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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is to investigate factors affecting
family planning behavior among married women of reproductive age in
the central coast areas of Vietnam namely Thua Thien Hue, Quang
nam-Danang, Phu Yen and Khanh Hoa provinces. Special effort is paid
to analyse differences between urban and rural areas relating to
contraceptive use patterns. The study uses the secondary data
collected by a research unit of the National Committee for
Population and Family planning (NCPFP) in 1992. There were all
together 3923 respondents in the survey who were married women in

the reproductive age 15-49.



f

The major findings show that there is a positive
relationship between contraceptive use and socio-demographic and
psychological factors such as age, age at first marriage, number of
living children, duration of marriage, and education of both
husbands and wives. The data of this survey reconfirms that urban
women's Knowledge of contraception is higher than that of rural
women. Vietnamese women's knowledge of contraception is relatively
high although both the average number of living children (2.92) and

the average desired number of children (3.15) are still higher than

the government target (1-2 children).

The results of the study also reveal that the IUD is
still the most popular contraceptive method followed by traditional
methods such as rhythm and withdrawal. Other effective methods such
as pill, condom, male and female sterilization have a low
acceptance rate among users despite the fact that this trend is
increasing. Generally, contraceptive use is higher in urban areas

than rural one.

With regard to the psychological perspectives, this study
finds that son preference is very strong. In addition, the child
value in family, especially the strong expectation of residents to
live with their sons when they become elderly very high in Vietnam.
This performance is much more clear in rural areas than in the

urban areas.





