social roots of the diseaRudolf Virchow argued that the material
conditions of people’s daily life at work, at honagd in the larger society constituted
significant factors contributing to their diseas@sl ailments. Thus, he concluded that
“the improvement of medicine would eventually prajolife, but improvement of
social conditions could achieve this result evenrencapidly and successfully”
(Winkelman, 2008).

CMA also emphasizes a world systems perspectiveufaterstanding
factors affecting health both within and outside trealth care system. This included
addressing the relationship of broader societablatgcal and political trends to
medical care and how power and resources affecithheaross different levels
(Winkelman, 2008).
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As aforementionedfrom the standpoint of CMA in examining the hbalt
problems and life conditions of street child lalver¢hese could not be simply seen as
medical problems with established clinical solusiobut societal problems with
complex cultural dimensions. Their health condi@ne generally not directly caused
by biology (genetics, viruses, or bacteria) buheatby the effects of individual and
collective cultural behaviorsThis approach provides language and evidence to
communicate about power dynamics and consequeotgnpates political and social

change for a vulnerable group.

2.7.2 Theoretical application

Child labor is an important aspect of social andneenic reality. It is a
manifestation of structural problems of povertymily collapse, and violation of
children’s right. The main concern is basically thied of work children are doing,
some of which is dangerous, and may cause phyar@hlpsychological damages or
may even threaten the child’s life. Children argaaged in child labor for a variety of
reasons, from the result of poverty to childrerignodesire (ADDISU, 2008). The
topic of child labor has been investigated to ustderd its nature and extent from
some perspectives to empirical ways in the inteoéghe intensity on its different
practices (Abbasi, 2013).

Through investigating the root problems determinaigid laborers and
their lives and predicaments of working situatioms;ould not be explained only at
the individual and family level because laboringsme the family keeps children
away from parents’ sight and reaching for protecfimm risks and that is about the
issues of power, inequality, oppression, explatativhich can be explained by social
structure, economic and political processes. Is tegard, it is important to study
street child laborers from critical perspectivenredical anthropology to understand
how their life and health situations, both of whiate deeply rooted in underlying
causes of poverty and ultimately in social and walt background and political
situations.

CMA provides a concept for analyzing macro-microreections.On a
micro and macro level, examining street child l&srcan include exploring how

children live and work under conditions that vieldttheir human dignity and
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threatened their personal development. Howeveratheunt they earned are very low
that children have to often make difficult choiosgh their limited resources, for
example, this often includes buying cheaper, ladgsittous and unclean food over
more expensive but more healthy food. The inabibtgonsume adequate necessities
including food and often safe and sufficient wdesad to greater health problems,
such as malnutrition, or diarrhea. This scenarimatestrates how health problems on
a micro-level may occur as a result of earning @aorpcircumstances, which is a
macro-level problem, since the government in theeabe of policy on protection of
child labor to ensure well-being and developmentcloifdren. Health care among
street child laborers demonstrates ways in whichAC&kplores both macro and
micro-level impacts of health and can be usefglaming a holistic understanding of a
particular problem.

Child laborers are likely to be cheap, expendaduel highly disorganized
laborers on the street, taking odd jobs as theyfmaminimal pay and without health
benefits or occupational safety protectionsrom CMA stance, economic
circumstances of health and disease, which is #akéma clear understanding of the
needs and voices of street child laborers, vuldersdgment of the population would
be counted. The approach of CMA advocates assestarnthe street child laborers and
their families who struggle to address medical s through challenging the
biomedical establishment and capitalist medicine.

In the face of the continuing and increasing indiguaconfronted
nowadays, the significance of fieldwork to reach thild laborers who were barely
access to public institutions and activist approtacthis fieldwork, which may assist
in addressing their needs, becomes more fundamailhtidle time.For this research,
CMA will make better sense dahe life events, problems of marginality and health
experiences of street child laborers throwggitial level which is creating the social
environments which contributes to the social shgmh children’s experience, the
social construction of children’s life, and the isbgroduction of potential life risks

and health issues and their coping ways to problems
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CHAPTER 11
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 Research Design

Nearly one year ago, | spend my time in the staedtactive observing the
children who work on the streets of Yangon. My waskstudying that particular
children to see their reality of life survival frostreet earning. | called them “Street
Child Laborers (SCLs)” in this study. | visited eyehere | know that SCLs will exist
and meet some new SCLs. After a little bit of tipeziod, | felt more confident to start
my recruitment process for the current study. mfthe months, | spent hours with the
children, their peers, employers, family memberad eother people in their
surrounding and collected data while they were wagyland playing, indeed earning
their lives on the streets.

The causes and consequences of street child ladrerquite complex. It is
important to understand that different types anduneaof street work and the
experiences of children in performing their daityiaties and the problems and health
related predicaments cannot be oversimplifieds tammonly said that poverty breeds
child labor but child labor practices are also cdesably related with socio-cultural
traditions as well as narrow educational opportesitThe life circumstances of street
child laborers could not be simply explained anéch& dive deeper to understand
their problems. It is ultimately a violation of dhien rights in terms of childhood,
education, health and social protection.

With practical considerations, there is a particulaed to get inside the
unique culture of street child laborers to underdtaow the world actually appears to
them. It is also said that children are the best iamportant sources of information
about themselves to provide the knowledge of sdanathoroughly (Docherty &
Sandelowski, 1999). Therefore, this research wdugd more compatible to see
gualitatively the earning life of street child labos based on their working

experiences. To gain the richest data aboutifitv@nd problems of child laborers on
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different nature and type of street wptkis study set out “ethnography” as the prime
research approach. To meet the research objecthestrength of long and in-depth

nature of ethnography allowed the researcher tawtnthe study on the basis of a
good rapport with street child laborers to get demange of data from street child

laborers (Cheng, 1997).

3.2 Resear ch setting

Yangon was selected as the study area becausehi isiost developed
city of all state and regions in Myanmar and alsolargest economic and trading hub.
As a result of democratic transformation in 201ldme changes in economic policy
created moréoreign investments and also people are comingqtbjbbs from rural to
urban or/and urban to urban, making Yangon inccegsgpulation. Being a diverse
and cosmopolitan urban setting with many econorotwviies predominantly taking
place Yangon represented a destination area for childré&ak from all areas around
the country. Itinerant street-based work was higidpular and complex among child
laborers and an enormous number of those childe¥e seen everywhere in Yangon.

At a quick glance along Yangon’s streets, the nigjaf SCLs roamed
around to sell things in different directions cingsafter people into moving vehicles
and bargaining at the top of their voices to petsuaustomers to buy their items.
Another group of SCLs earn livelihood at the roategeashop with the full jumbles
of plastic tables and chairs to give services &disstomers. Also, it is not unusual to
encounter with children who are begging at anyesto®rner, from younger ones to
older ones who even carry another baby to make lpeempted to donate them
money. Some children were looking for recycled fdasand bottles in the garbage
bins and dumps for their daily survival and othesasn life from the causal manual
jobs at either inner or outskirts of the city. Téfere, this geographical location
allowed the researcher a wide base of possibl@nelgnts and their daily experiences
from which relevant data can be gathered.

According to systematic observation of the knoweaarwhere street child

laborers congregate and undertake their earnimgtaes, that made the study possible
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to cover more than one geographical area. Therefore market place, one teashop,
two public transport places (boat way and rail wapd one industrial zone were
selected purposively as the research locationsef@uay different locations was not
intended only for differences in street work adids but also to bring up the

workplace backgrounds in which issues may be alilane form and vary in another.

3.2.1 Dalaferry terminusand its street child laborers

The first location is Dala jetty which is very casged through river
transport. The bus gates near the ferry termintasbusiest and most lively part of
the town with travelers and motorbike carriers otigg, middle, old aged men. The
fact of being common occupation for them is thegtfsome work with their own bike
while some are hired and some are buying it withhlpayment installment. Since it is
a key public area and motorbike is so much poptllase days, taking traditional
trishaw (slow vehicle) rather. Smaller boats cartrtered for commuters in a hurry.
At both sides, there is each of a small ticketirsglloom and passenger waiting hall.
While people are crowded there, there is a chighbe who comes and begs daily.

Like other common public transport stations, thearard women rushing
to catch the ferry while different types of vendigither fixed stalls or mobile vendors
along the road were busy with their deals. Aparirfithat it was also not uncommon
to come across some beggars (mostly old persorbaskkrs), and sometimes small
gambling groups (playing money games such as cadice or board games on the
sidewalks and also tons of public transport agetis are searching the passengers to
make sure as many itineraries as possible sincet ofoshe trips are adjacent
townships with only 2 or 3 hour driving time. Aneth highlighted observed
occupation is being porter, adult porters are lggadpointed and some are working as
an odd job. Among these laborers, some of themmadele-aged certified labor but
not a very few porters are children.

Recently it also became a sort of touristy placarasutskirt which is next
to Yangon so it is so accessible for the foreignenmake a half-day trip. Early in the
morning, at about 5 am, the ferry pushes off froedafor the first time. It will make
the journey 45 times which were going back andhfdrom Pansodan (Yangon

downtown) to Dala (peri-urban) area, with differ@miervals, 5 minutes, 15 minutes,
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20 minutes and 30 minutes respectively, until 60 There are 3 boats (Cherry 1, 2
and 3 - the name of boat and its numbers) but vdyof them are operated daily and
one of them is alternatively given a day pause.

With the maximum capacity of 2000 people on the rmat with two
storeys, funded by JICA, it was a place for a Ibvendors who vary in terms of
genders and age and sell different sorts of iteora imobile sim cards to fruit snacks.
Since almost all of them live just at that towrisitjuite accessible to come to the boat
by taking the bike and sell things. The particMandors are the ones who are selling
boiled eggs. There are roughly 20 egg vendors famrf boats daily, sometimes more
than that. Among all vendors, it was not uncomnmmeet some child laborers. The
development of social networks and the assuranckitf capital loans and “sell and
pay later” system may encourage people of any agautsue vending eggs on the
boats. However, people choose eggs as an optiteral depending on purchasing
prices and amount of capital and financial loareasibility.

In the study, the researcher recruited one begya®, manual loading
labor, two vendors, and two porters who come froenitnmediate vicinity of the town

to earn near the ticket counter, the jetty lane@néerry boat.

Figure 3.1 Boat arrival at Dala ferry terminus (Research sgtfi)
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3.2.2 Train station and its street child laborers

The second location the researcher chose is Raitatyon which is the
British built train line that connects Yangon Cahtstation with inner city suburbs,
impoverished towns and semi- country villages itorrg loop with major stations.
After some of upgrading the train transport systefmecame popular as a place of
touristy and more attractive to the local commuterase heavily as an affordable and
convenient public transport than road bus transport

The service hours are from 3:45 am to 10:15 pmydaid the services
were very crowded and passengers have to stanaigdudsh hour while some
carriages were almost deserted in the day time wihenrips are for the semi-urban
areas. Trains are going clockwise and anticlockvasel 2 types of trains are
intermittently operated, one is old-fashion butewed train and the other one is
modern air-conditioned train. There are 7 platformish small ticket office and
passengers waiting seats on the platform.

By tradition there are a lot of platform vendorsontop from one station
to another to sell things on the train. This madue train station lively and crowded.
Apart from central station, there are also foodlss&ong other stations. At the central
train station, however, vendors are more than atherostations and the large
(probably two third) proportion of vendors sell rihing water but some also sell
sunflower snacks, tissues, fruit jam snacks, bdtelwing packs and cigarettes.
Therefore, the supply of water bottles is high siticere were more than 10 water
sellers than other sellers because they can iovigta few amount of money but can
increase the profit. However some people try tbatber items since they do not want
to overlap things and compete each other even thtlgy need to invest more. In
summer, more people sell water though their seiliagns are not fixed and so much
depend on seasons and the amount they are alpbeetst.iFrom morning around 7 am
to evening 5 or 6 pm, a lot of vendors includingldren can also be seen, selling,
walking, chatting and playing on the platforms ehtral train station.

In one major train station, there was an area meduhand-made wares
and its street child vendor$his area is located in North Okkalapa Township af
downtown Yangon. Most of the families made wooders cages, brooms and

brushes and let the poor household vending thrdagh now-and-pay later” their
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products. Therefore, more and more people got twgordunities to take them
downtown to sell. This also made some childrencthence to earn earlier when their
families were in financial problems. Some quit sthwhile some earn after school
and during holiday. Among the different productsildren went out with bird cages
for sale. Children ride the rails to havedhouses for sale. The boys and girls pile on
to the train, loading their wares under the semdisthen using the carriage.
Through the context of train station, two child gers on the platform

(one girl vending drinking water bottles at centsétion and one boy vending ice
candy stick at another station) and two streetdcténdors and one trishaw driving
child (trishaw is a sort of slow vehicle but themooon mode of transportation in

Myanmar) at one of another main station.

Figure 3.2 Yangon central train station (Research setting 2)

3.2.3Industrial zone and its street child laborer

The reason why one more industrial zone for palgic SCL is quite
unique which is related to poverty, appearing gguaettlement and the prevalence of
child labor through construction sites and facwri€irst of all, the internal migrant
workers from both the rural and urban areas ofeeitearby or far from Yangon

cannot afford to buy land and house as they deeaot enough, so they have to rent
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rooms. In addition, due to the rising prices of $muental and goods, lack of
accommodation, daily commuting difficulty, and fsome economic opportunities
they started building small temporary tents neadnystruction sites or factories.
Dagon Myo Thit - Seik Kan (harbor) township is retgd as one of the
industrial zone, appears temporary tent for migramt the illegal area (invaded land).
That place is illegal squatter settlement with 150@seholds. That area has existed
since a long time ago but scattered all over tlaeel5 years ago, some household
moved to that place and accommodated here and ttnerefore slowly many houses
occupied and established as 93 squatter. In theeguanost of the family members
worked as laborers at the stone/brick/sand whdaesiald alongside the rivers.
Although the work nature is obviously hard, all m&omen and children came to
earn either by carrying stones or refilling thertoibaskets and lifting and putting on
the shoulders of the ones who carry to unload feoship at a jetty port. At the same
township again, some children also earned througking recycled things from the
streets behind the houses and garbage dumps. Reooontext of peri-urban and slum

area, two SCLs (rag picking child and pebble cagyshild) was chosen for the study.

Figure 3.3 Workers carry baskets filled with pebbles whileaatding from a ship at a
jetty port in Yuzana (Research setting 3)
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3.2.4 A whole sale marketplace and its street child laborer

The market is just outside of Yangon's downtownisTé a big wholesale
market of vegetables, fruits, flowers, fish and ajier grocery items which are
transported from all different part of Myanmar. Badly the working hour is both day
and night but night is more dynamic, busy and credvdnd full of buying and selling
with coming and going of vehicles from all over thkaces. Inside the market, the
daily routine of worker carrying heavy bags and d®»f various groceries on their
shoulders or by trolleys, arranging things and ilegdand unloading the items from
the trucks, were employed at different shops andayy and veggie stalls. Since most
of the items are fruits and vegetables and thendga is poor, the lanes between the
rows of shops are quite wet in these rainy daysmeasdsy with throwing things and
lots of perishable rubbish and mud and people mhdkethis certain area, there are
several working children who earn some amount oheyofor a day by collecting
veggies, salted dry fish and other recycled thiings the market dumps and waste
collected shops.

Figure 3.4 Vegetable wholesale Thirimingalar Market in YandBesearch setting 4)
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3.2.5 A corner teashop and its street child laborer

Tea culture isvidespread in Myanmar. Each corner has a tea sirap,
other different terms; tea center or tea houseerdlare numerous tea shops available
along the sidewalk, which are existing either &t itmer city or outskirts of Yangon.
These tea shops are the perfect places for pebplkt ages and gender to meet and
relax. Even though it is just a teashop, they deesenstant coffee, milk tea, snacks,
and cigarettes and furthermore, they offer freeegreea.The surroundings of it is
quite noisy, with the buzz of people chatting andsin.

The waiters who are running round and serving t&amers are more
often young boysThey need to be aware of "kissing sound” to attifaeir attention to
take orders from customeis. both urban and rural areas, every tea shop |wslch
working as a waiterlt is not unusual to recruit children as their wiagk staff in the
tea shop. Many of children stopped studying or saraee denied schooling and only
a few children works during their holiday. The taays are the waiters, the runners,
some tea makers and even the cleaners that kegyghtile business functional for the
benefit of the tea shop.

Many of them grow up in the teashops; in the surding of the cigarette
smoke, tea cups-hot kettles, wooden tables andiptdsairs; “the kissing sound” that
the customers make to call theApparently, employing children to wait on tables is

not taboo. People do not feel strange ordering fr@iters who are children.

Figure 3.5 Street side teashop in Yang@esearch setting 5)
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The following table is described research locatod SCLs who carry out
different the street work activities.

Table3.1 Distribution of children by street work activitiasd research setting

Resear ch setting
Total
SCLs Dala | Yangon | Yangon
ferry | train train Industrial | Wholesale| Tea

station | station | zone market shop

(Central | (Sub-

station) | station)
Porter 2 2
Beggar 1 1
Vendor 2 1 3 1 7
Manual 1 1 2
loading
labor
Rag picker 1 1
Teaboy 1 1
Trishaw 1 1
driver/bus
conductor
Total 6 2 3 2 1 1 15

3.3 Ethnographic field work

3.3.1 Accessand entry to thefield
During the preliminary field work, the researcheew her professional
network throughWorld Vision Myanmar and Sonic International Orgaation
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(Myanmar) which are implementing street and workuigldren projects through
drop-in center and out-reach activiti€@nce the researchexplained the details about
the research and her background (e.g. as a MA®uded institutional affiliation to
respective program manager, they suggested tharcbse some places to find out

different types of SCLs.

3.3.2 Seeking and appr oaching to the street child laborers

First the researcher accompanied the field staffjast observed their out-
reach activities. While they are performing thé#ld operationthe researcher talked
with other peoplen the field ancapproached to son®&CLs with ngpreconceived idea
about their origin. Beyond out-reach activitiese ttesearcher also visited different
places in search of SCLs. The approaches to reacto potential SCLs varied, from
buying their goods, spending time in the teashey thiork, doing chitchat with those
SCLs and other neighboring people and asking hafimmation about them.

The key objective of this initial ethnographic workas to seek for
informants in a familiar way for meaningful parpetion (incorporating issues of
trust, ethics, and collaboration) and learn thesywof life as a part of the research
process (Caine, Davison, & Stewart, 2009). After finst 3 or 4 weeks of field work,
the researcher come up with the general idea of thley do and where they live and
how they earn. Once the researcher became awargleni was ready to enter

children’s world to study their street earning exgeces.

3.3.3 Sampling and recruitment process

Aiming for sample size and its criteria in ethnqr@ research is to
provide rich information that could answer the e#sh questions. However, care and
attention was given to the adequacy to the sizéh@fsamples until no new data or
insights were produced (Fetterman, 201D)e sampling procedure was relied on
personal observation, organization experiences p@mdessional recommendation
since there was no context specific data of childneolved in street based activities.
However, it was also considered that recruitingdchn in the same establishment
might result in early and quicker saturation addeen would probably share similar

working experiences and the same idea and tho@igimsone another. Therefore, the
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researcher tried to meet with children from differéocation and different type of
street child labor activities.

The criteria for street child laborers were takemoiaccount by the
following considerations. First, the children wesged between 7 and 16 years,
because this age group were engaged in the wogkfeently, according to national
census data in 2014 and also the category commadispread within the definition
of a child who is under 16 years in Myanmar. Secahé children have been
employing fully at informal street-based job fosignificant period of time. Third, the
children were not going to any formal school ort@ahool at least one year before.
However, the researcher excluded the children wte atending school and/or
working part time and/or engaging at any vocatidraihings. However, all the cases
might be heterogeneous in terms of their age, &mxjly economic status and
demographic background, and type and durationmiigon street jobs.

Before the recruitment was done, the employer va®dito allow the
researcher to study his employee in the case shtga In some cases, consent was
not given by the parents although children werdinglto cooperate in the study. In
other cases, parents had a good understanding searoh purpose and let their
children to participate but children themselved feeomfortable to take part in the
study. After all, 15 children are selected througtrposive and snow-balling
sampling. And all the recruitment process was possible thnotlge voluntary

participation and readiness of the parent and Sk&mselves for providing consent.

3.4 Resear ch methods

3.4.1 Participant observation

Sometimes it was occurred to the researcher thiireh could not give
full adequate information during the interview dey may make up things or copy
what they have been told to say by adults. Paditipbservation, therefore, made it
possible to see, listen, engage and reflect on whatgoing on first hand and gain a

deeper insight into verbal and non-verbal commuiuna and events within all the
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life circumstances of street child laborers (OlbICree, 2011). According to the best
single phrase description of “deep hanging outé riksearchers spentith one SCL
around one hour in a location where he/she earrobserved his/her activities (Crang
& Cook, 2007).In the certain circumstances, the researcher cdegt observing in
one location but have to accompany with SCLs suchag picker and bus attendant
while they move around to earn and observe thentlaidsurroundings.

