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Abstract

The study on stomach contents of tuna caught by purse seine in the Eastern Indian
Ocean that operations were 2 cruises, March-May 2011 and April-May 2012 by M.V. Mahidol.
There are 110 stomachs were collected and consisted of 50-skipjack tuna (Katsuwonus pelamis),
56-yellowfin tuna (Thunnus albacares) and 4-bigeye tuna (7. obesus). Most of non-empty
stomachs were low level of fullness index. Stomach contents were divided into 4 groups as
teleost fish, mollusks, crustacean and others. Mollusks were the importance role as forage of
skipjack tuna; however, crustacean was the importance role for yellowfin tuna. There is only
1 prey as a teutoid squids was found in a bigeye’s stomach. The feeding behavior of skipjack,
yellowfin and bigeye tunas are the predator that they forage on smaller fishes which living
and feeding around floating objects. The tuna schools associated around the object for forage

while smaller fishes were aggregating, feeding and living around it.
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