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KEYWORD : SEUNG HOK SAI
SORNCHAI TENGRATLOM : THE STUDY OF SEUNG HOK SAI (SIX
STRINGED LUTE) OF THUNGKWOW SUB-DISTRICT, MUANG PAN
DISTRICT, LAMPANG PROVINCE. THESIS ADVISOK : ASST. PROF.
KUMKOM PORNPRASIT, THESIS CO-ADVISOR : ASSOC.PROF. PICHIT
CHAISAREE, 172 pp. ISBN 974-17-5905-3

This study aims to examine the role of seung hok sai (six-string lute) in two
dimensions: musicological and cultural aspects. With musicological approach, the study focuses
on musical practices and repertoire: how to produce the sound of seung and how to play
compositions on the instrument. The locale of the study is located in Thungkwow sub-district,
Muang Pan district, Lampang Province. Thungkwow sub-district is composed of 13 villages :
Tham village, Thungkwow village, Thung Tan village, Jong village, jong village, Thung Kwong
village, Thung-Pong village, Plai-na village, Thung-Ji village, Hear village, Hua village,
Pa-Wiang village, Pae-Mai village, Luang village. Data was collected by formal and informal
interview, observation, document research, photographing, and sound recording.

The study finds that there is only one living sueng master left at present. Khruu Neam
Leu-han, the only seung master, now resides at 30 Moo 1, Ban Tham, Sub-district Thungkwow,
Muang Pan district, Lampang province. It can be predicted that in the future the six-strings scung
will be extinct due to the new generation’s loss of appreciation and interest in promoting the
seung knowledge and old tradition. The six-string seung has been with the community for
generations from the age of “on-foot and rafting”, the age of “road and dam construction to the
village” to the age of “high way and super-highway”. The instrument is indigenous to the local
wisdom oi the community in Thungkwow sub-district. It was invented by the locals many
hundred years ago. The instrument was developed and improved according to the development of
technology which was found within introduced to the community. Simple tools which were
easily found in the community constitutes the first part of the seung history. Electric power was
adopted in the process of making the instruments to help make instruments more effectively.

Regarding performance aspccts, there are five positions of holding the seung and
seating positions: cubic-angle (leff leg pulled up and another leg on the floor with angle position),
cross leg, two-leg on the floor supporting the body, right leg pulled up and the left leg stretched
towards the front, standing positions. There are three kinds of ensembles: seung ensemble without
percussion instrument. wong sau, and wong salo and sau and szung with percussion instruments.
The tuning of the instrument uses Sol-Do-Sol. The instrument in the principal of the ensemble
because of its mellow sound quality. The plectruin used for seung are made of plastic and buffalo
horn. The tempo for seung repertoire is usually in moderate tempo. Players usually slow down
the tempo to end his performance. As presented above scung is proudly held as wisdom of the

community.