The observations were also repeated at differeatesl of work, at
different times of the day, on different days of theek.However, participation was
based on availability and willingness (Okoli & Cre&®11). Although the researcher
applied both participation and observation for so8@Ls, it was not possible to
participate in the earning activities of other SGbsthe researcher observed only from
a distance. This was happened with some vendorsuahdabor and teaboy who
cannot favor any opportunity for the researchetalce part in their earning lives.
However, some vending street children allowed #wearcher to participate so the
researcher got the chance to assist them with slelling work. In the cases of porter
child, sometimes they need the researcher to bejtiluge in the game competitions
and sometimes to watch and take care of their saiffo lose when they play around.

However, the researcher was done participant oasens to varying
degrees, from just regular formal contact with S@.¢engthy full immersion (Della
Porta & Keating, 2008). Not only the researcher d@isig participant observation as
her field work, but also everyone was interestekriow who the researcher was,
where she had come from, what she was doing andavidywhat she was going to do
with the information she got. They really playedaasole of observers. Depending on
how much the researcher immersed into participasiod observation, people also
showed curiosity and often asked the questiondréemtito make sure the questions to
be answered by the researcher until they got at gleal of satisfaction from the
answers.

Generally, the distance between two places (wherbeene or work
setting) of the researcher and the SCLs was a ramisto commute to reach to the
field. That is the only thing the researcher missedlsome moments to do participant
observation, particularly in the morning that ig timportant time of the day to earn
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better for some street jobs. In this regard, intaepterview is a supplement to have

rich and depth information.

3.4.2 In-depth interview

Along with participant observation, interviewing shdbeen a primary
means in the attainment of data (Crang & Cook, 200merviews complement
participant observation to enable the researchethexk what children say against
what they actually dgDella Porta, 2008)On every occasion the researcher with an
SCL, the researcher have to wait until he/she wastfréalk. \When they make a break
for any situation; just sitting, doing nothing mamhetime for playing with friend or
making a move to another place to improve theinieg; the researcher followed
them and approached to them and asked questioatedelo his/her income and
working hours and the nature of earning and thaticgiships with those around
him/her and spent more time for waiting and intevwng alternatively.

At times the interviews took place in their busyisyoworkplaces and
street corners where conversations with childrerewashed and interrupted at any
time, and moved off to sell their things. Therefottee researcher also visited the
children’s home and met and talked with them arartparents. Although home
setting was slightly formal than street-based venared working environments and
also has a shortage of space, it was good sintdremiwere not interrupted to lose
their time, money and effort that could consumexdndpinterview.

The researcher also felt that children could nit frzely in front of their
parents or other people, but then again, the relseatried to find other ways around;
waiting the time people left or asking parents’ rgwal to do the interview in a quiet
place for the sake of recording. In this situatithre researcher and the SCL visited to
the nearest, non-crowded teashop or food stalls heattl a good table not to get
interrupted by comings and goings of the peopleamdinued the interview.

However, the researcher have to meet with a gréughitd porters since
they always stay and work together. At that timteeyt got fun and freedom and
showed desire to be the first speaker when therelser raised a question and threw
the talk open. However, they are told to meet far in-depth interview separately

upon their availability whenever elaborations, ergoing and repeated talks and
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sometimes lengthy discussions were required froroh e8CL to provoke rich
information. Basicallythe researcher met with the children 4 or 5 episode

3.4.3 Key informant interview

Key informant interviews were another sources@drmation to cover the
local descriptions of SCLs’ lives and street eagréxperiences and health conditions
under the context of economic and political infloes. In addition, KIl was operated
as a method not only to assess credibility of SGesponses but also to collect the
data that SCLs did not answer or to adtlusive knowledge and information about
the situations of SCLs in Myanméfive key informants (one male and four female),
with more than 3 years of experiences in child ggtdon programs were involved in
the research. They are also currently employedifferent NGOs working with
children.

Upon some advanced calls, appointments were detled then personal
meeting was arranged for individual interview. Eadlerview took around 45 minutes
to one hour. The language used during intervieanly Burmese and the researcher
also asked them to keep recording along the irdervirirst the researcher was open to
any discussion and then substantiated her cunmainfs by each of key informants.
While analyzing the findings, all the data collectérom key informants was
triangulated with primary information from SCLs whoe the major informants in this
study. All key informants were not only cooperatlug also suggested to reveal their
names and functions.

Mr Zaw Myint Oo (Social Worker, SONNIE _ Internat@, Myanmar)
Ms Sapal (Community Development Facilitator, Waridion Myanmar)
Ms Khin Thu Thu Aye (Program Assistant, IOM Myaniar

Ms Phu Wai Myo (Project Coordinator, Care Myanmar)

o~ NP

Ms Lae Lae Min (Deputy Project Coordinator, Myannied Cross
Society)
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3.4.4 Snapshot interviews

The researcher also employed some snapshot intervigh one
community members, one employer, one policemanpanents of participants, and
two mothers of non-participants to get as much ceimgnsive and context-specific
data as possible. At one visit, the policeman elztied their so-called plariso street
vendors, no public nuisancehat is currently putting into action. Althoughethdo
not like to do because they know children and tlf@milies are facing economic
hardship, they cannot help because they got a nmrida it. Otherwise, it would
affect their work like losing job or demotion oatisferring to other remote places. In
addition, a woman who stayed at the ferry termwvas reached out and she provided
a comprehensive story of a child beggar who wasiited for the study. Furthermore,
two mothers of non-respondent offered informatidoowd the ground situation of
children earning life at the train station. Last beaver least, respondents’ parents were
also a valuable source to dig for more informatonthe features of SCL, their own
children.

3.4.5 Participatory techniques

Since all recruitment was done, it was possiblelésely interact with the
children by asking them to stay and go with thereverywhere they moved for work
and chitchat through sharing and exchanging liteiest with each otherAt some
visits, researcher brought her camera and let tioeknow about camera and give it a
try taking photos. Often, the researchers had rnegmther with SCLs during their
lunch break At times, researcher became a caretaker to whtth lhelongings while
they were playing with friends and sometimes gublved in their game competition
as a judge. These are the ways that not only eagedrchildren’s active engagement
with particular issues of the research but alsdlkeahchildren to convey their own
experiences without controlling over the topicagenda.

Whenever they got a visit from researcher, SCL$ rfelaxed for being
with her because the ways she speak, dress ang#ebaha as familiar and close as
they are.The researcher created a kind caring and frierglgtionship,appreciating
for what they have done regardless of the typeaafiegs, and giving some insights

about their jobs to realize that different childtesve different abilities regardless of
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working or studying. That was described in the radpter. Some children addressed
the researcher “aunt”. While some called “sisteadme thought the researcher is a
teacher since the beginning the organization iniced them and continued to call like

that. Overall, both the researcher and SCLs fd& &ind clam and also embraced a

more friendly communication with each other overdi

3.5 Research tools

3.5.1 Resear cher asatool

The researcher employed herself as the ethnograpdieg a human
instrument. By using different methods, the redearcame into the world of children
who have been working on the street that had eskegal a particular culture for those
children. Children become the instructors and mebems become the pupils”. To
understand children, the researcher was requirddaim from them. To become a
member of the children’s world and to experiencents, the researcher participated
as fully and humanly as possible with this group obildren and their social
surrounding at their working place.

3.5.2 In-depth interview guide

The After the systematic review for past literataed revisiting the
research questions, the in-depth interview’s qaaesaire was developed. Basically,
the researcher allowed SCLs to talk freely withsuticturing the interview but the
checklist was prepared to make sure covering timéeots and not to miss out any
information from each children to meet the researgjectives. During the interview,
the researcher also used non-verbal behavior ssidte@ping eye contact, nodding
head, and sound (like “Mmm", "Aha”) and verbal réaas (could you please tell me
more about that?) which indicated that the researchas really listening and

interested in what they shared with the researcher.
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3.5.3 Observation guide

The researcher employed observation as one of #ia dollection
instruments so as to explore the type of work ceildvere engaged in, the way they
performed their day to day duties, the suitabilaf their living and working
environment, whether the work they performed wagohd their physical capacity,
and the proportionality between their work and rttegje. Moreover, a great deal of
information was collected during the socializatiamong the street child laborers
themselves and between them and their employersdultl people (ADDISU, 2008,
p. 15).

3.5.4 Other research instruments
The During data collection in the field, the follmg things are essential to
involve;
Camera
Note book, pen, pencil
Recorder
Laptop computer
Student ID

a kb w0 N

3.6 Process of data collection

The data was primarily collected from in-depth matew with individual
SCLs at their workplaces and houses, snapshovietes with parents, employers and
some neighbor community members and discussion keghinformants from some
NGOs. The field work including preliminary obserneat, was done by the researcher
during July-November 2016lable 3.2 showedhe number of participants engaged
(gender specific) for each data collection methddlevTable 3.3demonstrated how

the data was collected to answer the researchigngst
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Table3.2 Process of data collection

Data needed Methods Respondents
Socio-demographic backgroundIn-depth interview SCLs
of the street child laborers Participant observation
Issues-related to family In-depth interview SCLs

Issues related to family econon
Issues related to parents
Issues related to children)

Socio-cultural influences

nKey informant interview

Snap shot interview

Key informants
Parents/employers
community

members

Survival skills
Hours and income
Working life styles (nature, fooa
cloth and shelter)

Leisure activities (Recreation

and free time)

In-depth interview
Participant observation

,Participatory techniques

SCLs

Physical health risks (Work-
induced disease and potential

In-depth interview

Key informant interview

SCLs
Key informants

accidents) Participant observation | Parents/employers
Mental health risks (stress and| Snap shot interview community
anxiety, exploitation and abuse members

Social health risks (social

relationship)

Health awareness and behaviorIn-depth interview SCLs

Taking medical treatment
Access to health services

Decision making for health care

Family and social support

174

Key informant interview

Key informants
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3.7 Process of data analysis

Basically, data analysis was done during the fretdk through ongoing a
review of the data collection progress. The prodedsided reading literature, writing
the field notes and conceptualizing the resultsalysis was done by understanding
SCLs’ experiences from their perspectives on b&@gs and the types of street work
they engaged and related risks and health probkemasthe survival and coping
situation of their problems. Various forms of infaation were interpreted not only
from the narratives of the children but also froman+verbal communications,
presenting their lives of each and every child.

During the field work, it is not possible to anatywithout writing the field
notes in a disciplined and diligent manner from ttaglay basis. At the end of the day,
hours of recording, jotted notes or small note®lodervations and other documents
like photographs were written in as much detap@assible in the field notes. Since the
researcher expected to spend long day in the figltht was happening from the
morning to the last moment spent in the field wascdibed in the field note. The
interviews were transcribed and translate them kiniglish and kept it properly in the
computer files and always updated as a backugélater analysis and reporting.

At the same time, the researcher constantly reddeanewed and classify
the data and analyzed to see what themes emergeathily so, the researcher noticed
some of the gaps, to put more information from fetinterviews but also rich
observations helped to contribute to the overalVetlping picture. After the
termination of field work, systematic written fieldotes were analyzed again.
Researcher employed thematic analysis for the datd by identifying themes and
building up the analysis in the most cohesive manfierough more in depth, the
contextual meanings were then classified the caegthat represent similarities and
differencedo provide a broader understandiogthe phenomenon of SCLs.

This process was done by the systematic classdicatf coding and
identifying themes or patterr@nce the data set was reviewed, transcripts weted;o
the first stage by open coding which is the initssification and labelling of the
subject. It was about sorting and categorizingwithg participants addressed a number
of different issues, topics, ideas, thoughts amarmation into the similar key themes.

By open coding, the codes were identified by thseaecher's examination and
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qguestioning of the data. After that, the result®pén codes were used for axil coding
to identify important and general concept of thedgt The researcher ultimately

looked for various analytical core concepts reldtethe earning lives of SCLs.

3.8 Quality control of the data

It is widely recognized that the validity of findjs or data is a significant
issue for qualitative research. The primary “vajyidguestion” which qualitative
researchers have to address is “Are we accuragdlgcting the phenomena under
study as perceived by the study population?” (Réchewis, Nicholls, & Ormston,
2013). Though a number of different ways have beaggested to verify the
gualitative data, triangulation was employed irs thiudy to ensure the accuracy and
credibility of the research outcomes. The origipalpose of triangulation was to seek
confirmation of apparent findings. Therefore, &lé tdata were triangulated through
different qualitative methods (in-depth intervieparticipant observation and key
informant interview) to get more comprehensive ghss into the phenomenon of

street child laborers.

3.9 Ethical consideration

The subject in this study was about the vulnergbbeip of children so the
researcher was highly considered some ethical tondi such as seeking the
informed consent, keeping confidentiality and negitg privacy. From recruiting
children to collecting data through interview anartgipating with their events, a
great amount of caution and thoughtfulness wasntakt® accountDue to power
dominance, it was always the issue about the gepselen adult investigators and

children as the respondents (Mauthner, 1997).

3.9.1 Seeking informed consent
Experts often assumed that “children are not coeme¢nough to give

their informed consent, that this needs to be ghinem a more competent adult”
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(Fargas-Malet, McSherry, Larkin, & Robinson, 2010phnsent from parents was the
preferred choice. However, in the case of teaboyse&hparent lived away, the
researcher considered the employer as an pédwon who has responsibility for the
child or young person’s safety, security and wellgeWhile guardians were asked
for permission, children were also informed in ddckensitive way and they were not
forced and respect was paid to their own decisioahtain their assent to participate
in research. Thereforguardian consent was used in conjunction with bottien and
oral children’s assent by using very simple andeusihndable language for the
children.

3.9.2 Confidentiality

During an interview with children, the researchet the children know
that all that what they said was “just between god me”.Therefore, he researcher
made a personal commitment to protect their infdionain the strictest confidence
Any written versions of any findings captured ire tetudy with children were not
included their real names. To do so, the reseamesed invented names for each and
every child who participated so that their realniitees were not distinguishable.
Moreover, the data involving the names, activiteagnts and locations documented in

field notes kept in a separate, secure computss filith limited access.

3.9.3 Privacy

The essence of participation of the children in régearch was based on
their desire and convenience so it was purely walyn(without force, warning and
persuading) For the best interest of the child, both the sitd ¢he timing of the
interviews were determined by the children. Espbgithey were asked to select the
place of interview (home, work place or a neuttatp) to secure for their privacy and
freedom. The researcher also informed them that &éne able to withdraw from the
interview at any stage upon their wish if they werat feeling comfortable to
continue. More importantly, some serious questitingt might be difficult or
uncomfortable for the children were asked in a cdéé manner and also their
responses were treated gently. If they kept hesitattalk and showed silent, the

researcher realized the situation and the topicavasged.
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3.9.4 Beneficence of theresearch participants

In the interest of children’s rights, this reseacdmsidered the well-being
of children, for example, enhancing awareness efgiardian to take care of or pay
attention to the children’s problems and healthdseand to protect them from the
harmful conditions of work. On top of that, the @ascher tried to make sure the
children have a sense of satisfaction for taking ijpathe research as a helpful service
which can inform society, individuals, policy andaptices about the health issues

surrounding their lives.

3.10 Study period
This study was divided into 3 phases of field wotke entry or

initiation/familiarization stage, the concentratioh data collection period, and the
closing phase, covering a 5 month period of daliecion. First, the research learned
to familiarize with the children and to hypothesa&vider view of the context for the
months to come. After that the researcher devatethar extensive three months for
systematic gathering of the information by using ltiple research tools. The
remaining one month was spare to make sure clagfycompleting and solving the
contradictions of the data for the set researchstiues and to exit from field in a

proper manner, without any consequences to thdrehil
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2016

2017

IRB approval/Field

preparation

Preliminary observation

Obtain participants

Ethnographic field work

Ongoing data analysis

Exit from the field

Draft 1 of manuscript

Draft 2 of manuscript

Draft 3 of manuscript

Thesis defense

Finalized thesis
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CHAPTER IV
RESEARCH FINDINGS

This paper reports the qualitative findings basedhe field work done in
Yangon. The study is about children in Yangon wieas young as nine have started
to earn a living through street employment whiche@sy and accessible and less
regulated. They are called Street Child Labore@L{|SThey are visible everywhere,
ranging from street vending with petty self-empl@&nmty working as tea boys, hard
manual jobs, bus attendants, the porters to begmgidgscavenging. Their workplaces
are at the train and ferry terminuses and on tllated pavement, in the roadside shop
in Yangon. The ultimate purposes of this researehta explore the earning life of
SCL: to discover the underlying factors of beingLSfdiom their perspectives, to
capture their personal experiences on differenésypf street-based occupation and
related risks and health problems and how to déhltivem.

Overall, the data shows all about an earning Iff&GL; who SCLs are,
where they are from, what they do for a living, wehthey works, how well they do it,
and how much they make. The data gathered in iy €ame up with the results that
were separated into five sections which are ainoedniswer the questions that this
research addressed.

4.1 Demographics characteristics of SCLs

4.2 Individual profile of SCLs

4.3 A day in the life of a SCL

4.4 Health risks from street work activities

4.5 Health care and treatment

4.6 What caused SCL
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4.1 Demographics characteristics of SCLs

According to the inclusion criteria, children ageetween 7 and 16 years
were expected to be studied. Thus the childrehigwresearch were above 10 years to
15 years old who were mostly in the workforce. Frtma five different locations,
fifteen SCLs with different nature undertaking stractivities were included in the
study. Fifteen SCLs; one 11 years old, three 12syekld, four 13 years old, two 14
years old and five 15 years old SCLs were chosgmattcipate. Speaking of gender, 4
girls and 11 boys were involved in the study, bidisgare more likely to be reserved
for domestic chores than boys who have been oblyi@mgyaging in any economic
activities at the outside of the house.

Almost all the respondents have their parents,omet with single father,
one with step-father and another two with grandmateAll of the SCLs were living in
primarily nuclear family but from small to large usehold of 3 to 9 members.
Findings also suggest that birth order among gibloannot emphasize to the
likelihoods of child labor because they are différpositions in the family. 2 SCL are
the eldest ones and another 2 are the youngestaodethe rest of SCL are in th&' 2
39 4" and %" eldest position respectively.

In terms of initial working age, most of the chédrstarted working before
they turned to their tenth birthday. In the stuttiyee SCLs started working at the age
of 8, five SCLs at 9 and another five at 10 ang/dwio SCLs worked at 11 years old.
Though the study did not find obvious differencethe initial working age between
boys and girls, all the children in any case sthvt®rking under the legally allowed
minimum age. Therefore, SCLs have a great dealakiwg experiences; one SCL
has been engaged at work for almost 5 years windedst of them are established 2
years or 3 years or 4 years of working experiemdake they are still quite young.

Speaking of schooling, eighteen percent of childcere girl and all boys)
attended school in the past. One girl was neveolledr to government school but
attained non-formal street-based education suppdagean INGO for a basic literacy
while the two girls were denied their educationait The highest attainment of
learning is grade-4 primary level and only onedtamong fifteen respondents passed
it. However, almost half of SCLs are not able tadend write in a proper manner

although they are supposed to be literate throughapy level classes of government
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school. Study concluded that earning became theefrate result of dropping out of
school for all SCLs where two boys and one girlehédeen working since they are

studying.

Table 4.1 Profile of individual SCL

Name Street Gender | Age | Birth Educat | Initial Experie

work order ion workin | nces (in
g age | years)

Mr. Help | Porter Male 15 | 2 Grade 4 10 yrs. | Two

Mr. Tricky | Porter Male | 14 | % Grade 1| 10 yrs. | Four

Mr. Sport | Vendor | Male 14 | " Grade 4 9yrs. | Five

Mr. Style | Vendor | Male 15 | 2 Grade 4| 11 yrs. | Four

Mr. Strong| Manual | Male 15 2° Grade 1 10 yrs. | Five
labor

Ms. Vocal | Beggar Femalé 12| "2 DE 8yrs. | Five

Ms. Vendor Female| 12 Youngest NFE 10yrs. Two

Paragon

Mr. Vendor | Male 13 Youngest Grade 39 yrs. | Four

Charm

Mr. Gypsy | Trishaw | Male 15 2° Grade 4] 10 yrs. | Five
driver

Mr. Smart | Vendor Male 13 | " Grade 4 9yrs. | Three

Ms. Vendor | Female| 12 | 5 Grade 3 9yrs. | Two

Honey

Mr. Hero | Manual | Male 13 Eldest Grade (111 yrs. | Three
labor

Mr. Rag Male 13 & Grade 2| 8yrs. | Five

Thrilled picker

Mr. Keen | Teaboy| Male 11| "2 Gradel 8yrs. | Three

Ms. Angel | Vendor | Female 15 Eldest DE 9yrs. Six

DE — Denied Education

NFE — Non-Formal Education
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In brief, 4.1 illustrated the different types dfeet work activities and
research sites where children are widespread tk wad then 4.2 described the
summary of respondents’ information. Now 4.3 isngoto provide some vivid case

stories of SCLs to demonstrate their daily lifaidistinct manner.

4.2 Individual profile of SCLs

4.2.1. Mr. Help — 15 year old, Porter

He has been working as a porter on Dala jettydar ffears and now he is
definitely the most experienced and senior onehifden group. Every morning, he
came to the jetty by renting out a bike from hisnleowhich is a nearby slum quarter.
Child porter like him are called “Gan Bar”, litelglmeaning “the porter who work
unofficially” because there are adult potters, @i laborers. Around 5 or 6 pm, he

usually adjourned his earning course.

