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Epistemic modality is a grammatical category that indicates the speaker's commitment to
the truth of a statement. As an example, in uttering a sentence Somying came back the speaker
reports the event of Somying's coming back as a fact, where as in case of Somying must have

been back the speaker evaluates the possibility that the event of Somying's being back is true.

In Thai there are four types of torms that are used tc indicate epistemic modality, i.e.
preverbai auxiliaries, initial particles, adverbs and final particles. Elements of these types can
occur alone in a sentence or occur in combination. Other syntactic properties are the co-
occurrence with other grammatical categories such as tense and deontic modality, question-

formation and negation.

In terms of their semantics, it is found that these forms express eight types of epistemic
qualification: possibility, probability, indirect evidence, counterfactual event, hypothetical event,
presumption, certainty and dubitation. However, considering the syntax and semantics of these
forms in Thai grammar it is proposed that there are only four subtypes of epistemic modality, i.e.

possibility, probability, indirect evidence and degrees of certainty.

Moreover, we have found that grammatical forms of other category, such as deontic
modality can also be used epistemically. The relationship between these two domains can be
explained in terms of metaphorical mapping. That is, speculation or inference as a reasoning
process is a complex and abstract process. Humans can understénd this process only via
mapping from a less abstract domain, i.e. the socio-physical domain in which deontic modality
Operates. The epistemic use of deontic modals is an instance of metaphorical mapping and

Mmeaning extension in language.





