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ABSTRACT

Proximate determinants in fertility haove beccme
increasingly important and of much. concern to policy makers,
program planners and managers in many changing societies of

the Asian region.

The objective of this study is to determine the
effect of the proximate variables to fertility in Sri Lanka
1975 and 198i, and to assess the trends in the proximate
‘determinants of fertilify by geographical = sub - groups.
In th}s study, (applying Bongaarts’ model) the. three
principal intermediate variables are considered inhibitors of
fertility, because fertility is lower than its maximum value
as a result of delayed marriage, the use of contraception and

postpartum infecundability induced by breastfeeding.
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In Sri Lanka a two intefméaiate fértility ‘'variables
éare responéible'fof most of the variation in fértilityvlevels_
Tﬁfipopulétions.’Those are namely -~ cont:aception and
/ﬁfoportions of ﬁarriage - are the most important determinants
of fertility. High prevalence qf‘steriliza£ion and
traditional méthods~haé a strong.fertility inhibiting efféct

‘in different geographical regions in Sri Lanka.

‘This study is based on data from the Sri Lanka World
Feftility»Survey (SLWFS) 1975, and Sri Lanka Demographic and

Health Survey (SLDHS) carried out in 1987.