4.2.2. Mr. Tricky — 14 year old, porter

He managed to be on the jetty in the morning arcrain or 8 am. He
didn’t fix when he should reach. It took him mohan 30 minutes on foot. He and his
father came together and had breakfast on the gstgoon as they arrived. After that
they worked separately at different sides. Hisdatorked at Yangon and he was at
Dala jetty. He worked together with other 3 or Aestporters, some are the same age

but some are older than him.

4.2.3. Mr. Sport — 14 year old, peddler (selling eggs)

He has to get up 4 am and be ready on the boaamt&nd started a day to
sell eggs until the eggs were sold out so his vmgrkiour is pretty irregular, roughly
from 6 to 7 hours. It is a tedious process of sgleggs on the boat every day. Once he
has finished all eggs, he has to buy the fresh &ggthe next days and they will be
boiled and then cooled and packed. Since he catmpacking well, his mother and

sister assist him.
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4.2.4. Mr. Style — 15 year old, peddler (selling traditioral medicine)

He is quite different from other vendors since heved to the city without
accompany and earned through various street wanksnbre than 3 yearsAting
Mingalar” highway bus station is his sleeping place at higtt the moment, he is
vending on the boat. Every day he has to get upna®:30 in the morning and be on
the road by 6 and goes to his supplier to take ackl bottles of herb medicine. As a
mobile street vendor, he goes to the places thaabaever been to sell.

4.2.5. Mr. Strong — 15 year old, manual labor (carrying iice bags)

He does even remember the things he has done béferavorked at a
restaurant as a waiter and he helped his mothiamgebstcard. Last year, he took up
the job for trishaw driving. As he was tired of tgg trishaw, he returned it to the
owner then looking for many other jobs and lately Wwas a hard labor in the
construction site. Now he has to get up around 3t@ameach to the jetty where he
works as early as possible. Until noon, he carce fbags from the dock to the

container truck at a workshop near Dala jetty.

4.2.6. Ms. Vocal — 12 year old, beggar

She begged in some public areas _ the ferry tetramécity park. She is
not carrying any utensil and just imploring peofith local and foreigners) by
loitering in front of them. She works every day armekds to spend a lot of time on
streets which are cruel and hazardous. She begsnhoin the day time but also at
night going around and sometimes on the over briggggby. In some moments her
mother shows up at where she always begs to ret®venoney she has earned and

orders her to beg hard and well.

4.2.7. Ms. Paragon — 12 year old, vendor (selling drinkig water)

She always leaves home around 6:30 am and comesinicstation but it
takes a brief walk since it is not far from hisidesice. If she gets some money after
selling a few bottles, she will have breakfast.d_ither vendors, she walks up and
down the platform by chanting loud to attract aitamand enhance sales. Sometimes
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she has to do station hopping when it is not ptesshat she can keep at the central

station and sell only at the platform.

4.2.8. Mr. Charm — 13 year old, vendor (selling ice barspeddler

His job is quite mobile and needs to get on andffin one train to
another and earns on the train. If he just staybeaisame place, other vendors will
have the edge over him. So he has to find the wayscrease his sale. When he is in
good mood, he might go further. He tried to eamoulgh vending of different street
food according to time and situation. During sumnher sells yogurt and sometimes
when there are many ice bars peddlers, he selle seasonal fruits which are sliced

into pieces and gets earned that way.

4.2.9. Mr. Gypsy — 15 year old, trishaw driver and bus drver

After having his breakfast, he starts his day at7and waiting passengers
and sending them to their destination. Around 1Ti8Qwill take a lunch break. If he
still want to drive he will return to work afterrah or if he does not want, he will go
around with friends or do nothing and then at 5grabably he will leave to the bus
stop to join as bus assistant but this is his s¢ob. Before that he also earned by
doing various jobs, from collecting the vegetalaethe station and selling back to rag

picking, tea-boy and waiter at the restaurant.

4.2.10Mr. Smart — 13 year old, vendor (peddling bird howse)

He is one of the SCL peddling bird houses goinguiagiodowntown
residential places. Every day he takes 7:00 amulairctrain from an outskirt of
Yangon. Commuting home from other routes like buse®t easy because he cannot
carry and transport things. He is not selling atrbg places of his home because
people know the wholesalers and they can buy hdoseheaper prices. Therefore he
always goes to the places as far as possible aawl tbe places some other vendors

cannot go.
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4.2.11Ms. Honey — 12 year old, vendor (selling bird hou3e

She is peddling bird houses in the str&te comes down accompanied
with her cousin brothers. Sometimes she cannotugaelling only because she does
not have any money to buy the houses in advaneeideisly peddlers like her have
"take it and pay later" system from the dealer,dmuhe people are not trustworthy and
not paying regularly so the dealers no longer lelithem. Thus she also lose the
opportunity. On those off-days she has to do afalomestic chores that cannot be

accomplished by sickly mother.

4.2.12 Mr. Hero — 13 year old, manual labor (carrying stmes)

He is a child manual labor, carrying stones in t¢bastruction site. He
lived with his family in the illegal squatter setthent where almost everybody
survives on that particular causal job. Howevenptademand depends on the extent
of stone purchase which is only high in dry seas@msn the construction projects are
increased and also the transportation for stonesti|s risky as rainy season due to
frequent storms in the sea. On top of that, lalsdike him are frequently unemployed
and employed with very low wages during the timeuaemployment crisis while

some Chinese employers carry their stones witimihehines these days.

4.2.13.Mr. Keen — 13 year old, scavenger

He is a boy earning from collecting waste materisisrmally his working
day is not hectic like other SCLs. He can sleepand head out at 9 am because adult
people usually collects things at nights so opputites are out there for children like
him to work in the day time. Every day he goesroote than 2 times and maximum 4
times, but it depends on how much he must haveedaidoping to get something
more to sell, however, he usually goes out agadth again. Once he has earned the
target he wants, he won't go any more times. At of the day, everything he has

collected would be sold at a local junk shop.

4.2.14Mr. Thrilled — 11 year old, teaboy
He has to work seven days a week from 4 am to {goregular setup for

Myanmar’s tea boys). Every day he wakes up at bckcin the morning and work all
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day, with a few breaks around evening but if treemany customers, he has to serve
till the shop is closed at 11 pm. He am the onlg evaiter working in this small
teashop but he is multi-tasking as waiter, or cawkgleaner; from taking orders for
the customers, filling the teapot, cleaning thdasbwashing the dishes to collecting

and disposing the wastes.

4.2.15Ms. Angel — 15 year old, vendor (collecting and Bieg waste
vegetables)

She has a busy schedule daily. She is woken upoat 4 am by her father
and started the day leaving her small hut at a sltem across the Yangon River. She
has to scurry to collect early morning wasted vagles in the whole sale market.
Once the collecting is done, she just headed baokeho prepare the vegies for sale.
She has to clean all the vegies scraps and renataleunsaleable things and sort and

grade by category and finally she is getting readyeddle.

4.3 A day in the life of an SCL

4.3.1 Skill for survival

Work is a gift SCLs can handle. It is concludedt tivading of this study
demonstrated that survival for daily income needgrdain amount of skill. Different
kinds of skills that children possess are also eéxadhbut these skills are not always
untold by the children but observed, for examples

As a child beggar, she can identify the potent@lais and can read the
people and also know the importance of playing ble of “poor pitiful me” to
provoke client’s emotion to give her money easily.

As a child vendor, they know the art of dealing aegdotiatingskills, but
the mobile child vendors has more challenging skilan child vendors who could be
stationary. They know how to take care of themsekmd avoid their potential risks,

when they cross the road or when they get on tfairexample.
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As a manual laborer or porter boy, they have aiphistrength and work
hard even in the event that some adult personsairable.

As a tea-boy, he can do quicker calculations thidwers, while even an
adult person needs a time to do so.

As a rag picking child, he is making the environtném be free from
waste. It is not only a job to fill stomach but@ldoing good deeds at the same time
(collecting wastes is a good thing to act) if thagn't steal the things from others
though some people think this is not a decent job.

On top of that, street works appear to earn widagcompetition to access
to customer (in the case of vendors and ported)tarsearch for the dump sites and
get their hands on it first (rag pickers). Obvigushis often led to conflicts and
qguarrelling in the context of street and worst dfthey are antisocial with other
competitors and made group and stayed together with they know or their
colleague and shared the market together but fagrgurvival with other people. The
following 4 case studies will demonstrate this eahbf competition.

1) Ms. Paragon, 12 year old, vendor

‘I have to work hard to sell out the frozen bottlesfore they thaw...
Usually I have to compete with others to get thet@mers....I have some rivals ...so |
cannot keep myself here and have to go aroundetram..”

2) Mr. Tricky, 14 year old, porter

“Once the boat arrives, | have to find quickly pasger who might take
my service, otherwise he will have to wait anotheat...so our motto i%e first, be
fast, don'’t dilly-dally”

3) Ms. Angel, 15 year old, vendor

“....if  am a bit late, the vegies are not there avttier people will have
collected already...”

4) Mr. Keen, 13 year old, scavenger

“..See! This place is already searched by anyboal\itdooks chaotic....no
point to go search again....I should have comeiesarl”

To overcome day-to-day constraints related to eginsCLs have to learn to
know about the people and understand how to dedl te particular people. It is

interesting to note that SCLs generated slangs fitueir street working culture to
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name the people. There are very helpful slang adbe environment of street child
porters. According to them, some nick names for difeerent types of potential
person who can hire their service as a porter,garen on their own ways. For
examples, "Taw Kyaung" means "young single ladiésla Lal U Kyaung" means
"people who come from the countryside”, "Myo Pagans "stupid urbanites". While
they may probably approach to the first two typepeyson, he definitely avoid some
city men because they normally pay less. By disisigng these names, they take
some considerations by themselves to choose tleaftones for their services, and
ask for the fees. Mr. Help, 15 year old, portedsai

“I have to be tactful to receive more people hiredy service by

understanding the nature of people...”

4.3.2 Incomes and hours

When it came to income, the amounts are prettyuleg and different
from each work’s pattern, different condition, tired season. It can roughly say that
an SCL can earn from minimum 3000 kyat (nearly Badpto maximum 6000 (nearly
6 dollar). Most of SCLs have their specific targatount per day although the amount
varies a lot and is quite volatile from day to dake variation is largely thought to be
due to several other factors that need to be cereidsuch as their tactics and hard
work, enabling conditions like favorable weathapping from customers, people’s
charity, good amount of investment, and pure luck.

Unlike wages-based labor, some SCLs have to maiee teubring back
their parents’ expected/targeted amounts of mooeyfday. Children have to hand
over all they earned every evening. Parents depeeity much on their children’s
income. For some reasons, children have to leadb@ecdme breadwinner for the
entire family, in those cases family will get intmuble if they don’t work. The
following 3 case stories describe this scenario.

1) Mr. Hero, 13 year old, manual labor

“Before | left to work, | would ask mother in adwanhow much tally she
wanted. Then | would try to get that amount no eratthat and | won't stop carrying

till the target met...”



Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol. Univ. M.A.(Healtbci&l Science) / 61

2) Mr. Charm, 13 year old, vendor

“Actually | have to buy an ice bar for 30 kyats ahgell back for 100
kyats so | got 70 kyats as a profit...at least | hevéinish 60 bars, then | will earn
4000 kyats a day...”

3) Ms. Vocal, 12 year old, beggar

“I have to beg all day to get at least 5000 kyakatt my mom is
needed....sometimes | am too glad when generous epg@yl more and some
foreigners give me a dollar..”

SLCs also explained the conditions which are eifagored or hindered
their income level. First of all, weather play aa@al role in their earning life because
most of them were weather-dependent for their catop. Certainly, summer season
is more beneficial to them because of job secuntyuch a way of having more
options and more opportunities to earn. Some dmldneed sunny days that are
suitable for their mobility of street work, partlady for itinerant vendors. Likewise,
the hottest time is desirable for the child whol slinking water to increase
consumption of their stuff, whereas the scavengimty is not happy with the sunny
days. In fact, rainy season appears to be therpeeféimes of the year and gives more
opportunity to earn better for him. At the sameetirsome were answering in between
yes and no for their desire. Among all cases, tieving 4 responses belong to the
above contexts.

1) Ms. Honey, 2 year old, vendor selling bird houses

“...the problem is rain....if it rains suddenly, | hat@ find the nearest
teashop not to allow the rain to get wet my staff sannot sell and my earning will
be affected....so | prefer sunny days to rainy days..

2) Ms. Paragon, 12 year old, drinking water vendor

“If the weather favors me, | will sell more, eslyi at the mid-day or at
the sunny days because people are thirsty at the.t. actually everybody selling
bottled drinking water hope for hot sweltering day$giggling”

3) Mr. Keen, 13 year old, scavenger

“Speaking of fine season, raining days are bettemt hot days...| would
get more waste in rainy season than dry seasa@rsl. when it rains, | feel fresh and

have fun collecting in the rain.....what's more, Huitles inside the bushes flow with
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rain water and float in the ditches and reach te thank so | can grab easily and get
many things as well.....

4) Mr. Hero, 13 year old, manual labor

“....I am in between of like and dislike about rainddn’t like rainy days
because we don’t have jobs ....but | like rain whé&ave to work, when | am sickly
tired while carrying stone....so there is nothing sethan not raining....at that time |
prayed for becoming rain....I always hoped raining...”

Similarly, children also mentioned their importaatrning time of the day,
what they called is “peak time of working” whichridated to gaining more profit. For
example, a boy vendor said why morning is more irtgmd for him to make a good
sale.

“I have to hit the road very early to get to my darg spot around 7 am
because the chance of getting more customerstieimorning so | even have a good
profit before noon...the sale always goes well ttwae” (Mr. Style, 15 year old,
vendor)

Another aspect related to earning well is the totlverness and
hardworking of SLCs. Children have learned how @wrnemoney in their own
strategies. Since they got a certain amount of imgrkexperiences in the street, they
understand their job, how to do, what to do and atkat not to do to increase their
income. For some more understanding of their egmiays, the following interesting
case studies of 3 boys are brought light. The bist elaborated his ways of asking
the clients to pay high prices for his servicese Becond boy explained his earning
ideas upon the extent of work and the goodnes&oplp. The third boy narrated his
experience of scavenging to be able to obtain wreaswastes which can be deserved
to make more money.

1) Mr. Help, 15 year old, porter

“| rarely declare the fee...I only let the clientsidechow much to pay.l..
will tell them..."a sin pyay tha lo pay” (at your ceenience) or “pay chin tha lout
pay” (up to you)...”

2) Mr. Tricky, 14 year old, porter

“...it differs from passenger to passenger and loadwl weight of

things...but | ask more money from some well-off oousts.....some people
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deliberately receive my service because they wapay money and sometimes | was
paid more than it's worth...they also appreciate raydhwork as a child...”

3) Mr. Keen, 13 year old, scavenger

“When | start scavenging, | have no idea how tdemtlthe marketable
things like beer bottles... | got all wastes ...Noknbw where to go and find large
waste items....my earning is increasing from a femnpdo a quite regular income
after three years of experience.....

The following quotes from two girls are also abpute luck and fear of police
that affect their income during working days.

1) Ms. Honey, 12 year old, vendor)

“It occurred to me that nobody will buy a singledhouse all day...on some
lucky days | can finish all houses and earn a lait that day | am over the moon....”

2) Ms. Angel, 15 year old, vendor)

“If 1 do not encounter with the police while | amllecting vegie, | will get
more and benefit more....”

But then again, two cases are exceptional witheextrincome. One is the
tea-boy, waged laborer, with a fixed amount of rhbnsalary. Among all other types
of street jobs, he was paid least although thegived accommodation and meal
which are considered by employer as payment forkwbr contrast, the manual
laborer who carry stones earns most while the ddi@rs’ incomes were almost equal
to the rate of an ordinary non-skilled causal aedtker who might expect to earn
from 3000 to 5000 kyats per day. When the reseam@s$ieed the teashop owner about
the chances of salary increase for teaboy, he said

“The rate of paying salaries to children dependstbe previous teashop
experiences, performance of children and employstsonal decision....”

Moreover, not only SCLs earned money directly Hab dhey can make
the benefit cash or material from being paid indkiin the case of teaboy, some
people tip him and others also gave him clothes fand. Mr. Sport, 14 years old,
vendor shared his experiences of persuading thelgpém buy his stuff.

“At times | convinced customers to make a salgtiereggs, saying that |
haven't had meal yet because | cannot earn wekypthen they will give me some

food or money even if they won’t buy the eggs...”
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When it came to spending, parents expected touetkee money children
earned every day. They could not be possible te savsome little amount to buy for
things themselves. Some of them only keep a snoaligm from their earning to buy
foods. When time came, parents/guardians expect to redbi@emoney from the
children and ask the children to make sure dailynpgnt with a specific amount of
money to hand over. When they want something kuiey will again ask the money
from their guardians. This is the way children ggémeir income for the entire family,
but not totally for themselves.

Similarly, condition of working hours belongs talay in the life of a SCL.
A working day of a SCL is pretty irregular but lgrigpm dawn to dark, approximately
from 6 to 12 hour a day, regardless of having basyless busy schedules and
sometimes it is even longer than an adult labarerdon. They are most likely to work
overtime or compete each other and try not to taleak time or free days because
they are obliged to work hard to deal with incorhertfall to pay debt or to avoid debt
due to income instability of the family. It was atethat the girl who is forced to beg
has to earn in the street for long working hounghke self-employed vending children,
they will come early to work and adjourn at thewéate time. The worst of all is
about the case studies of a tea-boy who did nat geeany day-off and even time off,
not for a week, but for months, and a SCL who warke jobs at the same day,
trishaw driving in morning and bus attendant ahhidg he followings remarks from 3
case stories will also make the reader understdod SCLs go further, or they work
longer.

1) Mr. Keen, 13 year old, scavenger

“...when | cannot find enough well-earned materialsave to go out 3 or
4 times or keep walking and collecting for 5 or @ufs per time till getting pricy
materials...”

2) Mr. Charm, 13 year old, vendor

“...the more stations | can go, the sooner | willigmthen | can go back
home, sometimes | even do second round to earnmamey....and | don't need to be
concerned for left over because the owner allowketep them in their fridge for the

next days...”
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3) Mr. Sport, 14 year old, vendor

“....I do not like the idea of borrowing money sirldeave seen my mother
get nervous by the time to pay back....if | canmisHi eggs, | will lose profit so | will
not have enough money to purchase eggs for thedagst at that time my mom has to
borrow the money...that's why | don’t care | am ldiat | do care the leftover of my

eggs...”

B __
Figure 4.3 Earning life of child street vendors

4.3.3 Working lifestyle

It was understandable that SCL and their job naamd environment
facilitated to create their own ways of earning antlure of street working. The ways
of earning of SCLs demonstrated their lifestyled actions they take. The amount
they earned and the circumstances they encounterdte workplace also affected
how they behave for a particular action. Unlikeestforms of child labor, SCLs enjoy
a total or unlimited freedom through earning in #teeet. Through a key informant
discussion and participant observation, there wdswa understanding about their
lifestyle.

“They talk what they want to talk....

They swear what they wish...

They live active and free style...

That's why they are happy...

Who on earth will be happier than SCLs...”

It is found that SCLs have no idea and are not &bleave a choice on
what they like most about street work. The most tbhare is money though. The
chance of hopping from one work to another is gbiggh for the reason of getting
more money and more freedom. The bottom line istttmmore money and freedom
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they got, the more likely they will take this jobhat’'s why their past experiences are
connected to their lifestyles and preferences toticoe their current work. For
example, self-employed children regarded their vawlkhe ideal job rather than salary
based jobs. They did not feel like working for dretperson and following rules and
procedures. On top of everything, their salaremained unchanged even though they
work hard while they can increase income from tlseif-employed jobs as long as
they work hard. One gave a positive comment orjdlisvhereas another SCL made
the negative remarks about his previous jobs.

1) Mr. Charm, 13 year old, vendor

“l like working for myself because nobody can cohtme..... nobody
forced me to do it.... even my dad cannot tell mehamy related to work....I will tell
my dad if | am not feeling well then | will takestgit is totally fine not to work for
some days ...however | cannot do that way in gtleeson’s job...”

2) Mr. Tricky, 14 year old, porter

“I worked three jobs before, just to give them wawith the hope of having
regular employment and income....in one shop, ortauemnt and one teashop....but
| could not work there for long...the first thingtieey paid less so | did not think it's
worth to keep to support my family....and also | mid like working under the boss
who rules what to do and what not to do.....nextd teaput aside money to travel to
work....worst of all employer didn’t provide enougidgoroper meal ...no meat and
fish, only vegetables...so | had to spend extraeydor food ....how could | bring
enough money back to home at the end of.day

4.3.4 Leisure activities

It is clear that SCL did not get the adequate arhofifree time and much
relaxation although they can take some time to yemyith their friends at their
workplace. However, this condition is differentrfitane SCL to another child even if
the type of job was alike. The two case studieshagimilar context; earning as the
first priority, assisting parents as the secondghand playing as the last thing they

can do at a total free time.
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1) Mr. Strong, 15 year old, hard manual labor

“From very early morning to till noon, | was in theorkplace and then |
came back but again | helped my mom selling podtcand only in some evening |
can hang out with my friends....”

