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SOUTHERNER IDENTITY OF SOUTHERN STUDENTS LIVING IN BANGKOK, THESIS ADVISOR :
ASSOC. PROF. METTA VIVATANANUKUL, 146 pp. ISBN 974-17-5465-5

The purpose of this study is to study and compare the similarity and difference in perception
and communication in manifesting southerner identity of scuthern students living in Banghok from the
perspective of southern students and their friends of other ethnic groups. In — depth interview with 16

samples and 100 survey questionaires from both parties are conducted.

The results show that

1.Most southern students and their friends of other ethnic groups perceive “the usage of native
or southern language” as a southerner unique identity. Southern students have a relatively nigher
positive self-image while they think other people will perceive their ethnic identity in a more negative
way. However, from the findings, other slanic friends perceive their southern identity in a more positive
way than the southern students expect Chaun Leakpai is mentioned as a representative who possesses
southern identity the most.

2. Though both sampling groups agree that southern students show no differences in the way
they talk to other ethnic friends, the mean score of southern student group is higher than that of other
ethnic friends. In general, soﬁthern students think that they can communicate to their same-ethnic
friends more easily, and can understard more than to their other ethnic friends. Also, they perceive more
intimate relationships among same-ethnic friends than other-ethnic friends. Also, it is found that
southern students manifest their identity through their value and behavior the most. In terms of
adaptation, southern students still maintain their southern identity while adjusting themselves partly to
Bangkok culture.

5. Variables which are found to have statistically significant relationship with communication in
manifesting southern identity are their birthplace, and the frequency of coming to Bangkok befcre

studying while other variables : sex, type of university, and living condition have no significant

relationship.





