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Altered Target Sites as a Mechanism of Herbicide Resistance

NANR WINTHN"

Tosapon Pornprom"”

ABSTRACT

Development of herbicide-resistant crops has been generated, utilized either
conventional and, mutation breeding or genetic engineering approaches, to be resistant to
herbicides. Herbicide resistance can be due to target site-based or non-target site-based
mechanisms. To date, most of the reported herbicide resistance in plants has been linked
to target site modification. Mechanisms of target site-based herbicide resistance of the
amino acid synthesis inhibitors are reviewed in this paper, with emphasis on the
biochemical and molecular basis as acetolactate synthase (ALS) and glutamine
synthetase (GS) gene mutation. It is possible that the herbicide-resistant crops show a
point mutation as base-pair substitution in the partial of ALS and GS gene. The
substitution results in a modified amino acid sequence in the ALS and GS protein as
target site-based resistance, and making it less sensitive to inhibitory effect of herbicide.
This suggests that the mechanisms of target site-based herbicide resistance may be
occurred after the translation or post translation in the ALS and GS gene. Altered target-
site mutation in the ALS and GS gene may confer mechanism resistance to amino acid
synthesis inhibitors, so that it is technically possible to develop the herbicide resistance

trait in many crops.

Key words: acetolactate synthase (ALS), amino acid synthesis inhibitors, glutamine

synthetase (GS), herbicide-resistant crops, point mutation
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Figure 1. Sites of herbicide action in amino acid biosynthesis (ﬁm: Tan et al., 2006)
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¥ maize cells (N) and glufosinate-resistant
Tussdvluanazesimadinlnadummds 0 (R) compare with 100 bp
sranglwdiunidewandanidasuiu GS DNA ladder marker (M) (Chompoo and
(Figure 4) ¥13AINTARINII LSRG ULUN Pornprom, 2008)
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UndaNaREALILRTEY DNA 7ildiN195eelu

Y

[

wuduAse lneSoufeunisiSeeans Ul
98U GS Tugadd1alwadnAfuinadd
fumusns [ddeyasduisoesiu Gs Tu
d1alwafiflaglu GenBank wudni313es
aduwsuauesiu Gs Tugdeyazes
NCBI fiSpuiisuiuseninaaddnilneg
Unfifuipadifiuniuans danumiauiy
95.6% HNANMNUANANAU 4.4% LUAZINA Gap
0.01% WAIMNAMNULANANDDINITLILIAAL
W& 1,022 bp wadadIIwaARfuNIuETS
wofinsavuntsszeslulasdisua e
nswSeuisuiumastnnadnfisan 12
Fuviy (Figure 5) Wiathanulasvmdunsn
arfilurpfiu GS Winuiipuseninisadd
fumuansiugiudoya NCBI (Faldlunns
8ONWUL specific primer) §n13158896T89N
imazﬁiumamqugﬂL%'uﬁul,l,a:ﬁg‘mﬁ”uqm Tow
flaun 340 nseezily  Fawaddilwed
Fumuans Sinswasunlasreansessily
fuanssluanadinlnaung waziiu GS
pavirilwaaingiudeya NCBI ag 10
sty 1un (1) duviisdi 9 valine natw
Ju isoleucine (2) Fuvued 70 asparagine
naeifiu histidine (3) Fuvigi 86 serine
naneiu threonine (4) siunusil 92 lysine
naeiu serine (5) FunUsdl 95 threonine
natutiu lysine (6) #Aiuntdf 251
glutamate na1eLily alanine (7) AW

254 glutamate naneLiu aspartate (8)

94

FurUaN 261 arginine natewilu lysine (9)
FLVUST 226 lysine naeLilu arginine Waz

f)

(10) sundefl 332 aspartate natwifu
glutamate Feandviiadlalndoasiu GS Tu
agdwefifunuasfnad 16vinms
Funzifouly GenBank 3a AY 339214
mnﬁagaﬁandnauﬁu‘lﬁiw ANBULAIN
FruNUDDILTRET I IWAR IUNUR1SE LAn
NMTABUL s UTiTa U (base-pair
substitution) Nelufiu GS 598 12 @uvuy
wazfinalinsnedlurediu GS wans1gan
AnuTuigada liFIunIug1s 10 sunis
(Table 1) F9p1aazvinlilaseadelysfiunes