2) Ms. Honey, 12 year old, bird house vendor

“During off-days | have to assist mom running erdarand do laundry for
the whole family....nobody can do if | do not becamgemother will feel cold and
pain in her leg when she gets wet....only afterisfiad, | will play sometimes with my
friends..”

However, some children spend their free time whhirt friend at the
workplace, doing things like roaming around, swimgin the river, playing street
games, sharing the pleasure of humor, fighting eaxdther in the sense of intimacy
and connection but some SCLs do leisure activiatelsome only when their work is
over; such as playing computer games at the neateshet shops or watching TV at
their home or neighbors or relatives’ houses or esdrys play soccer with their
friends.

In connection to leisure occasions, friendship eratt for SCLs. They
always well described their time with friend; whia¢y did with their friend, how they
spent with her friend, why they got fun when theyrked together. Four SCLs shared
their best experiences of doing leisure activitibde they are earning.

1) Ms. Paragon, 12 year old, street vendor

“Instead of keeping at the platform, sometiméakke train journey up and
down with my friend and that made us more enjoyablefeel like earning
effortlessly...”

While she is pointing at her best friend....she cured

“...we are very close, we sell together and play @ad together and
mostly fight together...hehe...”

2) Mr. Hero, 13 year old, manual labor

“...it is always great if the day goes with my frisndnaking fun each
other take away getting tired before | notice...nin@e, the merrier actually...”

3) Mr. Help, 15 year old, street vendor
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“....we do whatever we like ....we fight, we play demed we swim
together”

4) Mr. Keen, 13 year old, boy scavenger

“Many times | go out with my friends to collectris because of not being

lonely as | went alone...”
T

Figure 4.3 Going out with friends to collect waste
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4.4 Health risks from street work activities

Obviously, there are the significant negative heatipacts from the street
jobs which involves long working time, oppressiverling environment, and high
demand of earning outcome. As a consequence, thrapprrisks or accidents, and
worked-induced sickness are the common physicdlhhesks which are connected to
unhealthy lifestyles and risk behaviors while engggstreet activities. On top of that,
also the emotional and social health risks resultech anxiety and stress, and/or
exploitation, violence and abuse, as well as saelationship would be counted to
examine the negative health outcomes from earnilifg & the street. The following
findings indicate the physical and psychosocialseguences of street earning on

health and well-being of the young children.

4.4.1 Work-induced illness

There is no point to deny that all types of str@etk activities in this
research involve a lot of physical labor. From gahé&o specific, the most frequent
aliments of SCL are fever, cough and diarrhea whiehapparently connected to their
earning nature and context. Since these are jugt symptoms and also common
illness, it is fairly difficult to differentiate wéther these problems are attribute by
work or not. However, some of the children informkdt they got sick because of all
working day and weakness.

It is suggested that SCLs generally feel exhausteeh they return home
from work. The street earning activities childresrfprmed are also low-skilled and
repetitive. Most of them are vendors but they areaving and always need to take a
distance walk and spend many hours in the streeta Bonsequence, their legs were
always induced by walking pains when the work ieroBody aches especially
backaches and growing pains in the leg are theigdlysuffering of work, resulting
from carrying heavy loads over their shoulders wadt.

From laboring outdoor, children are suffered pattc health-endangering
problems by the exposure to extreme weather. Sanlfatigue, lethargy, weakness
and headache are the common heat-related illness waildren have to work under
the intense sunlight. Similarly, they also catcfeer and cold when they earn on a

rainy day. These are some brief quotes from 5 stagees. Until some jobs are similar,
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the complaints about illness are not alike. Adaethat, some of them have to work in
more unpleasant conditions than others as theymeed heavy labor outdoor. They
complained as follows;

1) Mr. Gyspy, 15 year old, trishaw driver

“| feel weak and ill if I work non-stop day and hig..”

2) Ms. Paragon, 12 year old, vendor

“...my legs are tired and heavy after whole day levaik...”

3) Mr. Strong, 15 year old, manual labor

“I always get headache and pains all over the baden | return from
work...”

4) Ms. Honey, 12 year old, roving vendor

“Returning home | am almost collapsed from a longlkwon the
sweltering days...”

5) Mr. Hero, 13 year old, manual labor

“These days my legs are terribly painful...once ttens baskets are on

my shoulder, my knees become shaking then | carétypmove my legs....”

4.4.2 Malnutrition

Findings suggest that SCLs do not have nutritiaubadanced diets even
though SCLs can usually get some amount of foahtoEvidently, skipping the meal
due to the greediness of work is the major causgoof nutrition among SCLs. In
addition, they belongs to unhygienic conditionsaaese of their unhealthy lifestyles. If
the examples of porters and manual laborers aentdke results show that they take
bath in the river (according to them, it is jusirswing and playing with friends in the
river). Once they finish swimming, they do not charthe clothes and do not stay dry,
and end up getting cold and fever that can supphessappetite.

Another common health risk behavior related to mition is skipping
meal or late meal while they are earning since wgrkard is greatly affected their
daily income amount. They eat meal for fullnesg, oo balanced diet which is far
less attainable than in their knowledge and budgéte following sentiments
expressed in the quotation represent that foodsaralways at the disposal of SCLs

as a result their dietary intake is inadequateesthes habit is connected with income
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level and earning status of a day. Arguably, alltted quotes gave the profound
understanding of the nutritional impacts on chitdiem their ways of earning.

1) Ms. Honey, 12 year old, vendor

‘I wouldn't have a thought when | will have lunch.narmally I
skip....enough with breakfast and | will have dinméren | am back....but if | earn
well, I will have some snacks...”

2) Mr. Charm, 13 year old, vendor

“I do not stop working just only for eating and éfginto habit of having
late lunch...”

3) Mr. Tricky, 14 year old, porter

“The demanding time of the day is around 1 or 2 pthis. is the time
buyers or traders coming back after purchasing rtheares from market then they
might require assistance to carry their stuff teithvehicles so they will employ us for
a fee...l have to keep patient waiting them....thalt'g ivis less possible to eat before
that time...”

4) Mr. Smart, 14 year old, vendor

“I have to give all the money to my aunty....if | makgood sale, | will
buy a meal... or | will only live on snacks on keEaining days....if | had breakfast at
home, | will eat nothing at all....I do not want taypher less at the end of the day....”

5) Mr. Hero, 14 year old, manual labor

“I work at early morning so | cannot eat breakfasit | eat lunch if |
finished work...I am used to it though...duringdk® | might have some sweets and
snacks like biscuits...”

On top of that, malnutrition is a combination ofveral factors and
conditions. As per the researcher’'s observatiofidmem are working in the street
where there are unhygienic conditions such as akseihsanitation facilities and lack
of hygienic clothes and no wholesome food and sa&iter. Since they earn in the
street, they only eat street food that are notdmnigienough and they are also not able
to drink safe water, which usually causes them afidal illness. Ms Paragon said
that her diarrhea makes her sick because the sihegt she eats everyday does not
cook well the meal but this is only her choice sirthe shop is not only cheap and

okay but also being near the working platform.
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“Sometimes, | got abdominal upset because theidg$oare not well-

cooked and sometimes | ate spoiled fish-sauce défurtice”

4.4.3 Potential accidents and risks

Another observation in the street was the poteatiaidents which might
probably put SCLs at immediate risk. Preciselyckuunning over to cross between
speeding the cars just to reach to the residepibaes and get customers is one of the
dangers faced by these mobile child vendors evayy athough actual road traffic
accidents were not recounted in the course of relsetn the case of vendors at the
train stations, walking between platforms and jumgpon and off the train could turn
out to occur the worst harms in any moment durkrggrtworking. Similarly, another
scenarios of risks and accidents are dangerou€is $ke Ms. Angel who is highly
likely to get ferry accident while commuting for vko Mr. Keen who is at the risk of
animal bite while scavenging and Ms. Vocal who tieeschance of being a victim of
trafficking while begging.

1) Mr. Keen, 13 year old, scavenger

“Raining, on the other hand, is not good becausthefrisk of snakes and
other animals like tiger mosquitos or bees....Ummvehbeen bitten by dogs for two
times and pricked by the iron nail for one time...”

2) Ms. Angel, 15 year old, vendor

“While crossing the river, our small craft can turover at any time
because of the strong wind and the big waves”

3) Ms. Vocal, 12 year old, girl child beggar

“I was asked by some people to follow them to takeey....”
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& )

Figure 4.3 Earning life of a porter Figure 4.4 - Earnirfg bf a scavenger

4.4.4 Stress and anxiety

It is found that SCLs seem happy and proud of thaining life and try to
see positive about their jobs. However, feelingtoéss and depression was also found
in the SCLs although it was not as visible as ptatdharms and ill health. Basically,
children complained about what made them worrieti iressed. It is found that they
were concerned about their earning which can dectéihancial anxiety. It should not
come as a surprise that the context and natur&edtsvork caused SCL unsatisfied
with their work activities especially when the segs from earning involved the bad
experiences in their daily life. Through undersiagdhe earning life of SCLs from
the following 5 case studies, the effects of negaémotion outweigh the effects of
positive one.

1) Mr. Charm, 13 year old, vendor

“I am proud to work because this is the job thaings food to us every
day...

2) Mr. Sport, 13 year old, vendor

“No matter what, | live my life happily....I earn asuch as | can ...No
worries...when the time came, my eggs will be ovaren if | cannot finish, we can
make curry for our dinner”

3) Mr. Help, 14 year old, porter
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“When | am happy is getting more payment for cargylight stuff....what
| am disappointed is getting less payment for dagyheavy stuff....”

4) Ms. Honey, 12 year old, girl vendor

“When | cannot earn, | am really depressed....all tg, high volume of
chanting and painful walking, getting tired in teen but no customer, no selling, no
money....at that time, | do not even want to go bawmke as the debt came to my
mind”

5) Mr. Tricky, 14 year old, boy porter

“I cannot much patient and also frustrate my woskthe time a crowd of
people are pushing me and | almost fall over samegiand people walk past me so |
can barely move and wait them for some time...”

Similarly, it was also clear to pinpoint that soctaldren got distress as
the emotional risks from their work. The chance #redmount of risks or benefits will
be different according to the environment and thepte they have to deal, even if
they are employed in the similar nature of workeféhare two case studies of SCLs
who have two contrasting uncomfortable feelinge@#d by emotional overwhelm
from their work. On one hand, they were really sa€kheir job but on the other hand,
they feel terrible to lose earning to support thamilies. According taMr. Thrilled,
he cannot give up his job although he got a bac®apce in relationship with his
current employers until he has been working forertban two years. But according to
Mr. Hero, he thought that his job is too much tired in canipg with other street jobs,
at the same time he wanted to maintain his jobadsal at the same time as long as he
earned well. They mentioned both desirable and sirelde terms.

1) Mr. Thrilled, 11 year old, teaboy

“I want to be home again...l can work either in nifage or previous tea
shop....l like my previous boss because he treatedetieand was never upset me
with me when | did wrong...In fact he granted mephelege of being the youngest
worker... | can even eat what | like....l didn’t hauelskind of situation here”

“But | cannot run from work as | am dreaded the pkecand places that |
do not know in this big city Yangon....also | havedatinue working as long as my

parents ask me to do...”
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2) Mr. Hero, 13 year old, manual labor

“I will not be alright to live a day without carryig stones and my
shoulders get itchy for that day...ha-ha... | got Steesnot because | have to work
hard, but because | won't have a job for the dayp. mg, the harder, the better...”

“But | also feel like to ever give up this work whewas deadly fatigued
and lethargy on some sweltering day”

Another important observation was the fear of S@iad would be the day
they might be arrested by the police, the gredésstof all time. Children definitely
concerned about police custody during their worlicaithey knew how tough it was
from their earning experiences. Though every S@lsfanxious about police custody
as an everyday problem, the following narrationsulobe quoted as the more
prominent cases.

1) Ms. Paragon, 12 years old, vendor

“I hate the police. These day they are very stmct; allowing the vendors
to sell on the platform. They often chase us stawe to run ad go hiding them and
cover our stuff”

2) Mr. Vocal, 12 years old, beggar

“I will never let myself to be arrested....if theljge got me, it must be
difficult for my mom to receive me back....if | canmearn, she will get into
trouble....”

Most important of all, SCLs are feeling insecurethwthe residential
condition. Generally, the dwelling situations of lSCare either rental or homeless,
both legal and illegal. Most of the place are slwelling, dwelling at the door way,
night-stop at the bus terminal, working class hogsir illegal makeshift tent. In this
situation, children are old enough to worry abdwirt insecure living; either a notice
that will be given by the authority to move fronetplace or inability to pay for a
house rental or the ultimate risk of being ontostreets and becoming homelessness.
These scenarios match with the living conditiond/gf Vocal, Ms. Angel, Mr. Style
and Mr. Hero.

1) Ms. Vocal, 12 year old, beggar

“It's terrible when it rains at night, we get wend can’t sleep but we

don't have anywhere to move out...”
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2) Ms. Angel, 15 year old, girl vendor

“The authority told us that we had to move out fi&ce...l have no idea
where we can live and we cannot even rent a place...”

3) Mr. Style, 15 year old, vendor

“...I have some sleepless nights since | was wormed the police would
arrest us while | am sleeping... then we have todimather place to live”

4) Mr. Hero, 13 year old, manual labor

“My mother has to pay monthly housing rental fedohhs fairly costly
and the owner never understood our struggles anat weareceive payment at the last
day of every month...and she would never get dekayeallect rental fee if we cannot

pay at the right moment, we have to move away thenplace immediately...”

4.4.5 Exploitation, violence and abuse

SCLs are prone to encountering with some abuseits tiey are working
in the street. Even though some are working togethgh their parents or
acquaintances who can take care of them, all ttaysof street activities occurred to
SCLs to be exploited by the people and their emvitent. Some of the forms are
negligible but some are intolerable even if SCLentkelves did not see them as
oppressive circumstances.

There are a few examples to understand those éxgbloases. Some adult
vendors attempt to keep the things the childreln Bl Sportmentioned that his eggs
were stolen before he kneMr. Keensaid that some people bully him in such way of
name calling when he approaches to their housesalfetts a bit of useful material
near their houses. Not surprisingly, he is verbaigitreated since most communities
in Myanmar suspect the children who earn throughpiaking as the thieves when
they become visible around their house to colleetrecycled waste materials. What
people called him in local way was “kout-to” whiliterally mean “picking thief”.

“In the street some people shout at us "thievescaraing here...... hey you
stay away from our house$kr. Keen, 13 year old, scavenger)

Another similar story told by scavenging child was chance of getting
assault by people of grown-up or late adolesceawvestgers. Therefore, it was

important to understand that street activities welasely related to age position.
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However, it is not always the case when the dunatibengaging in street work and
the wide ranges of street working experiences ladssame another consideration. For
example, not everyone, but three SCLs; 2 porterd ame vendor quote their
experiences of victimization.

1) Mr. Help, 15 years old porter

“I was not intimidated by adult porters but my @ often bullied
me...this guy is expert and he worked 3 or 4 jobsl .hswe learned from him though
he is younger than me...”

2) Mr. Tricky, 14 year old, porter

“We are bullied by seniors....we again bully our jors...we bully each
other within our group, sometimes | was victims [ait another time | was
perpetrator”

3) Mr. Smart, 13 year old, street mobile vendor

“When | go with some other guys who are oldemtimae...because they
know the roads...| was always intimidated to shammesgrofits with them.....they
think that they give me a chance to access touktomers so | can make more sales
....in fact it is bullying...”

What was worst are the case stories of anotheiS@los; teaboy and hard
manual laborer. It was evident that tea-boy hagsiphlly abused by the teashop
owner and also some abusive customers while olaecustomers treat well and give
him small tips that he can buy some food whilefdiké clothes are also offered by
some neighbors. Though the two circumstances happ&inthe same time in the same
job, he no longer want to take the bad with thedgothe information from child
manual labor is also equally important but more nemted to labor exploitation.
Apparently, manual causal laborers always needddasurvive so some employers
keep taking advantages on him. Like other manuadr he has to work under the
supervision of team managers. In this situatiomesananagers tried to manipulate the
price when people demand for work. Labor explaiativas obviously there. The

following quotations are told with regrets by tiealboy and the manual labor.
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1) Mr. Thrilled, 11 year old, teaboy

“There is no day | am not beaten by my boss ifllsimething wrong....
some customers badly shout at me and lay the armyohead if they are not satisfied
with the service | give them....sometimes peoplesléps for me so | can buy snacks
and some give me clothes....actually the bad outweighgood to work here”

2) Mr. Hero, 13 year old, manual labor

“It rarely occurred to us that team supervisor gaiell...the prices per
basket are always changing according to the nunabéaborers...especially the rate
was decreased than normal when more people conamubeof favorable conditions,
for example, if they accept our own basket which isit smaller than their order-
made....for them no need to worry for labor to fintiskir work on time.....but | have
to take the job for money... | cannot be chooser”

In the situation of begging in the street, the mirthe study has also been
treated badly by the authority. During in-deptremtew, she said desperately

“If 1 keep staying at boat ticket station and askomay from the
passengers, the manager shouted at me very badlgtéempted to put me away from
the place so | try not to see the manager...becadisan really afraid of him..."(Ms.
Vocal, 12 year, child beggar)

Apart from being abuse in the workplace, girls arere likely to get
domestic abuse than boys. The two girl SCLs hagesiperiences of some domestic
abuse by parents. Even though both of them havéasidissatisfaction originated
from their psychological and physical harm causgadnlding and physical abuse at
home, begging girl faced more suffering becauseiskeerced to earn enough. They
said

1) Ms. Angel, 15 year old, vendor

“My father beats me very hard when he gets druntta.not love him like
before...”

2) Ms. Vocal, 12 year old, child beggar

“When | was not in the mood to beg, my mom oft&hlilce "don't you go
begging till now?" If | earn less, she always sealdne saying that "you do not work
hard since you just play around, do you?” | am tikeed of my mother's

disappointment to me”



Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol. Univ. M.A.(Healtbci&l Science) / 79

. = e

Figure 4.5 Earning life of child manual labor and child beggar

4.4.6 Social relationship

Through the nature of street based activities, wizs really good was the
considerable social environment and group atmogpbiework. For examples some of
them are not working isolated and at least theykvedong with their friends or other
acquaintances and also supervised by their pasrdsrelatives. Environment that
they were in profoundlynfluences SCLs in either good or bad ways. Howgetrezy
know both their favorable and unfavorable situatitny experiences and how to deal
with them. From the perspectives of SCLs, somegioasl relationship with people or
try to get on well with the people and even carl dath, exploitative conditions while
others do not trust on the people through theirkimor relationship. For example, Mr.
Charm looks charming and got affection from thespagers and train staff and even
police. He said

“I know most of the staff on the train and theyldee me and | also help
them with what they ask me to do, therefore urdiker vendors, even police do not
take the money from me for vending fee on trdimlso have regular customers and
they buy only from me and wait until they saw mwerking on train is not only
vending skills but also people skills...”

In fact there are both good and bad people anerdift social dealings
throughout their earning course. The following teases supported the finding that
how the earning life of SCLs were shaped by thaiiad relationship.

1) Mr. Strong, 15 year old, manual labor

“I was employed in the current job with the helpnoy brother’s friend. He

is really like my brother and very nice to me amagecfor me....we always go together
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and come back together....even | finished first, It viaam until he finished his
work....at work, he always speaks out for me....”

2) Mr. Style, 15 year old, vendor

“I have friends and people to hang out and some\aag/ supportive but
some are cheated on me and taught me bad halstddikking and playing casino...”

4.4.7 Health risk behaviors

As | have argued elsewhere, SCLs can do the samik@adult workers
and their earning style is always in the contextafpetition and expectation, they
always end up getting harms to them. They behavéddause they did not realize
what impacts would be there on return. At the eistt, behaviors are apparently there;
both tangible behaviors of drinking alcohol andhgsglue which is the cheap drug for
SCLs and intangible behaviors like skipping mealdelaying meal time which are
affected by the circumstances of street works.

Through reviewing the findings, some risky behawican be identified as
follows;

- Working at night

- Sleeping outside where it is not safe

- Going to the dangerous environment

For examples, the trishaw driver spends in theestm@rking extra time at
night and sleeps on the trishaw while the scavengett to the risky places where he
can collect wastes exposing dangerous environméeteas the roving vendor goes
further and walks a long distance and gets honmee datsleep outside from time to
time.

1) Mr. Gypsy, 15 year old, trishaw driver

“I did not return home some nights and workedl#te night and sleep on
the trishaw by making myself ease on it lightimrg@squito coil on the ground...”

2) Mr. Keen, 13 year old, scavenger

“....normally | find rags in the street...but if | d@ethget enough things till
| am taking a long time, | will go into the buskaegshe back of houses and dump sites

and drains where | can find rags quickly but ndes@r me to do so....”
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3) Mr. Smart, 14 year old, roving vendor

“I am always getting late and sometimes | can'trewatch up the last
train so | have to sleep at the stations....it happened to me every now and then...”

