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ABSTRACT

145 three years old kindergsrten children in Muang
district of Khonkaen province, Thailand were investigated to
ascertain the dental caries status and the factors related
to the presence of the disease. The oral health behaviour
and social characteristics of their mothers were obtained by
structured questionnaire. The results show that 35.2% of

. them were caries free. The mean dmfs was 8.3, the mean ds,

e ns, fs, and dmft were 4.9, 0.8, 0.5 and 3.3, respectively.

By means of the multiple Poisson regression
analysis, it was revealed that dental caries status of the

child was strongly Qorrelated with mother’s knowledge

regarding oral health (p < 0.001), frequency of tooth
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cleaning (p < 0.001), and mother’'s feeding practices
variables which inéluded practice of mother when <child’s
bottle-feeding was done each time (p < 0.001), and
child's age at which bottle-feeding was terminated (p <

0.001).

With respect to child’s dental attendance, the
child’s age at first dental visit was significantly
associated with dental caries status (p < 0.001). A

~.gignificant correlation was also found between frequency

of last vyear dental visit and dental caries status (p =

0.001).

- Concerning the socio-economic status, the mother’s
educational 1level and occupation were also shown to be
significantly related to dental caries status of 3 years old

children (p < 0.001).