g GS wWasuudasll Fearsnasdnadnm

Tudunausal

=

dafiansanannalnniedaluiana
adANNEuUEsIsa TRy Twadini
FIU MIURISURZLTRAUNE (M3080ULDAD
§13) lAEnNSAsIeEauEsUILEDRYEY ALS
WAy GS WU lUTRERITIFIUNIUENTIAR
Yoy AnsEpeadursausAsuulacuay
uansnslansadund Waulaswadiunse

aziilu azdniswiAsunlasasensaosily

a
a2

(amino acid substitution) indulunane
fuviy WawSsudeuiusadiound fu
ALS uaz GS pavRinziafg 9 Tugudeys
NCBI Sys1dumaeiiipalolngi legunzidou
Tu GenBank siald wamyIndnsuzAIN
FUNUBIRRRNTAF U IUE1IFINEILAR

INNIUNUAGULLAE (base-pair substitution)
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Normalmaizecell R |1 I AEYIWVGGSGI|IDLRSKARTVKGP I TDPSQLPK 35
Resistant maizecell R | 1 AEY] WIGGSGIDLRSKARTVKGP I TDPSQLPK

Maize from NCBI RI1TAEYIWVGGSGIDLRSKARTVKGP I TDPSQLPK

Normal maizecell wWNYDG S S

Resistant maizecell WN Y DG S §

Maize from NCBI WNYDGSSTGQAPGEDSEVTLYPQA! FKDPFRKGRNN

- - -
Normalmaizecell | LVMCDCYTPQGEP [PSNKRYKAATVFSHPDVAAE 105
Resistant maizecell 1 LVMCDCYTPQGEP I PTNKRYSAAKVFSHPDVAAE
Maize from NCBI ILVMCDCYT‘PQGEPIPSNKRYKAATVFSHPDVAAE

Normal maizecell vPWYGI EQEYTLLQKDVSWPLGWPVGGYPAQPQGPY 140

Resistant maizecell vPWY G ) EQEYTLLQKDVSWPLGWPVGGYPQPQGPY

Maize from NCBI VPWYGI EQEYTLLAQEK

Normalmaizecell Y CAAGADKAFGRDVVDAHYKACLYAGINISGINGE 175
Resistant maizecell ¥ CAAGADKAFGRDVVDAHYKACLYAGINISGINGE

Maize from NCBI YCAAGADKAFGRDVYDAHYKACLYAGINISGINGE

Normalmaizecell vVMPGQWEFQVGPSVGISAGDE IWVARY I LERITEM 210
Resistant maizecell VMPGQWEFQVGPSVGISAGDEIWVARYILERITEM

Maize from NCBI VMPGQWEFQVGPSVG)SAGDE IWVARY ) LERITEM
Normalmaizecell AG ! VLS LDPKP I KGDWNGAGAHTNYSTKSMREAGG 245
Resistantmaizecell AG I VL SLDPKP I KGODWNGAGAHTNYSTKSMREAGG

Maize from NCBI AGtVLSLDPKP { KEDWNGAGANTNYSTKSMREAGG

normal maize cell YEVIKEATL EKL

resistantmaizecell Y EVI KAAIDKLGKRHKEHIAAYGEGNERRL

maize from NCBI YEVIKEA|]EKLGKRHREHIAAYGEGNERRLTGRHE

Normalmaizecell TAD INTFKXWGVYANRGASIRVGRDTEKEGKGYFEDR 315
ResistantmaiZeCeHTADINTFKWG‘VAN‘RGASIRVGRDTEREGKGYFEDR

Maize from NCBI TAD[NTFKWGVA‘NRGASIRVGRDTEXEGKGYFEDR

Normalmaizecell RPASNMDPYVVTGMIADTT I LWKGN 340

Resistant maizecell RPASNMDPYVVTE&MI AETT

LWKGN

Mmaize fromNCBl R PASNMDPYVVTGMIADTT | LWKGN

Figure 5. Near-perfect match of amino acid sequences in glutamine synthetase gene of
normal cells and maize from NCBI (Acc No D14578) as compared to the changed amino

acids (marked with asterisk) in glufosinate resistant cells. (Chompoo and Pornprom, 2008)
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nmelufiu GS uay ALS aswaynlinsaasdl
Tuwansralyanlumsadfilisuniuans e
anaszaswar vlaseaielysiuzesiu GS
war ALS finiswfsuniadly Femasfiacs
nsAnlusesulysfiusaly