Another observation was that some SCLs do not wegprotection when
they work in the street. Outside they are exposddtense direct sunlight, but no hat
in the head and no flip-flop in the feet accordiogheir preference. It was also found
that the habit of bare footing caused sores aretsilon their legs. Especially vendors
and scavengers have such kind of experiences.

1) Mr. Smart, 13 year old, scavenger

“I am not used to wearing the hat....I have one bdbn't like to wear
it...”

2) Ms. Angel, 15 year old, vendor

“I often got foot irritation and pain since | wakknd work in the rain with
no shoes...”

3) Mr. Keen, 13 year old, scavenger

“I never wear flip-flop. When | go and collect ing ditch, flip-flop always
stuck in the mud...but I've got iron-nail pricking 1 or 3 times but it usually goes
away after a few days”

Last but never least, the findings also indicateat hot everyone but two
boy SCLs got the habit of drinking, smoking andgiuse.

1) Mr. Gypsy, 15 year old, trishaw driver

“I sniffed glue...feel like | am addicted to it...l&moking is not my kind,
sometimes | join brothers from work for drink”

2) Mr. Strong, 14 year old, manual labor

“I didn’t smoke and didn’t use any drug....but | uByarank alcohol with
my friends”

4.5 Health care and treatment
| would argue that SCLs do not see their work ashallenging thing
or/and a demanding part of their life even if thegre engaged in unprotected working

condition and unfavorable environment every daye Tata said that SCLs got not
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only physical harms but also psychosocial presaacestress. At the end of the day,
they always give comments that health problemsnatehe priority in their earning
life. It can be generally concluded that healthecand treatment is not as important as
earning of a day. Deciding whether to treat or smnedepends on the four main
components; 1) health perception and awarenessje@ision of taking medical
treatment, 3) access to health care and 4) sadfaradt family support.

4.5.1 Health perception and awareness

The data indicated that SCL embrace the feelindgnagdpiness on their
working life and they also have strong positivemgeon health when they are earning
on the street. They believe that healthy livingasing happy and productive working
life. Some of them also have the opinion that stvemrks help them healthy because
the activities involve a lot of walking which isgulike doing daily physical exercise.
At the same time, other SCLs believe that theidtheaould be poorly affected by
their work. The following narratives made theselings realized.

1) Ms. Paragon, 12 year old, vendor

“If I get happiness, | will be healthy....I would fe®t well and not happy
if | cannot come to the station for a day”

2) Mr. Tricky, 14 year old, porter

“I think 1 am fit...l walk in search of passengers.cdrry things....look
like | am doing exercises...even my muscles havert@estout...Look! How strong |
am now”

3) Mr. Keen, 14 year old, scavenger

“I think | am not healthy...l am going outside allydeong, collecting rags
which is very dirty...I will get the diseases becausam not eating good food,
sometimes | am skipping meal...sun always makes adadtee and fever”

Primarily, some SCLs have some awareness abouhheal related risks
of their street works but seem limited in awarenetghe short and long term
consequences of their health. Even if they knowy tdo not pretty much care for
themselves because they want to maximize theiireain every possible ways while
some SCLs paid attention to health to keep thenUfiderstanding the following four
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case studies, it was a phenomenon, both positideagative of health perception and
awareness by SCLs’ own words.

1) Ms. Honey, 12 year old, vendor

“I cannot go out every day and have to take restsfume days especially
when | am not well and get painful leg which issedi by walking long hours...”

2) Ms. Angel, 12 year old, vendor

“I need to take some days off after working at nagndays ...if | worked
continuously | would get ill and could not workdat...if could not earn, this will turn
out to be more daunting and stressed about money...."

3) Mr. Style, 15 year old, vendor

“I do not care health and even | am not afraid efth....all | care is to be
able to earn a great deal of money...”

4) Mr. Gypsy, 15 year old, trishaw driver

“I know | have got bad health habits...but you knowergbody will get
sick whether they care about their health or nobme people get more frequent ill

even if they are caring their health a lot...”

4.5.2 Decision of taking medical treatment

Speaking of decision making for medical treatmemajority of children
follow what their parents want them to do. In moases, they told their parents or
guardians how they feel when they do not feel htrig their workplace. However,
some SCLs decide by themselves and also preferatmge by themselves, not just
because they do not want to let their parents khotwthey do not want them to be
worried about them.

1) Mr. Charm, 13 year old, vendor

“My dad decided for everything....when | catch a fevectually do not
want to visit the clinic but he will take me to s@th the doctor...”

2) Mr. Help, 15 year old, porter

“...I decide myself...but if my mother knows that Irevhwell, she will tell
me to visit the clinic....in fact | will be alrighhdhe next days after taking some drugs
from the chemist ...1 will go to work as usual ...themill even forget my sickness

after some time...”
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In the case of a boy street vendor who lived irdiially, he had a different
story. He said as follow
“Since | live alone in Yangon, | will make the daon for myself...who

cares for me?’(Mr. Style, 15 year old, vendor)

4.5.3 Access to health care

When children feel ill, they can access to headte avhich is consulted by
general practitioners who they can find out anywh@ihere is health care by private
doctor or medical professions but there has notnbpmvided freely by the
government. Added to that, some cost-sharing pufdispital or health center is
located in inner city where they can find difficuld access. In this situation,
transportation cost after the opportunity cost efjular earning is considered as
another barrier of accessing to the health care.

Moreover, children asserted that they were fitheirt working life and did
not need to take any special care and just gaetteaver the counter mostly and their
illness cannot also sustain in their body. Theghmthat some of them have never
visited any doctor or health center in their lifegly because they do not need that.
Also the funny thing is that they are reluctansée the doctor because they are afraid
of needle injection. In the other cases they liaehave injections but they do not
choose because it is expensive.

1) Ms. Paragon]?2 year old, vendor

“If | feel sick, germs cannot stay longer in my pad’

2) Mr. Strong,15 year old, manual labor

“I cannot think of the time that | needed to vikié clinic...so far | haven'’t
got any serious disease...”

Even if they need to get treated, the first attetogteat the illness is self-
medication by all participants’ response. Somedecail go to the chemist shop and ask
medicine by telling their symptoms but some childezen know the drugs they have
to take for illness. The findings from the intemwieindicate that children are

considered clinics or health centers as the pldmasdo not belong to.
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1) Ms. Honey,12 year old, vendor

“We have lots of clinics and drug stores near heree.can afford for
counter drugs... but visiting physician is costly..nempomatters....2000 or 3000 kyats
for consultation fees could make enough meal ferethtire family...”

2) Ms. Angel,15 year old, vendor

“We have local doctor near the house...and also 23 agrocery stores
where | can buy medicines...... which one | chooseydtlill? Certainly 1 will only
choose the grocery store which | have to spend stimathing...”

In addition, most of the children took pills (Deewg— a sort of brand name
which is popular and commonly used among most ggegien they get sick.

1) Mr. Help, 15 year old, porter

“I took Decogen at the last time | feltill...”

2) Mr. Strong,15 year old, manual labor

“I buy the drugs from store....you know "Decogen"ttwdl make me feel

better shortly...”

4.5.4 Self-care and family support

As prior mentioned, the results from this studygrsied that most of the
children somehow neglected their health even byndedves since their main focus is
to earn money to contribute family income. In sarases, even their parents were not
informed about the status of health problems ftinegithe great concern of money
factor or feeling of less seriousness on illnepeaking of the parental care, just being
parent naturally seemed enough to care their @mldrHowever, difficulties
encountered in the workplace of SCLs and SCL'sirigeand even coping with risks
and health problems were no or less paid attefityothe parents. They did not notice
to what extent children are affected from work. Wtieey concerned is to get the
money from children at the end of the day.

“Sometimes, my parents did not even know and askrevh am
working...our family notion is "Take care of yoursdifyou get something bad, you
have to manage your own”..(Mr. Strong, 15 year old, manual labor)

It seemed inevitable that some SCLs always havedhdencies to run

away from home when they live within unhappy fanelyvironment such as parental
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fight and domestic conflictsSome of them felt hopeless as they did not get much
attention and care from their parents although thaye to work and financially
support for family.

| have some days that | go back home late and sme®tdo not even go
back at all, especially when my father gets drumkl anakes argument with my
mother....Recently | was desperate to run away fromehand stayed at my friend’s
house (Mr. Keen, 14 year old, scavenger)

Naturally, SCL were getting resilient in unprotettenvironment and
learned how to keep secure themselves. In othedsyo8LCs are capable of
overcoming their difficult circumstances and finchys out to make them safe in
earning life. For example, a girl street vendatrain station explained her experiences
on dealing with menaces of open street work, sobeio realize that the train could
not stop immediately unlike cars sbe can probably fall off from the train anytime.
The following quotes are the experiences of 4 SCLs.

1) Ms. Paragon, 12 year old vendor

“Having risks depends on how | get on and off trent..| keep myself
safe so | don’t hop onto Japan train because tepssbf carriage are steep and the
doors are closed automatically...”

2) Ms. Vocal, 12 year old beggar

“Ohh | am pretty strong and healthy and | do noedeeven to take the
medicine....need no special treatment and recovewlgldy going around and
playing...”

3) Mr. Charm, 13 year boy vendor

“...when | feel like | am not well in an evening afierk, | take medicine
right away as | am back home and go to sleep eamty then | will feel good in the
next morning...”

4) (Ms. Honey, 12 year old, vendor)

“I will not go out for selling at the next days ahdve to take rest...”
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4.6 What causes SCLs?

Child labor is a multifaceted phenomenon and tresee some different
reasons of becoming SCLs from becoming street i@nldhroughout the process of
data collection and analysis. The primary reasomg ehildren came to the street for
earning activities were explored by factors at tmasehold level through issues
related to economic situation of the family, issuekated to the parents and issues
related to the children and cultural factors aqgl@ed. In the next chapter, however,
the external factors linked to the family and crdtudactors will be explained by social
structure of poverty, economic and political praess of family collapse from the
perspective of Critical Medical Anthropology.

4.6.1 Issues related to economic situation of tharhily

The frequent comments of SCLs related to theiriegrare all related to
experiencing economic difficulty of their family duas coping with low income level
and suffering from debt. Poverty was obviously ¢hewith the families in hand-to-
mouth situation to survive on the basic needscadle studies belong to this scenario.
The following four quotes from three boys and twidsgpointed out that an existence
SCL came into play in the situation like deprivethhcial status of family.

1) Mr. Help, 15 year old, porter

“Only my father's income was not enough for the lefiamily”

2) Mr. Keen, 13 year old, scavenger

“My mom worked here with the lowest income...”

3) Mr. Thrilled, 11 year old, teaboy

“We had a financial hard time...we had times starnimgome days...”

4) Ms. Paragon, 12 year old, vendor

“Mostly our finance is such a mess...what we earseghat we spent...”

5) Ms. Angel, 15 year old, vendor

“The money is coming and going and never stay usth”

The other 3 responses also showed that childrentstavork in the street
to sort out family’'s economic hardship once theglized inadequate income of the

household and the need of financial contribution.
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6) Mr. Tricky, 14 year old, porter

“...'a day without my income’ was difficult to manageings for my
parent”

7) Mr. Charm, 13 year old, vendor

“...This is the job that | can bring the food for egery day...”

8) Mr. Sport, 14 year old, vendor

“l earned for my mother since my father pay vettydito her...”

Similarly, the child choose to beg because the srokkt her out to beg
simply because it is an easy option to earn adivifihat's why, it would not be
possible for her not to beg because the moneyahehtome made a bit difference in
particular to their daily meals.

“When | cannot give money for her food during heildhood...yes maybe
in her age of 6 or 7 year old...since that time skst got into habit of asking money
from acquaintances or the people she knows andugiddshe dared to ask money
from more and more people and until now she eathatl way.....ohh if she is not
going to beg, who will give the money for us..ml breastfeeding and we cannot stay
hungry...so we have no choice(Mother of a girl child beggar)

As both cause and effect of poverty, children esthfamilies have to take
a part in a main role to pay for the debt, sindat deakes worse as children are born to
poor families with the impact of repaying debtshmusehold incomes. It is found that
most of families of SCL have regular repayment debt and children must work
because their income was indispensable espec@lpay for the family debts. The
circumstances of family’s debts are not escapaidethis was usually happened not
only as parents have no financial literacy or gowncial management but also due to
other factors like financial needs for daily expiumes.

In the case of a girl street vendor, she narrdtatiter mother was cheated
for money. She helped one of her acquaintancesetoagloan in which her
recommendation and personal responsibility is neéddethe whole loan application
process. It was cruel since the borrower ran avaalydid not repay the money. At the
end, her mother has to pay back the money on behalbrrower and left her family
in debts since the amount of repayment includirgititerest was pretty high. Finally

they end up borrowing money from one lender to lagotThe cycle seemed endless
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taking from one and giving to another. In this vihgy were quite difficult to get rid
of their debts life and made them poorer and keehrning in the street.

“My mother was manipulated by one of her acquaintm...since that
time, we were in a very rough financial position...are still paying back those
debts...at times | even have no money to refill ilvekof bird cages{Ms. Honey, 13
year old, street vendor)

Based on another 2 case studies, it was a brutal ttnat children have to
live in such a way of both poverty and spiralingodevhich was the best and
immediate solution to the problems of income sladirtfue to job insecurity, incurring
debt, accommodation stability, habit of gamblingmplicated financial affair outside
the family and subsequent investment after cortimcaf goods by police.

1) (Ms. Paragon, 12 year old, vendor)

“When we are in need of money, we have to borroww. ¢en we survive
without debt?....usually when the police keep bottleslost profit so we get the loan
to replace our goods for the next day...that's whystiek to water bottle which is
small cost....the more invest, the greater risk $& lmoney”

2) Mr. Hero, 15 year old, manual labor

“It is not possible that | do not have to work stnwe have debts to pay
when we spent while both of my father and | weteobaccupation...”

Last but never least, living in poverty is unquasdbly the significant
barrier for pursing education. In the worst cagepoverished families could not even
afford to send their children out to school at stfagge and considered that education
is costly. Schooling needs to be spent a certaiouamof money even though
education is nominally at no cost for school gafBiserefore, shortage of family
finances has a great impact on the satisfactionhdéiren’ school experiences. To
illustrate, children from the poor family feel ngbod to attend school together with
other peers who have no problems with pocket mooeifporm, stationaries, lunch
box, and financial contribution for in-class adi®$. Mr. Strong, 15 year old, manual
labor explained his school experience and howfeétcéd to quit school.

“l could not take lunchbox to school because my ndaignnot cook....my

parents also cannot give me money to buy food.r. llatas sick of going to school as
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| have no meal at lunch time then | started to pllayant...then | totally quit the
school”

On top of that, extra tuition fees was a terribbadtache for parents with
low income while basic school needs have been iguest for poor households. Since
they did not receive a proper care and support ftieer parents, their interest on
study was fading fast; they stay away from claserahey lose motivation to study
and subsequently they decrease their school pesfozen Under those circumstances,
the poor children end up to leave school earlierabee of the economic failure to
fulfil children’s needs. Finally children find a wabut to involve in money-earning
activities to supplement family needs because taye nothing to do and study but to
earn. It can be suggested that cost of educatioribates to children taking up
employment earlier. Obviously minimum school-le@vage of SCL in this study was

8 year old.

4.6.2 Issues related to the parents

Apart from family economic issues, other parensaitdrs act as drags on
causing child laborers. Speaking about parentaesuhe research looked at parental
education and employment, attitude and preferencstudy or to earn and other
family problems such as parental sickness.

First of all, parents’ level of education are retgat as illiterate, learned
(non-formal — monastery education), incomplete priyrievel, complete primary level
and above. Particularly, illiterate parents ars ldsly to encourage education which
they lost or never get it when they were in thdifldren’s age. Similarly, parents
graduated from monastery education or merely ablead and write do not support
their children’s education than parents studieduph formal education although they
did not even complete for the primary level.

Next, parental attitude and decision play an imgdrtole in contributing
child labors. From the interview with parents ofLS8ome declared positive attitude
of schooling and negative attitude of working. &ality, parents appear selfish and
they are less concerned about their child’s stuntlsthow approval and preferences to
work. However, it was unexpectedly found that nlbttee parents were discouraged

schooling and encouraged working. A few of themehthe respect/appreciation for
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schooling and a great concern to provide theirdcéilt a good education for a better
life. It can be argued that lack of schooling iduned by negative parental attitude and
education. The two street vendors shared theirrexqpees which are different stories;

one is supported by parents to enjoy schoolingenttie other one is neglected by
parents to end up working.

1) Mr. Sport, 14 year old, street vendor

“Actually my mother insisted me on going to scheradl gave more pocket
money and my dad send me to school and picked mweerpit was over every day...”

2) Mr. Style, 15 year old, street vendor

“My father was only busy with his work and his gaimdp and never asked
about my school performance...my mom needed the maoelywas employed at a
paddy field...”

Moreover, the results showed that lack of employmand low or
unskilled jobs of parents are loosely related whit cause of child labor. 9 out of 13
mothers of SCLs are housewives and do householesl@ home and one of SCL’'s
mother passed away when he was very young. Thengd# a living through vending,
begging, odd job work, and municipal staff. Excepé father who is suffering from a
chronic disease and two unemployed father, oneismped stepfather, most of the
father had jobs but unskilled work such as vendeagisal labor, fisherman, trishaw
driver and plum tree climber. As a result, childstart working outside the house and
earn money for the household when parents as legKdborers earn less income
which is not enough for the entire family.

On top of that, every SCLs’ family has the paremdales related to single
parenting, parental illness or disability, fathestshking which were the huge hurdles
to survive them in poverty-stricken circumstand@se or both sick parents affected
children to take more financial responsibilitieslam replace the financial role of sick
parent not to get their family into trouble.

1) Ms. Paragon, 12 year old, street vendor

“My parents have chronic diseases, mother with dtab and father with

leg pain”
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2) Ms. Honey, 12 year old, street vendor

“My mother became only a breadwinner since my daabk wgetting
stroke...now when she cannot work because of her gain, we replaced her
position”

Worst of all situations, parents did waste moneybmoze and fagslike
drinking and gambling behavior and it push childterwork in the street. There was
no comparable for both drinking and gambling proideof father. Three of SCLs’
fathers involved in gambling acts such as playiagls, two digit lottery and casino
game and the other two fathers had a habit of helawking. To be precise, such
addicted behaviors and neglectful acts of househe#tl was not a person’s deal but a
dreadful family collapse in term of losing monegducing family income, parental
fights or making trouble for the family, ignoringitdren. Ultimately, parental factors
were a big push for becoming a child laborer asamrread winner.

1) Mr. Keen, 13 year old, scavenger

“My father drink anytime, either day or night...he gsiite addicted to
alcohol....until he is not feeling well, he won’tstdrinking.....he always finds me to
collect the money...”

2) Ms. Angel, 15 year old, street vendor

“I am fed up with my father....he is drinking all thme...sleeping, sitting
in front of TV and doing nothing....never thinks obney struggles.... such an
alcoholic idiot...”

3) Mr. Style, 15 year old, street vendor

“We used to have the financial well-being...but mayhdr spent on
gambling that made our family lost everything atay/ed in debt...”

4) Mr. Strong, 15 year old, manual labor

“My dad’s is quite addicted to gambling of diffetekinds, from local
games like playing dice with other trishaw drivéssamusement centers...sometimes
he picked a quarrel with other players...neitherdupported financially nor worried

for the family... he only made troubles.... fatharas good...only mother is good...”
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4.6.3 Issues related to the children

Two issues related to children; poor performance sohooling and
motivation for earning are suggested. First of thlk data showed that SCLs used to
have the bad experience in studying such as diffidn understanding lessons and
negative reaction or lack of attention of teach&hsch made them to think school
boring and felt like they did not belong to thessaThis was definitely the fact that
some SCLs quitted school after failing severalmapis of exams. Added to that, lack
of interest, boredom, little ambition on schooliage the main factors to discontinue
schooling for SCL. According tMs. Honey’snarration, it is quite clear to understand
this context.

“I wonder why teachers want to teach better studenthey’ve already
performed well in class and earned good scoresame...l am fed up with the neglect
of the teachers...”

The solid finding from the majority of SCL is thidtey were not restricted
to study solely for the reason of working. To guanother way, SCL did not abandon
schooling with the intention to work, but otherseas like inspiration to make money,
disapproval for studying. First they just quittechgol mostly because they cannot
perform well at school or they were not enrolleticsd at all. The following 3 case
studies seem reasonable to assume that work wafljasved by lack of enrollment
or discontinuation in school.

1) Mr. Gypsy, 15 year old, trishaw driver

“I cannot concentrate on my study but can earn nyoneow | am a proud
drop-out”

2) Mr. Syle, 15 year old, vendor

“I don’t think our village school is good ...I feebted at school ...I think
city is better than village to earn money and aogknowledge...”

3) Mr. Keen, 13 year old, scavenger

“l also used to join to free school but lately Iftldbecause | was not
uncomfortable to study together with the youngeidodn in the same class...even the
oldest one’s age is 4 or 5 years younger than mihenly should earn money”
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4) Mr. Sport, 14 year old, vendor

“I feel no regret for quitting school because | feeworking over school
where it is compulsory to study whole day with tabkes. In contrast, work makes me
get freedom...”

