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ABSTRACT

This thesis is 8 study focusing oan the saciolinguistic
patterns of spesking in Thai television dramas. Two sociolinguistic
rules have been emplayed in this study : the alternstion rule and the
sequencing rule. The alternation rule is used to analyze the use of
address terms. The sequencing rule is used to discuss selected speech
gact.,s in Thai television dramas.

Two kinds of address terms are found in this study : those used
te address the speaker, and those used to address the interlocutor. The
eddress terms found in this study can be classified according to levels
of formality snd politeness. The speaker must consider several factars:
the sex, age, occupstion, educetion, social status and relationship
between the participants, in order to render the form of address
sociaslly acceptahle. The use of peferent terms shows the level af

intimacy and formality between the speaker and the referent.
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The wuse of address terms can be divided intoc two patterns
reciprocel and non-reciprocal. The reciprocal address terms indicate
that people in conversation use the same kind of term to refer to each
other. The non-reciprocal asddress terms are two people in conversation,
using different terms to refer to each cther. The above factars also
govern the use ofiaddress terms. Parents and children can use both the
reciprocal address terms and non-reciprocal address terms. Their
choice depends on the level of education, socio-economic status and

mood of the participants.

There are greetings, apologies, compliments and probes found in
this study. The level of intimacy and role-relationship of participants

are considered in discussing these speech acts.



