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Abstract 2 ; 8 3 1 2

This study is regarding the potential of The Royal Project Highland Agricultural Centre
Huay Mueang Ngham to promote for ecotourism, and it aimed to study 1) context of the Royal
Project Highland Agricultural Centre Huay Mueang Ngam to promote for ecotourism, 2) potential
of the Royal Project Highland Agricultural Centre Huay Mueang Ngam to promote for
ecotourism, and 3) study problems and obstacles, and suggest recommendations in improving
potential of the Royal Project Highland Agricultural Centre Huay Mueang Ngam to promote for
ecotourism.

This study is a qualitative research studying 4 groups of population including Group 1 —
5 government officers, Group 2 — 5 project officers, Group 3 — 10 tourists, and Group 4 — 30 local
people from 5 villages in the project’s area. The researcher collected information using informal
interviews, in-depth interviews, observations, and small group meetings. The data collected was
analyzed according to the objectives of the research and the study results were presented in a
descriptive format.

The study results found that there were two sides of potential of the project to promote
for ecotourism as follows.

1) Internal factors included tourism resources, tourism activities, human resources,
budgets, securities, services, capacity to support tourists, and managerial capabilities, and

2) External factors included transportations, policies of the government and related
organizations, and public relations.

Recommendations for improving the project’s potential was that the project should
adhere to the 4 major elements of ecotourism including 1) area factor which should improve the

landscape of the project as well as lights and basic infrastructures, 2) management factor, which,



248312
for the budget there should be cooperations with other organizations or private sectors in
sponsoring development budget, and for environment there should be a waste management by
waste separation, 3) activity factor, which there should be continually advertisement of tourism
activities, and 4) participatory factor which there should be a support to encourage local people
and related organizations to participate the all steps of development procedures as well as

encourage local people to seek income from tourism.
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