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ABSTRACT
This experimentel study was intended Lo

investigate the sffectiveness of +the semantic mapping
technigue on +the reading achievement of first-year

nuresing students st Mahidol University.,

The subjects of this study were 60 first-year

nursing students et 4the feculbty of science, Mshidol
University. All of +them were femsle. The ressarch
design inveolved +two groupst the controcl group and the
experimentel group. Each group consisted of 30 students.

The control group was taught by the conventionsl technique
while the experimental group wes taught with a
semantic mepping technique. The experiment waes held over
during the first semester of the acadsmic year 1892-1833

within +the periocd of 9 weeks totaelling 1B hours in one



sgmestoer.,

test and
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The instruments emplcysd wers a pre/post

gqueshbionneire.
findings of this study csn be summaerized as

There was a8 significaent difference betwesn the
msan scores obtasined from the posttest and
thoese obteined from +the pretest (p<.001)
for students in ths contrcl gEroup.

Ln equelly significent difference was found
between the mesn scores of the postiest
and pretest (p<.001) for students in the
sxperimental group.

There wes & significant difference between the
mean scores of the experimentel and the
conbrol groups (p<.01).

High reading-ability students in the
experimental sroup scored higher 4heaen
those in the control groups but the differsnce
between the mean scores of those two groups
was not significent {(p>.05), Whereas low
reading-ability studonts in the sxperimentel
groups their mean scores were significently
different from those in the control Sroup st

a .001 level.

It was revealed from the questicnneire that
students in the experimental Eroup reportied s
favorable sttitude toward the semantic mapping
technique. And students evelusted themselves
that they comprehend the reasdind passages at

the moderate level.



