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The internet is significantly contributing tc the development of the computer-based
communication system. It provides opportunities to people interaction by creating a new form of the

commurities, a so-called virtual community, that socially gathering for ideas without tire anc

location limitations.

The objectives of thic research are W study the role of the computer-mediated
commtinication (CMC) on creating tne virtual community relationship and to study factors existing in

the virtual community relationship of the OPPY Club members.

The research is using a qualitative approach by in-depth interviewing the OPPY Club
members, undergoing direct observation and analyzing accessible contexts on web sites, web
boards ana e-mails. In coing so, it applies concepts and theories i.e. the role of the computer-

mediated communication, the ne.v.media technology and the community and virtual community as

its analytical framework.

The results indicate that roles of the CMC on older adults divided as follows; 1. role on
individual level by increasing a new chance for the way of life, the development of the qua!ity'of later
life, more alternative channels on communication and the improvement of self image and 2. role on
community build-up in the context of community and virtual community by enhancing and
developing interpersonal relationship via e-mails and bulletin boards. Accordingly, older adults use
CMC on the purpose of making companionship, social support and experience exchanges. This kind

of constructive interrelationship through CMC may result in a psychological well being of older

adults.





