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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the Dharmic-socialism concept of
Buddhadasa Bhikkhu; and (2) the application of Buddhadasa Bhikkhu’s Dharmic-socialism to the
development of democracy in Thailand.

This was qualitative research based on research from primary and secondary data
sources about the Dharmic-socialism concept of Buddhadasa Bhikkhu. The data were analyzed
through content interpretation and descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) the Dharmic-socialism concept is based on the greatest
benefit for society. It consists on the one hand of Dharma (Dharma is Nature, the natural law,
responsibilities following the natural law, and the results of those responsibilities) and on the
other hand of socialism, which is an ideology focused on the masses and the benefit of the
majority, and that aims for the well-being of the people, without excesses. (2) Dharmic-socialism
can be applied to develop democracy in Thailand by 2.1) developing the people to be
emancipated from being slaves to material objects; developing the right kind of education to help
people see the value of Dharma; 2.2) developing correct humanity; 2.3) putting the priority on the
good of the public and living by Dharma; using the ethics system to develop moral people who
hold to ethics as their main guiding principle; building a society where people live together
happily and peacefully; developing the morals of politicians so they see Dharma as their duty and
know it is their responsibility to follow the way of Dharma to bring about peace and happiness for
humaﬁity, both in their personal lives and for all. This should be the major goal of administration

so there will be no problems. The political system should be developed to be based on morality.
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