SNB Uz TRIANNEUNIURINE21
Lﬁmmnminmﬂﬁuﬁ:ﬁui:ﬁnﬁuﬁL‘fJuLLuumi
na1eWU§IanILyn (point mutation) N3
Lﬂé‘ﬂuLLﬂaagﬂLLuummﬁumnﬁaﬁaﬂﬁﬂﬂLﬂu
Sndadanils dadumaniaintianisasu
wlasfindlalnaludiSuefiiinainnisunud

AAULE (base-pair substitution) L3ULAY

AUN1IMARDITDY Brown WazAME (2002) 91

ﬁnmmmﬁﬂumumﬂuna;u cyclohexanedione
WAz aryloxyphenoxy propionates Tuiafiz
WANGN 3 wlinfRe g mvnng (Setaria
viridis (L) P. Beauv.), naj1lsd (Lolium
rigidis Gaudin) waz 4171811 (Avena
fatua L) WUIINAlNo09anNiiumuansas
Lﬁmﬁaoﬁ’nmsLﬁmminawﬁ’uf}maaﬁu
ACCase vnliAan3wasunsnasfiluain
isoleucine 1 leucine iaiSsufisufy
aeuzaansnpsdiluludumiadeiiu Tufy
figpunafnsng wmhl,ﬁmn'rinmﬂﬁuf]ﬁ

ALAUILINDBINTRUATAE 31nLAN ATA

(isoleucine) 1l CTA %30 TTA Feitg 2

Table 1. Summary of nucleotide substitutions and amino acid substitutions in normal

maize cells resulting to glufosinate resistant cells (Chompoo and Pornprom, 2008)

Nucleotide substitution Amino acid substitution

Nucleotide
position” Normal cells Resistant cells Normal cells Resistant cells
25 GTT ATT Val lle
208 AAC CAC Asn His
260, 261 AGT ACC Ser Thr
275, 276 AAA AGC Lys Ser
284 ACG AAG Thr Lys
752 GAG GCG Glu Ala
762 GAG GAC Glu Asp
782 AGG AAG Arg Lys
917 AAG AGG Lys Arg
996 GAC GAG Asp Glu

"The numbers refer to partial GS coding sequence of Zea mays L. mRNA for glutamine

synthetase (Genbank accession number D 14578)
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codon azlaswalu leucine wuLdsM

FEUTES Moss WavAME (2003) 16vinng

Wisuisuiug unefiudalaansees o

iauld ACCase Tu black-grass Wug Nott

A1 AFIUNTURTT sethoxydim wazwug 18
TRNA

Oxford S1 M8aULBADNNT WUINNANTS

wasunlasvasnsnazilu isoleucine fidag

Y

@ & &, i v Eaw
Tudugdauuanaediu leucine Tuiudfishu
MuURSAAwLiIfy usnandleinig

euigafunalniuguluseaudoluana

PRSI IUSSTe Filungs. ImidazolinonerRNA |

WUIIRNHULTDIANINFTUMURITNTATTND
i nnsnaneugluseaudiu ALS Wuuuy
msnmﬂﬁ’uﬁmwwzﬂgﬂ (point mutation) iy
WU UNUAESUIN (base-pair substitution)
Tus1y DNA vinlvinseazfilululusdiu
wasuudasly Tesdl Milliman warAmy
(2003) lFFnsa NS uUEasEIh R e
T‘uﬂ@'u Imidazolinone (l§iun &15 imazethapyr
WaY imazamox) Tuvii eastern black-grass
(Alopercurus myosurides Hud)) $1u3u 2 Ty
Tolnd Wawspuisuasunsaaziily wui
Tuﬁm‘ﬁﬁmmumiLﬁmminmaﬁ’uimww:ﬂgﬂ
WWunnunisunufisrduia v ldAanis
Wabuwlavreeaiunsnesiiluain alanine
iy theronine fisuvs 121 wulfsafy
sugarbeet fisuntusamyafoAslungs
Imidazolinone fAAMUMUAR LA Vils
neezfilu threoinine 1y alanine fiduvis

