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The purpose of this study was to describe experiences of co-residence between the eiderly,
the elderly’s families and paid caregivers in caring for the dependent elderly. Husserlian
phenomenology was applied as the methodology of this study. Data were collected by in-depth
interviews. The key informants were 24 persons: 8 eiderly, 8 eiderly’s families and 8 paid caregivers.
The interviews were tape recorded and transcribed verbatim. The content analysis method was used
for data analysis.

The findings revealed that experiences ofg_g;residence between the elderly, the elderly's

families and paid caregivers in caring for the dependent elderly consisted of 3 themes.

1) Meeting of the Stranger: This is the elderly, the elderly’ s families and paid caregivers
who are strange to each other, but have to live together. This theme consisted of 2 subthemes:
burdensome feeling and positive thinking.

2) Living together among differences: This is the elderly, the elderly’s families and paid
caregivers who came from different circumstances, but have to live together. This theme consisted
of 2 subthemes: adaptation of co - residence and difference of caring aspect.

3) Strategies to live together with happiness: This is the way that the elderly, the elderly’s
families and paid caregivers live together with happiness. This consisted of 5 subthemes:
compliance, co - operating in caring for the elderly, caring and helping, living as relatives and
mutual understanding.

Findings from this study contribute to an understanding of co - residence between the
elderly, the elderly's families and paid caregivers in caring for the dependent elderly. In addition, this
study provides useful knowledge to educate and give consultation to the elderly, the elderly’ s
families and paid caregivers on how to live together with happiness, as well as a guide to future

research.



