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ABSTRACT

The purpose of f?is study :was to examine the
aésociation between four 'factors éf interest dincluding
Il;ness, Health care utilization, Health care. expenditure,
Awareness toﬁards health. insurance and the Willingness to
buy Voluntary health insurance in Chiangmai Municipality.'
The questionnaire was administered to 796 households in
Chiangmai - Municipal area by ‘stratified raﬁdom sampling

technique.

For data analysis, the descriptive statistics are
used to identify some éharacteristics. Regarding testing the
association, the univariate analysis is used by using Chi

square. The significant level is set at 0.05 .
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From this study, 62.3 % of the gample household
members 1in Chiangmai municipality were not covered by any
health insurance -schemes. These people ére at risk of sﬁdden
high health care expenditﬁre. The - coverage of Voluntary
heaith insurance schemes is 1.3%. Among the total sample
households, 52.53% are wfiling te buy health insurance. The
main reason for willing to buy stated by the respondents is
to 'reduce health care éxpenditure. The main reason for not

willing to buy is because they have security benefit in

medical care.

 'The analyses found significant association between
Health care utilization and the Willingnéss to buy Voluntary
;healthk insvrance among three Qroups afvpeoplg. Those are
high income group,.secondary school attainment group and the
group with | security benefit in medical care.‘ The .other
factor is Health care .expenditure which shoWs significant
association only amohg the low and the aioderate income

groups.



