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Marine Resources from Small Scale Fisheries

along the Andaman Sea Coast of Thailand
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Prapat Kawemanee and Thassanee Supapuek

Andaman Sea Fisheries Research and Development Center (Phuket)

Abstract

Study of marine resources status from small scale fisheries in the Andaman Sea Coast of
Thailand during January to December 2004. The main types fishing gears in the area included crab gill
nets, shrimp trammel nets, Indo-Pacific mackerel gill nets, sand whiting gill nets, crab traps and squid
traps. The main fishing grounds were around islands, rock piles and coral reefs and along the coast where
the water depth were in the range of 5-25 m. Fishing efforts of each types of gears were different between
provinces. However, the fishing efforts of all provinces were similarly high during Northeast Monsoon.
The average catch rate of crab gill nets was 0.83 kg/100 m-net. The catch included 68.18 % of crabs. The
main catch composition were blue swimming crabs which their carapace widths (CW) were in the range of
3.00-20.50 cm (12.67 cm of average CW). The average return of blue swimming crabs over cash cost was
904.69 bath/trip. The average catch rate of shrimp trammel nets was 1.40 kg/100 m- net. The catch included
53.50 % of shrimps. The main catch composition were banana shrimps which their total lengths (TL) were
in the range of 7.00-22.50 cm (11.49 c¢m of average TL). The average return of banana shrimps over cash
cost was 729.13 bath/trip. The average catch rate of Indo-Pacific mackerel gill nets was 3.53 kg/100 m-net.
The catch included 81.05 % of pelagic fish. The main catch composition were Indo-Pacific mackerels
which their TL were in the range of 11.00-24.00 cm. (17.14 cm of average TL). The average return of
Indo-Pacific mackerels over cash cost was 467.82 bath/trip. The average catch rate of sand whiting gill
nets was 1.12 kg/100 m-net. The catch included 94.36 % of demersal fish. The main catch composition
were sand whitings which their TL were in the range of 9.00-24.00 cm (15.76 cm of average TL). The
average return of sand whitings over cash cost was 1,243.60 bath/trip. The average catch rate of crab traps
was 0.91 kg/10 traps. The catch included 97.25 % of crabs. The main catch composition were blue
swimming crabs which their CW were in the range of 2.00-18.00 cm (11.45 cm of average CW). The

average return of blue swimming crabs over cash cost was 2,658.35 bath/trip. The average catch rate of



squid traps was 3.98 kg/100 m-net. The catch included 98.15 % of squids. The main catch composition
were bigfin reefs which their TL were in the range of 7.50-35.50 c¢m (17.73 c¢m of average TL). The
average return of squid over cash cost was 675.53 bath/trip. The catch rates of the near shore and the
distant fishing grounds were not clearly different. However, it was found that the fish size positively

related to the distance from the shore.
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