Similarly, a key informant claimed the colle&iveasons which are quite
consistent with the respondents’ answers to lagcbboling. She said that

“Not all SCLs are discouraged school by their pasebut they are not
interested enough in study, as a result they dowastt to work hard in school then
stop schooling”

Lastly, childhood illness was a new interestingt fd@at children were
supposed to end schooling and work for the fanfilgrasome time since there was an
age gap to return to schoMs. Paragon, 12 year old, vendsaid

“While | was at KG, | was got frequently ill and #tat time my mother
was a labor in the city center....so whenever | fitkedhe could not come back to
see...there was too much absence from classes...fmgllpnom withdrew me from
school”

It would be assumed that children are asked byr thaients to work,
however, some parents did not even notice theid ahiworking. Once their child
brings every little penny to home, they know busiho wonder that they do not mind
the children since they get extra income. Thereftrere is no doubt that children
choose to work with some hidden motivations like tlse of family income, paying
for family debts, avoiding the cost of schoolinghaligh the decision to work comes
from their parents formally. In fact, children felsense of gratitude towards their
parents even at a very young age and see themss\@sesponsible person so they
believe that their working is the only way out fomother income source to help with
family poverty. That's why, it should be acknowledjgthat children have passion or
desire to earn money even without any requestyfa@oe.

To put it in in the children’s perspective, SCLsvdaa strong sense of
earning regardless of what they do in the streeailse they understand the situation
of parents’ financial difficulty and also burdenrfaost of schooling. More
specifically, they naturally want to work and hay@od heart to help families and also

got motivation to do better in the future. They etgr consider taking up the
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employment as a bad thing. To increase family ecooatatus or to decrease family
debt, the interviewed children stated that workmgndispensable and perceived that
their earning role is important even if they disaqwe of their job.

Economic activities on the street consisted of aciat livelihood
opportunity for the minor street workers of thiadst. That's why they want to keep
the current job but simultaneously, they also haventention to get some vocational
job or find a work that is more rewarding and bénaf as a learning to earn in a good
amount of income, ultimatelfpr the betterment of their life. Taking insxcount of
the diversity in children’s purposes and insightsoll were positive about their work,
it is generally concluded with the six main motigatthemes that emerged from the
in-depth interview. The following motivation reasodescribe to realize why they are
engaged at work to earn money.

Motivations for survival and basic needs

1) Ms. Vocal, 12 year old, beggar

“If I don't want to do this, what else can | do@dnnot read, | do not know
calculation, but | know how to beg...I realized @ituation...no begging, no food...so |
do not feel embarrassed to beg...”

Motivations for sense of family responsibility

1) Mr. Hero, 13 year old, manual labor

“| feel like being responsible for mother, brothand sister and | cannot
want to see my mother crying in front of me...sovehaft home and find any possible
job and get some money back to home at the erayaf’d

2) Ms. Honey, 12 year old, vendor

“Now | do not really want to see fall all the heangsponsibilities only on
my sister's shoulder because | know how hard skadwork every day...”

3) Ms. Angel, 15 year old, vendor

“I have great sympathy for my parents because #reydisabled so | want
to take care of them....”

4) Mr. Keen, 13 year old, scavenger

“There is no point to keep myself in school whilg elder brothers have
been working for the family...l think children haswork when the parents cannot

work...”
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5) Ms. Paragon, 12 year old, vendor

“My mother earned when she was able...now is my turn

Motivations for taking care of younger siblings

1) Mr. Help, 15 year old, porter

“Since my sister got married and my two eldest heo$ lived with my
grandmother and studying, | became the eldestdk &fter my brother and sister...|
love them and want to be able to fulfil with whatethey need...l did not worry that |
stopped studying but | worry for them...they shogll to school and get an
education..”

2) Mr. Smatrt, 13 year old, vendor

“I have to be able to stand on my feet since | dohave any parents but
still have younger sister. She will need my suplater..”

Motivations for the skills for future working life lives

1) Mr. Tricky, 14 year old, porter

“I am much physically stronger like a man and maesilient than | was
before and have learnt to carry loads of bags wlths station and arrange them for
the passengers, knew more people, also becameagoegotiating...| am now
confident that | can stand on my own feet...whgmow up, | want to be a supervisor
of all porters or a carpenter’

2) Mr. Charm, 13 year old, vendor

“What if my dad die suddenly? | have already leartige skills to earn
money. Now | am learning by working...”

Motivations for sibling rivalry

1) Mr. Style, 15 year old, vendor

“When my brothers worked in the city, they got moreney than they
earned in our village. So | also want to show tHezan earn as much as they do so |
told my mother and left home to earn in the cltycan do anything if | get the
money...”

2) Mr. Gypsy, 15 year old, trishaw driver

“When | saw my brother earn money and buy thingh Wwis own money, |
also want to do like this and want to earn morentinay brother....I thought money is

more important than learning...”
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Motivations for self-worth

1) Mr. Strong, 15 year old, manual labor

“I always said to some of my friend like “we needhtave a job so we can
be proud of ourselves....if | could get any job | ldamork....making my parents stop
judging me and looking down on me is not worth,rbaking them proud of me...”

4.6.4 Cultural factors

Like other issues, cultural factor is also onels thain cause increasing
the prevalence of SCLs. In the present culture p&ivnar, children working is a skill
to acquire to prepare for the future while childean learn from the parents during
their childhood. This is claimed by not only paserind children but also by the
employer who is interviewed in this study. One éitimentioned that early working
experience will make the child to remember childhstruggles and sensible.

“He will value and spend money wisely when he grapsand does
well....that is why one of the best ways for childiearn money management is to
ask them to earn and be responsible for their ownew....”(Mr. Charm’s father)

Two mother commented about the necessity of work s positive on
their children’s working.

“There is nothing wrong with working by children tiiey are able to
earn...my parents and | worked in the past....now isdayghter’'s turn...” (Ms.
Paragon’s mother)

“When | was young, | had to leave school and wodalbge of family’s
poverty...now my children do the same like | waseirtage...| want them to grow
self-esteem from vending which | believe as a degerk” (Ms. Honey’s mother)

At the current age, street based informal worksrarteonly preferences
but also common practices for the poor children #oar family to make money in
more accessible way. One mother of non-SCL infortted most of the children in
the vicinity of her home are supposed to work ia gtreet since their families are
quite poor to fend for them.

“Lately selling bird houses became popular for tbkeildren because

children are able to earn more than adults do.....¢hieg is that children can
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negotiate with the customers to have a good priseme people try to help children
through buying things from them...”

Ms. Paragon, 12 years old, vendor claims that astence of street
vending is a perfect suit for them to earn monetiwitheir financial accessibility.

“Street vending is good for me...here is train statigpeople are
commuting and | am vending which is my opportunitygain money with little
financial capital”

An adult porter also share the interesting inforamatof how and why
children come and work as a child porter in thgyjet

“Mostly they come along with their working parertiscause they are no
longer attending school....as you see, their paremée porters and vendors and some
beggars...when children are at the jetty, they playyed with some other boys....day
by day when they saw other carrying things andtigetmoney, they also want to do
so.....but for some children they assist their pgsevending so they also became
vendors...they sell eggs or fruits or drinking wateisome snacks...it is how children
turn out to be street laborers....”

Interview with another 3 SCLs in similar setupsoakxplained their
experiences which seem related to economic and sotiural forces that pull them to
work in the street.

1) Mr. Strong, 15 year old, street worker

“Right after dropping school, my mother asked mea¢company her to
sell postcard. First | didn’t do anything and jusat somewhere near her working and
observe how she was selling but later | knew howelband worked together with
mother....”

2) Ms. Vocal, 12 year old, beggar

“Whenever my mother begged out, she took me with. lsince that time |
just followed what she did....”

3) Mr. Hero, 13 year old, manual labor

“One day the women next door suggested my mothet tae go together
with her and collect garbage....at the end of the dslag paid a few pennies...since

then | earn money....”
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In the case of teaboy, employers really do the mepdtion of profit from
minimization of wages by employing child labor altiyh they convince that they try
to help children and their family from out of potyerThe owner saw this situation as
tolerable by saying:

“We find it difficult to deploy adult workers witthe amount we can pay
and only children can be employed easily....I tldhikdren working is normal....l also
worked as a waiter in his age, now | have my ovashep....”(A male owner of the

teasho)
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CHAPTER V
DISCUSSION

In this chapter, the discussion centers on finglitigeoretical implication
of critical medical anthropology, followed by metlwogical discussions, and then the
conclusion focuses on the recommendation for potieyelopment, and further
research.

This research was conducted in different areasrafigon city, both
downtown and suburb area which were deemed prevadeencounter SCLs. From
July to November 2016, | have interviewed 15 cleifdivho earn life in the streets.
The issue of SCLs to be analyzed through the petispeof critical medical
anthropology would be focused on broader connedfmocial, political, cultural and
economic factors that were affecting the earnimgdiof SCLs. Finally this study
brought to light who SCLs were and why they wergaged in street works and how
they earned in the streets and also revealed éRpiriences that were represented by

health and risks they faced and how they dealt thitise problems.

5.1 Why children become SCLs

Child labor is such a complex phenomenon. Therisingle factor that
cause children to be child labor. At the most prymkevel, adult family members
especially parents make decision regarding howddml time will be allocated
between leisure, schooling and household choresnandhe activities (Bagchi, 2010).
That would say that family and parents are theerawitthe fact that causes child labor
but the result has not made in isolation becaussédiwld decisions are always linked

to the external factors like economic, social, walk forces in a particular context.
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5.1.1 Issues related to the family

First of all, | would argue that no children catoevork without financial
struggling. | found that children became child led¥e when their income was an
indispensable contribution for their family. Whdwey were asked the reason why they
work, the very first answer was “my family is pcamnd we do not have money” and
then followed by “I want to support my parents™ary parents asked me to help” or
sometimes “I drop out school so | have to work”sonilarly “I don’t want to study
but | want to earn money”. It can be generally ¢oded that children were obliged
themselves to work when their family income weré sidficient by their parents and
financially poor. Therefore, the finding obtaine@svgenerally consistent with other
studies suggested that poverty is a major contnufactor for becoming child
laborer (Blunch & Verner, 2001; Johansson, 2009n8&, Dalal, Sahoo, & Biswas,
2016). According to the study done in Tanzaniaw@s a strong correlation that
poverty is the major cause behind child laboringt simply as a contribution to the
family (Johansson, 2009).

Subsequent findings loosely related to economadéguacy of the family
are as follows; poor education of parents, unempbyt or unskilled labor of the
parents, followed by the conclusion that these wmgrkparents fall in debt in the
circumstances of financial difficulty. In this siydoarents of SCLs were not illiterate
but they possessed low education level and eatmedgh unskilled jobs which they
would get paid less. It was also found that some=mia were incapacitated, with
chronic iliness or disability. During the course pbor family income, the most
plausible decision for the parent was to send loeir tchildren to the street where it
was easy to work with no or little money, eithelf-senployment or more informal
jobs.

As a consequence of income insufficiency, childrad to work to pay off
the family debts although some of them could na¢rheine the complexity of family
debts. The majority of the SCL’s families had tledtipayment for which their parents
had borrowed when they were in need of money toenthke big purchase or the
urgent solution or the rental imbursement. Thesailte have the similarity with
previous finding that children probably came to kvtor their families to pay back a
debt (Mert & Kadiglu, 2014).
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| would also argue that the more the parentsitgmale, the more decent
street activities children will work. For examplésyas observed that SCLs of poor
literate parents especially mother were engagediraet based activities like begging
or rag picking while SCLs of more literate paremtarned self-employed street
vending. It was also demonstrated that poorly ethacgarents were practiced
abysmal family conditions like violence within fagnidrinking habit, criminality in
terms of drugs or gambling. Therefore, this is mmplete agreement with past
literature saying that there are several causdsatifect family income; absence of
secure parental employment, poor management ofngarbecause of alcoholism or
other issues (Le Roux & Smith, 1998).

The results also showed that school enrollment wasurdle to live
without enough household income. It emphasizedetthle need of child labor when
family cannot live without their earning. Educatiaras a right, something that all
children deserved. When the children were asked tiley had abandoned their
schooling, almost all mentioned the need to makeayofor their families as a
primary reason for leaving school. Children abamdbschool by their own choice,
though with their parents’ consent. The resultscimed with the fact offered that child
labor is competing for choice of schooling amongdecen in developing countries
(Ersado, 2005). However, one interesting findingt tldiscourage children for
schooling which is equally important to the reasbfamily economic difficulty is the
role of education structure which is poor functianivith long- rooted tuition system.

With a few exceptionsstep-parent case and single-parent case seemed to
be the reason to push SCLs to the street basedtiasti This finding corresponded
with the fact that single parenthood and entryh&f step parent served to combine
with financial needs of the family to put childrabwork (G.K. & Talinay, 2015). It
can be concluded that the less parents took resqldgs the greater children were
borne bear financial burden as a replacement rod@muld argue that failures of the
parental care and support were as equally impogarfamily economy as the most
influencing causes of child laborers.

One of the SCLs said that “we are working notftayd but for shelter”.
That is possible to describe that families withsielter have to struggle considerably

not to get a house but just be able to pay for athip rental. In this situation, each
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and every family members’ inputs mattered to sgvdan the accommodation fees
when parents are poorly earned or unemployed. $tpraved that poor families must
have to rely on the children’s work and the childsecontribution which is needed in
circumstances of income inadequacy.

Although the study did not point out that worknet beneficial for the
children, SCLs’ works in this research are quitpet#ive, boring, exploitative and
risky. Therefore, the findings are not much in agnent with past studies which have
shown that child work is a learning way (Bourdillo2006), socialization process
(Liebel, 2004), career prospect (Marcus & Harp&87), and gainful vocatiofWwWoan
et al., 2013).

However, earning money served the ritual thatdecbih must fulfill the
duties of the families. From the perspectives ddcan, children deliberately chose to
work since they realized that their families dependheir work. It was also conferred
that children viewed their work positively and alsave vocational preferences rather
than persistence to education which they thinkhas future asset. SCLs strongly felt
the moments of financial gaining (the taste of nyreom labor rather than learning
asset by work. The situation was supposed to tutnmmre negative when they lost
the opportunities to earn. Although it is the mestret, the case was little known by

the past studies.

5.1.2 Cultural factors

In the course of research, the cultural factor wae of the crucial power
of causing and increasing SCL. At the present oelled Myanmar, people assume that
children working is a gainful performance to geg@od future for children through
earning. This was justified not only by parents ahddren but also employers and
community members. It is apparent that childrenl@aening from work, assisting the
family against poverty which are the robust traufitil concepts. Generally speaking,
accessibility to street work activities and emplty@reference are also socio-cultural
contributing factor to remain SCL prevalent.

As poverty has been observed over decades, pagentjters and children
themselves feel that working underage is normababbn and just responding to the

demand for household financial ne&dhile children believe that they are helping out
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their family, their parents also agree them to wiarkcontribute family income since
they suppose working is a training. Those findiags closely similar to the work of
Woodhead (1998) that children recognized the faat parents desired them to work
and expected them to contribute their income. lthex SCLs follow their parent’s
footsteps. In other words, they did the exact saumik as that of their parents used to
work.

The results also showed that children tend to wotke street when there
is a substitution and/or handing over and/or sigatfire responsibilities needed for the
existing job of their parents. It seems reasonablassume that some people and
parents see children as street professions, hévamg to earn from street works which
are quite easily accessible. It is predictable th@CL who has a close connection with
the one who has street work experience (eitherlyamémbers or non-family member) is easy
to land a self-employed joffhis finding agreed with the statement thiaitdren gravitate
toward street work because one or more close faméynbers has experience in urban street
work and street vending or they found their fitsest work in the city through the assistance
of a family membe(Offit, 2008)

Moreover, there was a persistent belief that childshould be employed
for the so-called idea of helping child laborer@mily rather than exploiting children
to get their cheap labor. It was also the fact taldren could be recruited more
easily than adults in informal sectors of work.tihe case of teashop, there is a great
tendency of hiring children across the country Wwhis now more widespread than
before as there is a scarcity of cheap labbe teashop owner held the view of what
child employment as win-win situation if they arelging to the children of poor
families and also they get cheap labor since ahmildhare manageable and work well
and obediently with the orders.

5.2 Earning life of a child

It is a common knowledge that children are less matent than adults
because of their underage, small size, lack of ipalystrength and experience make
them less competent than adults. Therefore, stedmir is considered especially
dangerous for childrerdowever, | found that the knowledge of SCLs abbetriature
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of street work is encyclopedic so they are abladwigate streets efficiently, have
close relationship with other vendors, customers@ther adults to avoid exploitation
and violence on the street and give them the oppityt to do more income.
Therefore, adult parents have to rely on theirdrkit to provide the income.

SCLs in this study were working in very diverseeamstances. Except for
one teaboy, they are petty self-employed or serstceet laborers with or without
being accompanied by their parents or friends. Hewethey had performed as a
wage labor at some stages in their earning lifé,thety seemed to accept that they
were better off working independently on the sse@&y the observation, it can be
argued that some street works are more decentthi@anthers if the risks would be
equally involved. For example, | would like to rdkee most decent one to the least as
of been compared according to the nature of wodgder, porter, trishaw driver,
manual labor, tea-boy, scavenger and beggar. Itbkas concluded that SCLs are
doing activities with less and insecure income &wl social economic status but
activities like very low moral status such as steplthings or prostitution did not
occur to SCLs with only one exception, begging Whgmorally unacceptable.

In that study, the author claimed that the pastevhchildren’s work are
irregular and adaptable and their occupations arerganized and easy-going in
nature. It was also found that SCL who had moreestwork experience had greater
potential to move from one job to another. Basedttmn finding, job shifting is
possible when they do not appreciate their inconterastricted working styles. Since
the entry into street jobs is easy and can be vdonkegularly, they can start every
street work as a random opportunity. If they like job, they will keep working or if
they do not like, they will move to the greater @néhis result was in line with the
argument about the inconsistences of street warkreaby SCL (Hungerland, 2007).

According to child porters, they were classifiedoi two categories. The
first category are children carrying loads overgatistances and the second are the
ones working short distances in areas such as tsakkesiness center and bus stations
(Johansson, 2009). SCLs in this research fall ensicond category of child porters
who carry loads for short distances at the jettpc& the distance did not matter for
SCLs of this study, how big stuff and how many tirieey were asked for service

only affected their earning.
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In current study, the majority of SCLs are chiltest vendor. They came
to work since they were supposed to help theirmiargobs or sale pitch (if parents
are street vendors) instead of deciding by themaseo work in the street. Therefore,
it should be distinguished between children’s warkl children’s help to understand
the perspectives and choice of children sincekigan lot of children’s effort in either
ways. It is also suggested that street vendorbeitter off than SCLs with other street
activities, however they need to self-finance fa hext selling that is not the concern
for the other SCLs who need only their labor. Moo they are always observed by
their parents, not only for protection, but also ffestriction. As a result, they cannot
do anything with their own earning and cannot deah what to do and how to
manage with their income.

Virtually, the daily income of a SCL is larger tha typical adult’'s income
among the working poor. The average amount of abh 8Grom 3000-6000 kyats
because it varies from day to day. It is also sarii&l depending on the type of work
though. However, results showed that age of entrg @also counted. For example,
teaboy worked at a very young age so his inconlests than other. Therefore, this
finding corresponds with the assumption that theniags of a child will be poorer
when he/she entered to work at an early age (GsstiafWright & Pyne, 2002).

According to the scholars, there are two ways SCastribute their
income to the family; parents’ assistant as an ghwarker and direct payment out of
their income. Except for 3 SCLs who spend on théraseonly, the rest of all cannot
keep/save their own money and need to hand owvieto parents, which made them
financially insecure. It seemed to me that they @mpaid laborers because all the
money he gets goes immediately into the handseop#itents and were used only for
family expenditures for basic necessities such amxl,f clothing, and shelter, no
necessarily for themselves, not for their educatr@alth, and development.

As long as SCLs are gaining financial benefit fromair street work, the
idea of engaging as SCLs from the insider view GLSthemselves was really self-
motivated. As a matter of fact, most of them pmeférto earn in the street rather than
being at school. They were the early school-leaaxg¥n without completing their
primary education. However, they got inspired bgithvork as long as the street gave

opportunity to get money and also they can enjeyr tieisure in the street as great as
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possible which is not something they can get frahosl. Excluding a few cases, they
enjoy the activities they performed in the strdeint the studies they performed at
school.

For most of SCLs’ view, street works made thensBatl to earn their life
because street became not only a place to earnynimrtealso a zone to meet their
friends and also adult people who they think castgqat them and help them to learn
new things. In my perspective, they seem to lossr tbhildhood opportunity and
violate their right to get education, play and makee with the family. Finding
showed that hard work has occupied much of theldlebod and they have no time
and no ways to do recreations. This is correspondddthe report that child labor
does impede children’s leisure time and recreakiactvities during their working
time period(Dimeji Togunde & Carter, 2008).

