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ABSTRACT

Purpose of the Study
This research investigated the effectiveness of the extensive reading
programme in teaching English reading comprehension at upper -

. secondary level in the school system in Thailand

Procedure
The subjects of this research are 60 M.5 students studying in the
science ‘programme at Thawangphapittayakom School in Nan province. The

subjects were divided into two groups of 30 students. The first group, the



control group was taught by the intensive reading programme while the
experimental group was taught by the extensive reading programme.

The tools employed iu this research wére the passive and active
vocabulary test which was written and adapted by the researcher to evaluate
subjects’ ability to acquire English vocabulary in both gfoups . The test
consisted ot passive and active vocabulary with 80 questions. The reliability
of this vucabulary test was at 0.82. The scores obtained from the pretest and
the postiest of the control and the experimental groups were analyzed and
adrninistered to tind out the effectiveness of these two teaching techniques.

A rating- scale questionnaire was also employed to investigate
students’ attitudes in the experimental group towards the extensive reading
programme and in the control group towards the intensive reading programme
at the end of the experiment. The first part contained the items concerning
subjects’ personal data. The second was employed to elicit students  attitudes
and suggestions towards the use of the two teaching techniques in English

reading comprehension

Findings :

1. The méan scores of the posttest of students in the
experimental group taught ’by the extensive reading programme were
significantly higher than those of the pretest.

2. There was a significant difference between scores gained from
the passive and active vocabulary pretest and the passive and active
vocabulary posttest for students in the control group taught by the use of the

intensive reading programme.



3. It was ftound that the posttest scores obtained by students in
the experimental group taught by the use of the extensive reading programime
were significantly higher than the postiest scores obtained by students in the
control group taught by the use of the intensive reading programme. |

4. The mean scores of all students’ questionnaire revealed that
ctudents both in the experimental group and in the control group agreed with
using the .extensi\/e readilfg progratmne in English reading comprehension

significantly.