13 (White et al. 2003) ¥fimMswasuulas

3 DAT
N R NT RT N

SDAT

R NT RT
k2

N R NT RT N

R NT RT

Figure 6. Northern hybridization of GS

mRNA in untreated and resistant soybean
cell determined at 3, 5, 7 and 10 days
after treatment with 10° M glufosinate.
N
R

untreated normal cells

resistant cells

NT = normal cells with the
herbicide treatment

RT = resistant cells with the
herbicide treatment (Pornprom et al,
2009)

TuszdudalimanazesBu ALS iedu Fadu
s nangiasidn sRsuaasjizen
s 3 A G % = o 1
MFPUENNTULLULNSPDURUANUDY wuﬂ,ﬂq
mmﬁl"ﬂaamwﬁwumuﬁmﬁﬁﬂi’ﬁﬁﬂﬁ
WBINSANEIUINIUNITREANDDY
mRNA wuiluan1rsilidnisldarsnian

Yooy Tusaaund (Rafseuus) JU5unwu
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n1IaLaENYe9 mRNA udTanugenin g
aelnddueivluadioignumiuans widle
i ”uaﬂ‘sﬁﬂé’ﬂi’mﬁﬁngiw&uw WUIBRANY
fgunuansuasmasUnf (Rafisouws) i
Y5unIa=aNTa9 mRNA anadataiuls
¥n ualduanneiy (Figure 6) WEAIIINTG
lHa1sivafoRsiinasodSununsasanwad
mRNA nnsRIsunalnn1edaiives
anugumuani lursdisumiuanss

Aanssupaviauled GS w N luwadlng

Farfulylditntsasundassunu

]
=]

WhnuneiansmdafeRadviliserdiia
Fuluedrumuasidatofy anafatuly
244 translation ¥i38 posttranslation 7838U
GS Tuzvesnsdaessiieulys GS 9
Wvadasfuniswdsustasmunusiiugas
UfAsaTunstufameviinuzecieulsd Gs
ffunuunisreususetiaufaa T a T
FovhliRsAsunuashigndudelanans

@ ar &

WaTENY (MIDFINITAFIUNIUADEIINIIA

Do

@ o

i) ldunnirluadund (ﬁmﬁdauua)
%aﬁﬂ‘lﬂg’mm@“ﬂaammﬁmmmﬂ"ﬂumums
dosnstdateRnle dotuarsidatoRei
Taignrsadrluvinarsfanssuaaiaulos
GS loviua arvlsAnsluRzfigiuniuans
FAaFIIMIaTINY S9AIWLINENISILEAYDDN
apaoulsddonani Seudifeesldsusns

MdafRonglndium
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ﬂ?ﬂﬂﬂﬂ'\i‘ﬂﬂaa\‘l

N19ADUNUBNYDINTNRNADFITAITA

v
@ @

FoAwiu danuisadesiunalnugiuluy

536‘1’U°‘ﬁ’amﬁuaz°ﬁﬂmaqa Faunszuiung

MAnTunelunatdaianasinnuduy
Fauun nsfinswdsundsesunisdidngi
UfAse v iiiiansnaneWusesiiu ALS
war GS fAflunalnaasarufiuniuans
idafeRslunguiidudonisaironsaocilu

u TuRsumuasida iR =dnnsnaie

@ =

Wuflawizan Adunuunisunuiaduiua

q 9

LY

WaduluuieaIuesdiu ALS uay GS vin (¥l
nslAsuklasninnsaasilunazlasaasig

Tusfuvasiu v lsiiAan1swasuuias

aaa

sundad g dvhugasendunuuns

ADURUDIUBHFADEITANTATYNY AINAYINLH

o a ar Al ¥ 10 ]

msmammwmmgmLmuotﬁmmﬂﬁL’k”n
Upassnssufaneluizlatisssendodnas
Taafinnsuldsundasdundadlmang fdi
ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ%mmaomsﬁLﬁﬂ“ﬁu'[uﬁ‘m”ﬂumums
fda TRy o19iAndulugie translation
Y38 posttranslation 298U ALS uas GS

5oﬁﬂ1ﬂ§aﬂmmaammﬁ”ﬂumumiﬁﬁﬂ

¢

] v <

afnld Falunrsedursnalnfiugiunie
Fuad u,a::‘fiﬂuLaqaﬁLﬁmﬁaoﬁ’umm
FrunuaIsMInSeRNY 8Nt vidnla

ﬁomm@ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁmLﬁﬂmmﬁﬂumumsﬁﬁm

':ie

Ay eflunumdrdgfivniludscynald
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