On the surface, SCLs are generally similar toesth&ing children who
earn their lives for 24 hours. In this situatiohere is the overlapped meaning to
differentiate between street working children aritceet living children. This is
supported by the study showed that there is a solhection between the two groups
since living life in the street begins with streairk (G.K. & Talinay, 2015). Unlike
behaviors of children living in the street, all®CL in this study earn money morally.
Within 5 months from both interview and observatibram assure that they have
never stolen things from people, shops and holse=m in the case of scavenger, he
asked the household owner to let him in to getttiiegs. According to him, one
person’s trash is another person’s treasure. Howeeeple inclined to condemn him
on suspicion of thief not because he was detectesefal, just because others in the
same line of work behaved that way.

It can be concluded that there are three reasemmtidhts that children can
end up street living children or permanent unsttiltreet laborers in a sense that
children are forced to become adults quickly. Fissteet itself became a culture of
earning for vendors and other wage earners by spgrdsubstantial amount of time
in the street, and working together with the frigrashd acquaintances and becoming
close relationship with other people in the str&stcond, street work makes them to
meet survival needs and also fun and self-wortlsin€kird, street work helps them to

find ways out to temporarily escape from the fratstn of family problems.
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From what | learned through the course of my netgaone of the most
intolerable views about them is that long workimgtbe street will push children away
from their families and will make them preferringeédom and street community
where they are paid. Therefore, it has similaritiesween current study and past
studies that demonstrated the benefits of infoisnalally undesirable street work that
defined “freedom of being your own boss” and offidi@g your own work schedule’,
to be ‘independent and free’, to be ‘earning my amoney’ and ‘not to be exploited’.

5.3 Experience of SCLs’ health risks and health car

It is clear that the implications of health immaerre enormous because
health is not merely absence of disease but aslamticeconcept that have to be
considered in a larger socio-cultural context. Ewices showed that earning in the
street hamper their health over time. Throughoatdburse of data collection, their
health experiences of SCLs are loosely connectéudtiveir working circumstances in
the street. Therefore, finding concluded that thmiag life of individual SCL involve
similar hardships and the consequences of hardr lahoyoung bodies and the
pressures of street work negatively influence an3ICLs’ health although there was
the few evidence on actual health related problems.

As | mentioned in the result sessidhere are a great deal of negative
health related consequences from engaging in {es aad service sector economy in
the urban streets as a street vendor, trishawrdis attendant, manual labor, porter,
teaboy, scavenger, and even beggar. In some statiigdren employed in this sector
are regarded as “street children” or “children bé tstreet” who run away from
parental or guardian abuse, leaving them to edife an their own(Dimeji Togunde
& Carter, 2008).

5.3.1 Physical health risks

First of all | would argue that SCLs have exposethe hazards of street
life since they are small and immature. Althougéytlseem old enough in the time of
study, they have been earning from street jobs flmng time. They simply took poor
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family economic context in consideration regardiesthe nature of street work which
might be involved adverse effects. As a SCL, thegnsl most of their time in the

street which put them at physical risks and alsagbthem vulnerabilities such as
exploitations and abuses. They have to earn mdweygh the same amount of adult
work or sometimes more than adults do. This matchét the previous data

demonstrated that children are treated like thellsugasions of grownup whose

amount of job was greater than adult’s labor ineatent (Hungerland, 2007).

The current findings also provide the extent oL.SGvork. Unlike street
children who have the days that it is possible thweyld not go out to earn money,
SCLs have to work from the time the sun rises uhskts to contribute their income
to the family. For a daily target income, they h&wevork from 6 to 11 hours which is
intolerably lengthy for a child. There is no pototdeny that hour-long working can
increase the dangerous situations in the streetandiltimately impact on physical,
psychological and moral hazards of these SCLs.€fbey, it can be concluded that
working in the street is one of the worst formscbild labor, requiring long hours of
workings and with high risks.

As a consequence, fatigue and muscle stress arantst significant
physical health problems by street-based worksitivalves a lot of nomadic earning.
Moreover, some SLCs disclosed that they end upingetbody aches and back
disorders from their repetitive and strenuous ws&uwkh as carrying heavy load. The
condition would get worsen over the considerabléogeof time at work and impede
their health and growth. Results showed that parteidren have to perform very
physically strenuous labor, carrying heavy bags laads although the distance from
boat to the destination of their client (normaltythe bus station) is not so long. The
study done by Goel et al., (2012) provided the saarelusion that manual labor are
more harmful for the younger labors than the olwlees, therefore, back injuries were
more significant in the former ones since a chilghgysiology is weaken by
unconducive work.

Normally people have three meals, but they doeatt They are always
enough with the breakfast and skip the necessaghluMy observation is skipping or
delaying meal or sometimes having only one meatHerwhole day is for being able

to meet the target amount for a day which is thet fpiriority task in a day of a SCL’s
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life. In other words, earning more but eating itkag and/or less are meant not only to
be saved the time but only saved the money to aser¢he amount of income per day.
It can be concluded that SCLs suffered from podritmn from the result of having
inadequate and improper meal while they are ndingito spend much money even if
they can earn well. Therefore, this result providesimilarity with other literatures
that SCLs are low nutrition despite the possiletitof malnutrition is not tangible and
not immediate outcome (G.K. and Talinay, 2015).

In practical consideration, street work becamegee tof vulnerable jobs
that caused children getting fever or other infadi diseases since their immune is
depressed from nutrition deficiencies. Added td tbts of physical labor also made
SCLs weaker and less effective over time. It was abserved that work exhausts the
energy to sustain physical growth and remain SMusng, small and short in their
age. This finding supported by evidence that wagldhildren were at risk of stunting,
wasting and anemia (Arshad, Razzaq, & Mahmood, 015

The next finding explored in this study is thatLSGre at constant health
risks for poor living and working in unhygienic eronment. While SCLs are living in
slum like area characterized by lack of basic atrenisuch as water and sanitation
facilities, they will survive with what they havadmanage their lives with what they
can do. Finding showed that SCLs will go out toeotplace for defecation at night or
bathing in the river that can threaten their heaifttd dignity.

Results also pointed out that SCLs who do beggimdjrag picking as the
main source of income have to stay with low hygistagus with high tendency to get
infected. Likewise the rag picking children candasily exposed to harmful hazards.
Participant observation demonstrated that they ydvgm into the bushes and ditches
where they can find more rags than the main stréetthose situations, they will be
put at risk in term of injury, illness and weakneBBis information corresponded with
another finding that poor life management skillténms of sanitation contributes to
poor health for SCLs by facilitating the transmissbf communicable diseases (Goel
et al., 2012).
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5.3.2 Emotional problems

Evidence showed that stress and strain has bgeessed by their work
difficulties and problems although emotional probdeare not as visible as physical ill
health,. Through reviewing their sentiments fromdfhgs, it can be said that SCLs
seem miserable in some particular situation as &mthey are treated unfairly though
they earn livelihood in the family.

Findings indicated that SCLs are manipulated emnatly by some adult
vendors since they cannot defend their territoiragg any competition with them. In
term of earning’s ability, they have to face withdesatisfied mother at home
whenever they cannot meet the target, or when phagyless than the other days. This
confirms previous finding in the literature showrat low earning ability and long
working hours breed their feeling of frustrationdainadequacy (Bharti & Agarwal,
2013). It has been also collaborated with the tdsuin a study in Peru that the failure
of children’s income was the case of their paredi&approval since their expected
amounts are not fulfilled (Strehl, 2010).

Similarly, it is crucial to mention that SCL gotowy not from the work
itself but from the situations that are not favoteém to work or can impede the
earning. It was illustrated that there are manguriistances that put children under
pressure like the day faced with the police whotheenumber one on their fear’s list,
the moments encountered the customers who do theegs but ask for more service,
the rainy days that can hamper on sale, hiddenienabtabuse by parents or even
long working day because of pure bad luck. Thiglifig collaborated the idea of
Woodhead (1998) that street working children hapéhave the enabling working
conditions and they are always expecting the oppdrés of shorter hours of working
and to be able to spend time for fun.

Issues of psychological hazards such as boredoemotional abuse and
maltreatment by police or employers or customer®tber people in their earning
environment may have a negative impact on childfgns is similar to Okoli and
Cree (2011) study mentioned that SCLs who workegetteer with other adult vendors
also have the experiences of hard and unpleasaatas they are competed each other
over customers. However, the same result providenérast with the conclusion that
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physical confrontations between SCLs and adultsewarely occurred although
unserious fights between SCLs were common (Of6i08).

Likewise, a girl in the study as a micro-vendoede to go to wholesale
markets early in the morning when it is dark soishe risk of being assaulted by any
offended persons on her way. Basically, SCLs atencfreated badly by the police
who SCLs face on a daily basis. When children ake@ what they don’t like or what
they fears in the street, their first answer isg@lMoreover, the evidence showed that
tea-boy has physically abused by the owner and stisive customers. Their wages
and labors are exploited by adult in power and dkeir own families.

It is also clear that children have suffered fratrong emotional
attachment to their parents and they treated gaggnts as an important, powerful and
beloved one. It is clear that SCLs are often saffefrom being denied emotional
support from the family and they could not attaincm affection from their parents
because of the separation between SCLs and thentpauring working in the street
from dawn to dark. Rather, my findings showed thay also have the experiences of
domestic abuse by their parenfthe statement that a child worker may get endadgere
emotional health as a result of the absence ohparattention upon the child’s return
home after work was not described before. Howesttier studies stated that children
engaged in the sales and service sector of the tahrket encounter problems related
to their mental well-being. Stigmatization from theblic, feelings of disheartenment,
stress and irritability, personality disorders amdi-social behavior, and alienation and

isolation from their family have been identifiédimeji Togunde & Carter, 2008).

5.3.3 Social health problems

Public streets are a real social environment. S@dcame to get exposure
with more and more people in their workplace. Soslalls are developed with a
certain amount of street work experience. Socidlsskre not only a necessary part of
success as a SCL but also a primary requirememtooking in the streets, where
socializing with the people; workers, customerg] ather street regulars like police.
The evidence from the findings suggested that batigtinction among SCLs is
occurred based on the level of experience, higllaee in age hierarchy and how well

the child has adapted to street culture.
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Study also showed that getting on well with pecgpie the core ways of
earning in the street to prevent themselves frortying by other people and to
increase the earning degree as well. These findiggse with the notion that social
relationships SCLs foster are essential for themcambating the dangers they
encounter while earning in the street and they alade the most of their social skills
to make street earning both safe and productivét(@008). It can be concluded that
the physical survival and ultimate economic succésdl SCLs is a social process.

Similarly, participant observation demonstratealt thome particular areas
are not safe for the SCLs in term of criminal casesh as gamblers, abusers,
traffickers, thieves (bus stations and ferry jetty)d unpleasant police arrest (train
stations, center of tourist attraction), high conication of vehicles (main roads),
physical and verbal abuse (residential streets, sfmvenging). However, not all
conditions are dangerous in the street becausérehiklso met people who are very
accommodating for them when they are in troubleiciviis one of the outstanding
findings which slightly differs from some previostidies.

However, SCLs seemed not as strategic in the sansarning as street
living children who have more street contacts asel more tricky ways. According to
the study in Peru, G.K and Taliny (2015) claimeat tstreet children are successful in
street earning activities since they have moreesttentacts and they are also tactic
with many possible approaches in convincing pedgleearn money. Another
similarity made by Offit (2008) indicating that e&t children have multiple social
identities that they utilize in front of differeptople so as to survive and prosper on
the streets. From my point of view, this underlitiest SCLs get more chances to get
exploited and taken advantaged by others since rieke a living in a humble way
and they know only how to earn the money throughkimg hard which is one of the

primary quality of SCLs.

5.3.4 Risk behaviors

| observed that children has seemingly adoptedrigie behaviors from
their street work such as drinking alcohol and simgpkvhen they see the elder people
doing that, working at night, going to the dangeratreets. As it was mentioned in

finding section, SCLs can rarely notice what carhlaemful to them so they have no
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sense of caution on anything they do. With paresugkrvision, the little begging girl
will follow to the people whether good or bad irder to receive money. These are the
fact that begging children can be intimidating e tadult person. In the case of
vending, SCLs generally sell together with adultken. Since vendors competed with
each other for customers, some adults abused ehilgerbally and sometimes
physically. Findings agreed with the fact that workhe open air without supervision
of parents might not be considered a particulagglthy environment (O'Donnell,
Rosati, & Van Doorslaer, 2005).

However, the results showed that SCLs have leascghto contact with
other street children who use drugs or do othdsr bishaviors or involve illegal and
criminal activities, the gang. Their whole days sv@lways exciting and they have
been busy with earning and their focus is to meslly dargeted amount. Therefore
they do not really have time to do like sniffingigland a mere thought to spend their
hard-earned money to spend on anything. To be eraumst of them did not even
notice how sniffing glue exist and what the gangamerhis particular finding is a
little contradict with other studies have notedttbhild laborers tend to keep bad
company and are negatively pressured by peers dagenin delinquent behaviors
which is the popular concept of street working dtgh (Dimeji Togunde & Carter,
2008)

It is also important to note that SCLs see no éorigpemselves as a child
and behaved like the adults in the case of earfihgy believed that they can get
money as far as or more than their parents or @ffevn-ups can earn. This matched
with the conclusion by ILO (2011) that going funtht® earn high income would
definitely suffer their well-being both in the sh@nd long run. Being compared to
non-working children, SCLs are more likely to coppd follow adult lifestyles
although they get narrow peer network that is dased with risky behaviors. That
result is consistent to the conclusion that chilorkers may trigger approving the
things which are usually behaved by adults suche&sl chewing, cigarette smoking,

alcohol drinking, gambling even at the earlier é@eel et al., 2012).
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5.3.5 Health care connected to health risks

It is interesting to note from the current studyatt SCLs think of
themselves resilient and healthy although the alditions of work seem to affect
them. When SCLs are asked about their experientcégaith problems, SCLs see
positive things about their work and health. Thiaynoed that they are healthy as long
as they can earn well and feel able to solve tlesrand health threats. They believe
that walking for work is the best thing ever toaeercise effortlessly and keeps them
fit, instead of getting them weak and tired. Tadkabout health concern, only a few of
them were somehow aware that they were affectethéy activities in the street
while the rest of them were equally unrecognizecheglected their health and risks
involved. In other words, the proportion that tltkynot care or they do not know was
the majority.

However, my findings point out that when a SCL gjek, he/she will not
take the health care. They don’t think about tkeatment, rather they will think about
work which is a priority. When they go for a h&attare or they take rest at home,
they have to skip a day for work. So they will keeprking that consumes their
energy required to get rid of infection and alspldied the stock of energy by the
illness itself. The data said that negligence fealth care is reinforced by the decision
to work which can get worse the iliness while tleeidion to work is provoked by the
worry of the loss of income and the cost of treatine

However, in SCLs’ families, health care and derisi to work might
operate as the two-way causal relationship whikerthture and experiences of work
have the negative impact on physical health. It banseen that lack of money
reinforces a sick child to take no or inadequatathecare but to stay working which
not only consumes his/her energy required to gebfiinfection but also the stock of
energy is depleted by the illness itself so chiddend up being unable to work .
However, it can concluded that they are strong ghda cope with their problems and
health risks although SCLs are vulnerable in theestbased earning activities and

seem to be at risk physically, psychologically andially.
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5.4 Theoretical implication for the issues of SCLs

An understanding about the issues of SCLs attaittedugh the
perspective of Critical Medical Anthropology (CMAWiIth this study, CMA
attempted to explore the factors in society thataat health and life circumstances of
SCLs. Rather than blaming the poor, CMA demongirdtew the problem of SCL
stems from global economic processes and localtigadliresponsesFrom the
perspective of CMA, current research findings wdiseussed through not only micro-
structural forces at family and social level bigoathe macro-structural forces at the
greater political economic contexts that are imgartin affecting causes and

consequences of SCLs.

5.4.1 Social structure and economic and politicdbrces

It is important to view SCL as a response to largelitical economic
structural conditions that poor children and th@milies have little control over.
Basically all of SCLs in this study were born invpay and have worked since their
earliest years. Looking through the backgroundrmfition of SCLs, the parents of
SCLs are poor because they are working class irstloeeties. They are unskilled
laborers so they are sometimes unemployed and ldem@ job insecurity. It is
plausible that they would not get employed in mimrenal sectors where there might
need a school education since parents are poorkgased or uneducated. Their
earnings and wages are low. Therefore, it is uradgaithat those families with low
financial literacy end up living with debt and powye

Because of economic needs of the parents, sclesel a barrier for
children in the poor families to pursue even a dasiucation and their parents also
want children to work or agree to work. It is evitliehat SCLs have to work while
other children go to school. It has been found #uamhe of SCLs would like to stop
working and continue studying and at the same thme parents also would like them
to get a proper education but they do not havecehon their earning life because the
situations keep children to work instead of schaplhecause of the economic reasons.

However, social and economic needs has not plamn@doordinated way
in least developing countries like Myanmar althoulgé political change has a huge

impact on the population groups which are livingpoverty. While familial poverty is
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a contributing factor to why children work on theests, it is only one aspect of the
overall forces that drive them to wotknless the economic and social transformation
has taken place selectively for SCLs and their lias)ithe issues of SCLs will still
persist since those children are representing tagrity of population who live in

poverty. Thus poverty is becoming a political issfiehild labor.

5.4.2 Individual and collective cultural behaviors

While economic injustices force children to the streetsvork, children
actively respond to this by transforming the ssaato a place where they can beat
poverty. Although it was said that children arectat to become adult quickly through
labor, they are really providing for the survivdltbeir families and are gaining the
skills that are supposed to provide for themsel®sadults in the future. Virtually,
poor children take advantage of the opportunitieslable to them and through much
hard work and dedication, use the streets to mdiettar life for themselves and their
families.

When it came to laboring at earlier age, most GLS in this study
believed that they are capable and old enough eatdbnage to take care of their
parents and young sibling. This is what the culaxpected about the responsibility of
children even at the young age. The finding wasequmexpected that children are not
necessarily forced to work but they actually wanivbrk and they want to assist their
family. It was a common finding that bringing youdigjldren to the workplace by the
parents when they go to work allowed children tsisigparents and copy adult work
and became child laborers at the very tender age.

5.4.3 Social inequality and power

The concept of inequality in society are at theecqustification of
becoming SCLs. Children work because of the povirey and their families face,
actually from the result of inequalities in thetdlsution of wealth. When there is
intergenerational inequality within this countryhausehold is likely to be poor from
generation to generation. As a result, the offgpioh those households have more
chances to become the key actors to maintain théyfan survival condition as their

parents suffer from inequality and a lack of resear More specifically, less
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employment opportunities for adults, parents wité low paid jobs, unstable income
and less educated/unskilled working class plus nathsufficient and not well-funded
education system are disable not to depart theidreln from school to the street to
earn money. Ultimately, child labor is transferteiween generations.

The issues of SCLs are embedded in social inegudldt particularly
looked at the dynamics of disadvantage for thosk less power. Obviously SCLs do
not have power because of inequality. It is elden® hold most power in society.
Average age of initial working of 8 years old wasant to tell something about power
imbalance between guardians and SCLs. In factjm&rilare not old enough to decide
a big turn in life from studying to working unleigy are thinking to be in the street
to stay away from home. Obviously, children is esisfly an age-based social
stratification, which places them in a secondaryl alisadvantaged position and
reinforces their vulnerability. When the employergand other adult people treated
them badly, they still have to hold on because ttheyot want to lose/reduce their
income.

It has also been demonstrated that the dispaatidambalances of power
between children and their parents affected on ti@iwr income would be spent for
the well-beingand development of children. It seems to me thay tlould like to
enjoy street earning life in their own way and wblike to spend their own money in
buying food they want to eat or exchanging giftthvifiends or going to the cinema or
playing games. However, children did not have tights to get those privileges
although they put a lot of effort on earning anatdbuted an acceptable amount of
income for the family. Moreover, SCLs were not mmhe@d how income is volatile and
how family fall into debt problems although theyingr money back to home every
day. | would conclude that SCLs are considereddikeadult so they have to work but
cognitively they are not regarded as an adult évirey are already mid teenage.

There is a fact that social inequalities creataasions which enhance
health and well-being for some social sectors, duthe same time, cause more
sickness for others(Levin & Browner, 2005).The result indicated that SCLs are
working in the 3 Ds jobs — dirty, dangerous, andrdding. Therefore this is actually
what children face because of the inequality. Gaildvho earned ambulatory vending

on the street or children selling things on théntia the child who beg around high
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risk environments or child laborer with physicallgmanding tasks like stone carrying
are falling under the examples of 3 Ds job perfasne

5.4.4 Social and environmental conditions

Although children did not perceive street enviremin as a place
surrounded by many hazards as long as street vgivks them more freedom than
other employer-based occupations. In this studynesboy SCLs adopted health risks
behaviors like drinking, sniffing glues, smoking ialin are influenced by the social
relationships. Rudolf Virchowrgued that the material conditions of people’$ydde
at work, at home, and in the larger society comstit significant factors contributing
to their diseases and health problems. Thus, helwed that the enhancement of
social conditions could improve life even more dipi and successfully the
advancement of medicine.

