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THE SECOND CLASSED ROYAL TEMPLE OF RATCHAWORAWIHARN, FORMERLY CALLED WAT SAMOR RAI. THE TEMPLE WAS PRESUMABLY BUILT SINCE
KRUNG LAVO OR PRIOR AYUTTHAYA PERIOD, IT WAS RE-ESTABLISHED BY SOMDET KROM PHRA RATCHAWANG BOWON MAHA SURASINGHANAT (KING RAMA I'S YOUNGER
BROTHER) IN RATTANAKOSIN PERIOD. KING RAMA IV, WHILE HE WAS IN THE MONKHOOD USED TO RESIDE IN THE TEMPLE. AFTER HIS SUCCESSION TO THE THRONE, HE RENAMED
THE TEMPLE TO WAT RACHATIWAT WIHARN, WHICH MEANS THE TEMPLE WHERE THE KING RESIDES. THE TEMPLE WAS THE FIRST ARANYAWAS! TEMPLE (FOREST- DWELLER
TEMPLE) OF DHAMMAYUTTIKA SECT. UBOSOT (THE ORDINATION HALL) WAS IMITATED KHMER-STYLED ARCHITECTURE, IN SIDE WHICH PHRA SAMPHUTTHA PHANN! THE PRINCIPAL
BUDDHA IMAGE IS ENSHRINED. MURAL PAINTING IN FRESCO TECHNIQUE DEPICTING THE STORY OF VESSANDARA JATAKA WAS DONE BY AN ITALIAN ARTIST NAMED MR. RIGOLL.
SALA KANPARIAN (THE SERMON PAVILION), A LARGE ENTIRE TEAK BUILDING, WAS DESIGNED BY SOMDET PHRACHAO BOROMMAWONGTHOE CHAOFA KROM PHRAYA NARITSARA
NUWATTIWONG.
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The History of Wat Rachatiwasworaviharn

The former name of Wat Rachatiwasworaviharn was Wat Samorrai which was a
very old temple and a royal monastery at present. It was built in the Lopburi style in 1820
B.C. It was declared to be a temple in 2310 B.C. Every king in the Rattanakosin period
supported this temple.

In the reign of King Rama |, His Royal Highness Bawornsurasrihanart restored the
temple and when King Rama Il was a monk, he stayed at this temple. After that, Somdet
PhraNarai Ramathibodee who later became Phra Choa Krungkambucha was a novice and

stayed at this temple, too.

King Rama Il stayed at this temple during his monkhood with His Royal Highness

Sananurak. He gave the new name of the temple to be Watrachtiwasviharn.

In the reign of King Rama Ill, His Royal Highness Maha Sakdiphonlasep had the
new house built for Chao Fa Mahamongkut and it was decorated with Cho Fa and Bai Raka
for Chao Fa Mahamongkut while he stayed as a monk here. There were five rooms and a

terrace. At that time, many things in this temple were restored.
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In the reign of King Rama IV, King Rama IV stayed at this temple during his
monkhood and the temple was restored again and was given a new name called
WatRachatiwasviharn. It meant the temple for staying of the king and it was the first temple

of Dhammayuttika Nikaya. He changed the name of the temple to be Watrachitiwasviharn.

In the reign of King Rama V, the King was a monk at this temple and he called
this temple Watrachatiwas. The abbot asked for a Viharn to add the old name as King Rama
V translated from the Khmer language. Thamo means stones. Thamorai means the row of
stones. King Rama V commanded to dismantle the following items: Ubosod, Preaching hall,
Phrachedi, Sala Klan Prarain, monks’ red wood houses, a stone road, a stone yard, a
mountain, a stone pole, a moat, the road through the middle of the temple and bridges. He

had the principle Buddha image in the ordination hall.

In the reign of King Rama VI, the King was pleased to have Prince Vessandon
Jakata mural paintings on the walls of Phra Ubosod. He built Phra Viharn for Somdet Phra
Ayyaika and the abbot’s residence.

