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ABSTRACT

This -thesis presents An Experiment Using Thai Orthography
with Khmu Phonology at Ban Nam Pan, Chondaen Ssub-district, Chiang klang

Distric¢t, Nan Province.

The content of this thesis is divided into six chapters.
Chapter I consists of background, general information about Khmu,
objectivgs, scope of study and benefits. Chapter II consists of
general information of the Khmu people in Ban Nam Pan of Nan Province
about their language, society, culture, change and attitude toward
education. Chapter III consists of the Thai Phonology and Orthography,
Khmu Phonology and suggested Thai symbols for Khmu Phonology.
Chapter IV concerns the literate people : choosing an orthography,
learning to read it and testing. Tests were given to find their
reading problems.and how best to overcome them, and then finally a

writing test was given to get the final orthography. Chapter V



iv

consists of teaching illiterates to read their language from
experience charts which are stories about Khmu eVeryday—life and
folktales written on charts for the students to have an experience
(with words that will be written in the primer reason.), Broducing
sample primer lessons and, then, teaching them. Chapter VI is

conclusions and suggestions for further study.

The result of this study is a practical orthography using
chosen Thai letters for teaching Khmu to read Khmu, so +ransition
to literacy in either language can be easy. Moreover, some Khmu
and Thai literate people can read Khmu language written in Thai

letters.