Overall, SCLs got physically, emotionally and sdlgi suffered from work
through street environment which involves competitiorm of earning, exhausted

long hours of working, unhealthy lifestyles, and@mter with ill-treated people.

5.4.5 Access to and control over the basic materiand nonmaterial
resources

In poor living and working condition of SCLs, tleeis lack of basic
amenities like no bathing facilities, hard accesddilet, scarcity of daily meal and
inadequate clothes, for example begging girl wélaesdirty oversized clothes many
days but no laundry. The hardships of the poor litngein slumlike conditions or
jetty doorway or guest hall of highway stationcat®ntribute to SCLs to get weaken
immunity and might get sick.

Not only material poverty but also the need fa thildren to work is also
related to lack of non-material resources. Virtygalbss of family tie, aggressive
family relationships, lack of understanding, affect security, care and attention are
also the significant contributing factors for theoice of children to earn in the street.
Moreover, SCLs are also experienced the timestkieat are most depressed and sad

since they are neglected by parents as a resu#ickf of communication between
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parent and children. They also face physical obakabuse at home because of the
excessive parental authority.

Last but not least, absence of education is at gosa of basic material
resources for a child’s future. There are threenel@s embraced in the benefit of
education. These components are literacy, intelsad skills which go hand in hand.
Going to school is not only to obtain literacy lalgo to seek intellect. If a child has no
literacy, they will find difficult to acquire theocational skills in their future. For
example, if they do not know the math, they wilt ¢fgee problems with even simple
calculations. If they are not even competent with basic things, they cannot learn
more decent vocations and apprenticeships suchagserder (needs skills for
measurement). Moreover, SCLs have limited accese#dth knowledge because of
poor learning opportunities, so they neglect tiheialth and also less aware on their

working related hazards and disadvantages.

5.4.6 Access to the health resources

Based on the findings, children have no idea aloeitaccessibility for
health care because they believe that their heafthlems are minor. As a result, they
are less likely to gain access for health car@ef/tsuffered from major health risks.
The decisions for health care mostly depend om theardian because parents control
over access to health care in the sense of spendomgey for health care. For
example, if parents want them to see the doctesy thill go to the doctor but if the
parents do not want to go to the clinic, they wdlk go for the health care.

Moreover, the concept of health perceived by chidin this study
contradict to the concepts of health defined byradicine. Therefore SCLs will not
be driven to receive clinical treatment when thal} fil as they believe that their
health is not as serious as what biomedical coneegilained. In practical
consideration, communicating basic health knowledgeé giving information about
healthy living and lifestyle adaptions is largebghected for those poor SCLs who are
either physically vulnerable or socially deprivedall social groups. In conclusion,
they do not have access to health care and treatazeeverybody else access in
Myanmar who is the highest social group becaus¢hefclass-determined health

disparities which is really affecting the SCLs’da
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5.4.7 What is it missing from the perspective of IA?

Children are a very worthwhile population for stuso CMA need to
expand children issues, not just only studying pefjpan in general. Taking political
and economic factors into account, it appearsgtmply realizing that children have
to work because their parents are poor and need dbetribution so earning is an
essential part of children’ everyday lives. In fa8CLs can make a wage above the
minimum adult wage for urban causal workers in Yamg and their
minimum/targeted/expected income for a day is faove what many workers, rural
and urban, actually receive. Obviously, this incameery essential for the children’s
and their families’ immediate survival

Having examined the cases of 15 SCLs, it is nfiicdlt to understand
hardship earning conditions and life of SCLs asl aslthe risks and problems they
faced from street works because of country econ@métsocial inequality. However,
the sheer emphasis on social and economic powereazair the chance of not being
aware children inspiration and cultural obligationregard to immediate solution to
family financial problem and also the rights torledrom work. In this attempt,
children will be considered as the passive, weacompetent beings and the
perception on children as the vulnerable populat#bio have always no control over
their own agency will not be moved away so SCL$ alivays viewed as the object of
the parents.

Findings implied that SCLs can figure out waysmmimize their own
problems they encountered and can make decisioortivol over their activities while
earning in the street, sometimes with the helpriehtls and adults or sometimes by
themselves. For example, child venders alert om¢han to the approach of police to
protect themselves and their goods confiscatedant be said that focusing only on
victimization may result in overlooking the resiime of SCLsTherefore, children
should be seen as an agency rather than a victia ey are not favored within the
context of lack of family support and poor negletthe parents and incapacities of
the adult family members. Seen from the CMA stamdp®&CLs should be better
protected and supported within their working enwiment rather than generating
alternatives for learning opportunities out of thearning which could be the way to

make sure the overall well-being of SCLs.
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CHAPTER VI
CONCLUSIONSAND IMPLICATIONS

6.1 Conclusions

The current results are generalized based on bhlyCLs who shared
their experiences during in-depth interview and bomd with researcher’s
observation and triangulated with key-informantshiM/ the exploration of the
experiences of child laborers in the street basewdtegt have uncovered some
differences and gaps that are considered on theedsef SCL to provide further
expanding knowledge and methodological experiencasake understanding about
the distinction between the issues of street afildind SCLs in this study. Moreover,
the perplexed and comprehensive nature of SCLadimgy the causes and the harmful
effects from the individual life of SCLs made tlemders to realize social, economic
and cultural factors. Analyzing the macro and midevel, Critical Medical
Anthropology (CMA) is an appropriate lens to inforthe implications for the
prevention and protection efforts for street chalidorers.

Basically, child labor is a symptom of poverty.tHe macro structural
causes such as social and economic forces havevethr children going to school
instead of working might be increased and the sd@oaof being child laborer would
probably die out. A society where people want t@ $keir children learning,
performing well in education and healthily to beodght up has to make sure its
people to be able to consume basic necessities, Tl basic needs of families such
as food, accommodation, clothes, education, healtt and employment are required
to be fulfilled.

It is generally held view that relying on childremmeet daily income has
been a tradition in the societies with familieshmack of basic needs. In fact, the
concept of SCL at the micro family level is a cansence of household financial
collapse and a decision of altruistic parents tolwadheir children. While parents take

a serious role in the lives of SCL, the most frequadings related to the parents for
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being SCL are lack or poor employment status, lacation level, attitudinal
perspective, and selfish although some few SCLs raotivated to work as a
preference or choice over schooling. Not only @eklof money and material things,
but also non-material factors such as aggressiveilyfarelationships, lack of
communication, lack of understanding and affectiorthe excessive parental power
not only affects the occurrence of child labor.

Findings pointed out that all kinds of street @grchildren performed in
this study are more or less dangerous situationsresks to their health, and life.
Results indicated that SCLs survive a day to eaonay from where they can have
negative health impacts like work-related alimeptstential risks and accident, poor
nutrition and poor sanitation, stress and anxigtyl exploitation. Finding also showed
that SCLs neglect their health and do not accesw&ith care but cope their health
and problems in their own feasible ways since @reystruggling with money which is
more important in their life. Findings revealed tthiaeir earning life and health is
connected to their working and living lifestylesn@unt of wages and duration of
working, family support and social relationship.

On the other hand, children are the main soof@gcome for their families
and they are significantly well-earned and abledy the money back to their parents
although they earned through marginal self-employmiée vending and some
marginal works such as begging and rag pickingtter words, their income speaks a
lot even though the family was still impoverishedthvhand-to-mouth existence.
However, children are exploited by their own faeslito work in dangerous situation
and unhealthy environment. Finding suggested tl@isSfamily has no desire to
make the children future better, rather they trystgppress and throw them in
oppressive scenario of society for their own benefi

According to the cases 15 SCLs, they are divetse,experiences they
shared and the situations they encountered ar@emniiis not homogenous group like
street children who many people believe in our egcias delinquent children.
Therefore, it is important that they should betedalifferently, by taking case by case
context. While | am spending with them for five ntiog) | can learn their different
skills and also cannot help not to appreciate tvays out to earn better, their abilities

of coping for daily risks and their efforts to ogeme the situations of exploitation,



Phyu Thaw Conclusions and Implications / 124

deprivation and oppression. | intend this studiiegar the voice of SCL in our country
to understand their life, work and health riskshef street.

To conclude, children have to carry great burden fofancial
responsibilities on their shoulder while their Bveare suffered from physical,
emotional and social health risks. They have lbsirtidentity of being child, their
rights for education, and their life in the dirtlangerous and demanding job. In fact
they have skipped their childhood and they becaté guickly. Since this childhood
burden with the adult role of earning, childrenwnap with the least favor for literacy
and learning skills that prepare for their futungl @nd up unskilled adult labor. If they
produces their own children, they don’t have enoungiome to support their family.
Their children then become child labor and theousicycle continues.

Ultimately, it is fair to say that a country coldd poor not only because it
does not have much material resources but alsaubedhere is not sufficient capable
human resources in order to move the country toeldev Therefore, the huge
investment should be allocated for our vast hunesources. As the saying goes, the
way we treat children in the dawn of their liveaismeasure of the quality of a nation.
Otherwise, the poor helpless children, the pooreaithy condition, risk and danger
and the dark future are the consequences of treeqreand the reinforcement the

poverty trap among generations.

6.2 Methodological challenges and learnings
I am going to discuss some methodological cha#lengnd learning

practices. First of all, some constraints were gilagpon my research. First, | did not
live in any area by choosing 5 different locatibmsmy research. This was contrary to
the traditions of ethnographic fieldwork, but itsva practical and necessary condition
for my research. Unlike most traditional villagesbd ethnographic research, the
heterogeneous nature of the city makes it diffituiteside exclusively in one research
area, unless the study being undertaken is a gpeesfidential neighborhood. In the
case of SCLs, they were living dispersed over tiigeeYangon, especially located on

the periphery of the city.
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The next methodological issue provoked when | werthe field. During
preliminary field visit, the researcher just gavéyato reach out without any contact
organization, but it was pretty challenging to agmh them, get to know them
without any outreach touch base and even incrdase suspicious level and need
time to get trustFears of trafficking of local children by adultseme always high in
the neighborhoods where | did data collection. @kih know their situation better
than others and they are even aware of peopleraffatking problems because they
have a certain amount of years of street workingegences.

During 2 or 3 weeks of initial visits, people thybd that | might be a sort
of a broker to get them trafficked and they alsplaxed that they have such initial
thought at the first introduction of myself abowidying abroad. In some situation
even other people thought that | was visiting thédeen so often so they will be
trafficked soon. Thus, entering to the field with@ny contact was less possible to
spend time on the street for long time and to gances to talk to SCL¥Vithout any
association with the organizations who are workiith these children, | would not
able to continue my data collection.

Another challenging to me is that SCLs and evesirtpharents did not
realize what the research means and what they agedfib from research. | have to
explain both of them in their own term. For examspletold them by raising question
like what would you do if you want to know aboutrsgthing. Some realized that they
have to ask other but most of them cannot answerctarify them by saying that |
want to know about SCLs and their earning life biddcen play the key role to give
me the answers | want to know. As a result of gkime for building rapport and
facilitating children and parents to understand udbmesearch purpose and data
collection approach, | got only a few respondentsid actual data collections after
preliminary field work.

Regarding the data collection method, | foundeifpful and interesting to
pick up unstructured, informal in-depth intervieassthe main data collection method.
This interview method was the best one in the paldr context of street based
interview. Although this method provided broad m#ixe findings from SCLs’
perspectives, it took a lot of patience and timegbse they are coming and going. For

example, in the case of street child vendors, tteshed off and left me behind to sell
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their goods so | have little chance to record fan@rsation, rather write jotted note in
my book which is very important to serve as menoints for a later detailed field
note. However, | rarely opened my book to writeomifation in front of the children
because the sight of pen and paper work can makkerhnervous and also attracted
a crowd.

Caution is warranted regarding the availability €Ls for extended
interviews. Indeed, time is scarcity for the chéldrwho have to earn money. In this
situation, even the idea of paying money for timenpensation has come to my mind
for one time. One SCL, beggar was frequently askiegior some money for food and
other needs. She and her mother even asked méptthieen for the accommaodation.
However, | never paid anyone, child or adult, faiormation because it was vital not
to pay for information as a researcher. Therefbrest tried to wait them until they
finish or get a little free time so my interviewsthva SCL are many times at a day.
For each day, | did frequent but brief interviewighim a bunch of very short moment
of chatting till I get in-depth information. | alwa bought meal for SLCs whenever we
ate lunch together from the same street food sBometimes, | brought some clothes
from home. | know that it is only providing gifts-kind.

Most of the time, interviews were done withoutesdhling since | decided
to visit them at different time of the days. Theref when | missed a time to meet
children or have to wait children while they arerkwog gave me a chance to do
snapshot conversation with the other people whdhae parents, other workers and
even police officer. From the various informatiogdt during snapshot interviews, |
came to more realization about the earning lifa 8CL and why they become a SCL.

In my study, pictures are also the useful waytfar landscape of their
working scenario which can communicate a great déainderstanding the earning
life of SCLs. However, | did not take any photodrapof the children secretly.
Sometimes taking photos was not allowed by othexestvendors since they were
concerned of posting photos on social media thaygs,dut the case is just because
they were not secure for their illegal street vegdstatus that can be banned on.
Moreover, some children also did not want the pkodd them when they were
working. To sort out this situation, | taught chéd how to take the photos with the

camera and let them to take photographs of anytfatiger than taking by myself. In
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considering ethical practice, | have to be honegiresent the reality of SCLs’ lives.
My objective is to listen what they say to me anabserve how they actually earn in
the street and how they deal with the people aaétimosphere they work from day to
day lives, rather than taking photos of them witrmansent.

Reflecting my experiences of observation, onehef benefits of doing
non-participant observation is that | can noticemaach activities going on with the
children that | rarely notice while we are haviraneersation. For example, | can get
the idea of the way they interacted with their oostrs, their peers, and the adult
people they encountered while working on the séteEhis observation allow me to
understand the evidence which is closer to thetye@nother advantage is that | can
double-check what they said with what | found awodfcm their responses to my
guestions.

Different ways of approaching to children were a&yed in term of
availability, street work nature, cooperativenekshe children. Once | looked at the
field record, it was found how many visits tookdee the children. Throughout the
whole period of field work, it varied from 3 to #ries per children until | thought that
they are repeating the sentence and giving meame kind of information but then
again | stopped visiting them and then withdrawnfrthe field without any harm to
the children. Therefore, gaining access to SCladsis a challenge and future research
must take into consideration that the children may be as free as | need them to
spare some amount of time for interview.

Last but never least, | had to work hard to actesSCLs. Although |
spend mostly daytime for my data collection, | dgknd some night, just to observe
any changes in environment and to confirm the waylschedules of SCLs. To reach
out to the itinerant vendors, | did participant edystion when they go for selling
goods, accompanying SCLs, walking with them togetlvreund city squares, asking
guestions and talking along the way. Indeed, kdrgopy their work to immerse their
earning life. It seemed to me that time of obseowatis more than time of
interviewing. Moreover, | spent longer time witretparents than SCLs because they
have more free time than children, doing nothingust supervising their children at
the workplace.
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6.3 Recommendations

6.3.1 Awar eness, adult education and employment creation

First and foremost, many of the decisions are igdigetaken by the
parents to become the child laborer, and parettitides towards child labor could
mainly contribute to tackle the issues of child dab Therefore, my first
recommendation is upgrading the knowledge andsskifllparents. Parents should be
given not only awareness to be able to conscioastahe consequences of child labor
but also adult functional literacy. Unlike formaliweation, parents should be provided
comfortable platform which is emphasized on thgisting knowledge and experience
to let them realize their current situation andusigze the future opportunities with
their abilities.

To order to meet the proposed outcomes, all fupdigencies related to
livelihood program, education program and even hunight based program need to
pool their resources and all development practtisnshould create operating
procedure for awareness strategy to make the \@aigale of poverty and child labor
clear for the parents and curriculum for adult edion to learn semi-skilled and
skilled jobs to improve the ability to earn bettat.the same time government should

create more job opportunities that will alleviate family poverty.

6.3.2 Free, compulsory and quality education

Nevertheless, child labor is indispensable in @edp with the belief that
children earning is ‘normal’ for the families wiievere poverty. It became a tradition
of survival strategy which is resistant from theadof banning children from work.
Unlike developed countries, lack of strict reguwdati fewer inputs for schooling
facilities and absence of quality education areréisailts of increasing children out-of-
school and child labor prevalence. In order to sattthe challenges imposed by this
situation, another important step should be donenbystry of education is a strict
enforcement of free, compulsory and quality edacator all children till 15 years of
age.

The most promising strategy for this regulationtdsprovide rewarding

grant to families which sent their children to sshand then follow-up subsidy to
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existing families who maintain their children aheol until high school level which is
equivalent to 15 years of a child’s age. Childrathvaccess to free, compulsory and
guality education have little options but to stustythe occurrence of child labor will

be reduced.

6.3.3 Night school/mobile school

No matter the interventions, best practices and/gmon, child labor
might still exist in the request that economic &itons and the structure of society
make it extremely difficult to eliminate SCLs. Tkéore, another plausible
recommendation is non-formal education such astrsghools or out-reach school
with flexible the study schedules so that they \mdlve a basic literary for future
skilled vocations.

One way of implementing this is to collaboratenssn organizations who
are working for street child labors. Every orgatiaa should come up with the
updated information of who and where they are eulyesupporting because some of
them are overlapping in term of geographic locatisiter that they should have a list
of children who are not currently going to the fatnschool and recruit non-formal
school teachers who really know the context of pdatdren and their street work
nature and capable to teach them.

6.3.4 Vocational school/ apprenticeship training

However, some older children might not be intexésin school-based
education, rather motivated to earn. RegardlesBvefrse street activities, every SCL
in this study has their unique skills to earn moriéyvork is attractive to children, it
should be regarded as a learning that represeftdrehis best interest. In this
situation, introducing vocational school or appiegghip training will be more helpful
not only for SCLs to make a more decent way of iegrand the best out of their long-
term life changes and career chances but alsohtir family for the immediate
survival.

To meet these aims, children who cannot attenghdbischool should be
encouraged to learn different skills with their i@ They could be equipped with

skills such as carpentry, mechanics workshop, heoamomics, repairing job, barber
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and beauty job, and tailoring. Such particularniregs should be provided through
assessing their own interest. At the end of thaitrg, their qualifying skills should be
certified and financial capital and start-up toalsould be supported for future
occupations.

After that, organization should communicate wigisgng small business
owner and recommend children to be recruit as @rinn their occupation to boost
the confidence level of children in their learnisgills. To be more effective and
successful, organization need to be followed bygmss checklists of running own
enterprise. If they are making progress, anothevamckd courses should be
considered for more comprehensive learning. Qraftare not getting anywhere, their
challenges and limitations of doing own businessdni be figured out for further

solutions.

6.3.5 Outreach free health care

At the end, work affects their overall health dedve them incapable in
their adult age due to prolonged years of workingunhealthy environment of the
street. However, findings said that children carr@ticcess to health since they don't
have the power in the sense of spending for tlanrent. To help mobile SCLs access
to health care and reduce financial barrier forltheeare, free mobile health care
should be initiated not only with treatment servimet also knowledge providing
sessions including life skills.

For undertaking mobile health campaign, healthe cg@ractitioners
including medical doctors should be provided a gpeicaining with the inclusive
knowledge of the issues of street child laboreffserAhat, outreach clinics should be
launched with the selected medical staff and healtitators. Then, children will have
access to health care physically and have theaegampaign visits for check-up then
they will stay healthy and have health knowledgpr&pare for the better future.
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6.4 Futureresearch

Basically, this research explored the lives of S@ho have been earning
years ago. Sometimes, their memories are fadedhaydecalled them hardly. In this
situation, one thing the researcher noticed to daadfully with the children was that
their responses are always inconsistent with thernmtion they gave in different
times of interview. Therefore, research with SClUsowust entered the workforce
lately should be more insightful in getting compebive evidences on how they got
started working and how they became resilient ftbeir coping ways during earning
in the street.

Results found that some children want to returactmool while others are
motivated to earn money only. At the same time schilren stick to one job for
long period of time while others shifted from omd jto another and a few of them
have to rely on the availability of work. In anyaimstances, SCLs should be able to
communicate their experience of both current arst s and their motives to go
back to study because policy debates on earningseimabling should be influenced
by how children perceive on work and study. Witblpnged time period, there is a
scope to study on the children’s perspectives dtl daborers; their own reasons on
choosing jobs and which work is the best and haey tompare each other and why
they prefer one over another and why they wantdp working and study again.

Few of girl data for comparison limited the fings since boys are more
visible and concentrated by the nature of stregil@gment and girls feel reluctant to
participate and share their experience as welssume that the current findings are
represented the cases of boys than girls who ngightnvolved at domestic service.
Therefore another exploratory study about the impachild domestic labor should
be done from gender perspective since girls areemegatively affected by early
engagement of labor than boys. As a result, imfina will be more said about
gender issues to address the specific intervestrategies for girl child laborers.

As | discussed before, child labor is a survstahtegy of poor family and
there is intergenerational effect. In this regaresploring the past conditions of
parents and grandparents should be another coasateto validate the vicious cycle

of poverty.
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