In the reign of King Rama VII, the King was pleased to move Phya Thai house to

this temple. Queen Ram Phai Pannee had a house built and she supported this temple.

King Rama VIl and King Rama IX have supported Wat Rachatiwasvoraviharn such

as monks’s food, electricity bill, water bill and the salary of the people working here.
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PhraUbosod or the ordination hall was in Khmer Styel, it was similar to Angkor
Wat. It was designed by His Royal Highness Bawornsurasrinanart. There were three parts : the

first part was a gallery. The middle part was a ritual room which housed the principal
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Buddha image (Phra Sam Putta Pannee) under nine- tired royal white umbrellas. At the back
of the principle Buddha image was mural paintings frame the story of Prince Vessandon
Jakata episodes. The preliminary drawing of pictures were drawn by His Royal Highness
Prince Chitcharoen, Prince Narisara Nuvativongse, and Professor C. Rigoli, an Italian artist,
painted the fresco mural paintings. The last part was behind the Ubosod where Phra Sam
Puttawattanopas was placed. King Rama IX had the ashes of Somdej Phra Sriwarintra
Boromrajthawee Prapanwasa Alyikachao kept in the lotus flower-shaped pedestal of the
image and the hair of Somdej Phra Nang Chao RamPhaiPannee, his Queen, were kept there,
too.
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Phra Ubosod or the ordination hall was in Khmer style, it was similar to

Angkor Wat. It was designed by Prince Narisara Nuvativongse. There were three parts: the
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first part was a gallery. The middle part was a ritual room which housed the principal Buddha
image (Phra Sam Putta Pannee) under nine- tired royal white umbrellas. At the back of the
principle Buddha image were mural paintings from the story of Prince Vessandon Jakata
episodes. The preliminary drawings of pictures were drawn by His Royal Highness Prince
Chitcharoen, Prince Narisara Nuvativongse, and Professor C. Rigoli, an Italian artist, painted the
fresco mural paintings. The last part was behind the Ubosod where Phra Sam
Puttawattanopas was placed. King Rama IX had the ashes of Somdej Phra Sriwarintra
Boromrajthawee Prapanwasa Ayyikachao kept in the lotus flower-shaped pedestal of the
image and the hair of Somdej Phra Nang Chao RamPhaiPannee, King Rama VII’ s Queen, was
kept here, too.

The mural paintings of Wat Rachatiwasworaviharn were related to the Jakata
stories. The preliminary drawings of the pictures were drawn by His Royal Highness Prince
Chitcharoen, Prince Narisara Nuvativongse. Professor C.Rigoli, an Italian artist, painted fresco
mural paintings. The mural paintings were in the western style on the four sides of the first
part of the Ubosod.

The top and the bottom parts of the walls in the Ubosod have mural paintings
from Prince Vessandon Jakata episodes painted as in the following:

The top part of the wall in the Ubosod towards the northern side was the
painting in which a Brahma from Kalingkaraja asked for taking the blessing elephant of the
city to his town. Prince Vessandon donated the elephant to him.

The top part of the wall in the Ubosod the western side was the painting
in which Prince Vessandon donated his horses and a carriage to people during his travelling.

The bottom part of the wall towards the western side also was the painting
concerning his life.

The bottom part of the wall towards the northern side was the painting in
which Prince Vessandon called his son and his daughter going up from the pond.

The bottom part of the wall towards the northern side also was the
painting of Nang Mathree, Prince Vessandon’s wife, came back from seeking fruits in the
forest.

The bottom part of the wall towards the southern side was the painting in
which Indra disguised himself as a Brahma and asked for Nang Mathree from Prince
Vessandon.

The bottom part of the wall towards the southern side also was the
painting of Choochok, an old Brahma, got lost in Si Pi city. King Sonchai, Vessandon’s father,

gave the ransom to him and g¢ot his grandchildren back.
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The bottom part of the wall towards the southern side also was the
painting in which Prince Vessandon, Nang Mathree, and their children met each other in the
middle of the forest at Khoa Wong Khot.

The top part of the wall towards the southern side also was the painting

in which Prince Vessandon, Nang Mathree, KanHa and Chalee went back to Si Pi city.
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King Rama V had a new Sala Kan Parien built to replace the old one in front of
the Ubosod. This new Sala Kan Parien was located in front of the temple, out of moat, on
the north of the middle road in Sangkhawas zone or the residential area for monks. It faced
to the west of the temple. It was the biggest and the most beautiful teak wooden structure

in the Far East.
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Sala Kan Parien is the preaching or merit-making hall in a monastery made from
teak in Ayutthaya style. It was designed by His Royal Highness Prince Narisara Nuvativongse.
He imitated the design of the structure from the hall of Wat Suwannaram in Petchburi. This
building was raised high in the level of 11 pole range. The poles are big circle ones with the
diameter of fifty centimeters. Each pole has its name from Thai literature. There are three
rooms: the front, the middle and the back ones. The walls of the building are in natural
colors. The doors and windows are in the style of Thai art. It consists of Cho Fa, Bairaka and
Hang Hong. The roofs cover the building. The roof is made from orange tiles and covers the
eaves below. The east of the front room has Phra Kiao and Wachirawut symbols. The floor of
Sala Kan Parien is placed by big white and red marbles alternately. Moreover, Sala Kan

Prarien has sixteen poles, eight pairs. Each pole is given its name as in the following:

1. The north: Khun Krai 2. The south : Khun Phan

3. The north: Srimala 4. The south: Phra Pichit

5. The north: Chamueanwai 6. The south: Phrapanwassa
7. The north: Wanthong 8. The south: Sriprachan

9. The north: Thongprasri 10. The south: Soifha

11. The north: Loathong 12. The south: Buthsaba

13. The north: Khunchang 14. The south: Muanharn

15. The north: Neancheaw 16. The south: Thaen Khwad
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Phra Chedi of Wat Rachatiwasworaviharn was located behind the Ubosod which
was built in the reign of King Rama V. He had the Ubosod, the Ordinal Hall, restored in Java
style of Sriwichai period. The restoration was finished in the reign of King Rama VI. He stored
Phra Chedi to replace the old one in harmony with Phra Ubosod. The small gable placed in
front of the building was in the Khmer style. It was designed by His Royal Highness Prince
Nares Varaiddhi or Phra Ong Chao Kritsadapinihan. The Sila Budda image in the style of
Mahayana Nigaya was housed in the Phra Chedi. It was housed at four arched sides including
other four Buddha images. These four Buddha images were brought from Indonesia and
another one was at Wat Sriraththanasadaram. There were five Buddha images in all.

Phra Chedi was located on the square base with double lotus petals. The collar
beam was .80 meters tall and 12.00 meters wide. There was a small gable placed in front of
the main entrance. Four chedis with the square bases supported Phra Chedi. There were 28
lion sculptures around the upper square base. The Buddha images in Java Hinayana style
were housed in the four arched niches as in the following:

The northern side in the first arched niche is the Buddha image in the attitude
of forgiveness.

The eastern side in the second arched niche is the Buddha image in the
attitude of subduing Mara.

The southern side in the third arched niche is the Buddha image in the attitude
of blessing.

The western side in the third arched niche is the Buddha image in the attitude
of meditation.
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How to keep Watrachatiwasworaviharn’ public areas

For the smooth running of the efficiency running of this temple to be the
centre of Buddha images learning. There are regulations of the temple to be flollowed.
Everyone who visits this temple needs to give his hands to preserve its perfect and
beautiful natural environment by strictly observing the temple regulations as in the
following:

1. Do not leave garbage in public areas of the temple..
2. Help keep the clean areas.

3. Help keep the environment as it is.
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