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Utilization of the Farmers’ Knowledge Demonstration Center in Accessing Aquaculture Technology

: Case Study in the Lower Part of the Northern Region of Thailand

Prachongsak Wongsanga

Fisheries Technology Development and Transfer Bureau, Department of Fisheries,

Kasetsart Campus, Bangkok 10900, Thailand .

ABSTRACT

The study aimed to 1) determine the characteristics relevant to the utilization of the Farmers’
Knowledge Demonstration Center in accessing Aquaculture Technology, 2) study relationship between
factors influencing the utilization of the Farmers’ Knowledge Demonstrati ter and the utilization of
the Farmers’ Knowledge Demonstration Center in accessing Aqu@)l Technology, and 3) identify
problems and suggestions of the farmers on the utilization %ﬁebarmers’ Knowledge Demonstration
Center in accessing Aquaculture Technology of the Sub-HistriCt Agriculture Service and Technology

Transfer. éb

The participant of the study were 12 @ ers from nine provinces in the lower part of the
a

northern region of Thailand, namely N wan, Uthai Thani, Khampangphet, Tak, Sukhothai,

Pisnuloke, Pichit, Petchaboon and Uta{%g wh%were participated in the training project on Aquaculture
Technology at the Farmers’ Demonstration Center in 2004 — 2007 At the end of those training
formers were given somecy&gc ion inputs for trying in their own farms. The multi-stages sampling
technique was used to select farmers for the study. The interviewing questionnaire was developed as tool
for collecting data from the farmers. The statistical analysis used in the study included percentage, mean,
standard deviation, t-test for the study on differences of the mean between 2 groups, and one oneway
anova for the study on differences of the mean of more than 2 groups with the confidence level 0.05.
Pearson’s correlation coefficient was used for the study on relationship with the confidence level 0.01

The study showed that majority of the sampled farmers were male with an average age of 37.91
years old, while majority of them or 46.5 percent completed junior high school. The results further
indicated that 33.3 percent of farmers solely engaged in aquaculture as their occupation. Total monthly
income of 31 percent of the sampled farmers was 7,001-10,000 baht. 30.3 percent of the farmers indicated
that they participated in the training at the Center because they wanted to enhance their knowledge, were

persuaded by friends, and wanted to have friends who have same occupation.



Regarding the utilization of Farmers’ Knowledge Demonstration Center in accessing Aquaculture
Technology, the overall result showed that the utilization of the Center was at the level of “never apply”
for in their farms. However, considering the utilization of Farmers’ Knowledge Demonstration Center for
the purpose development of their occupation, the result showed at the level of “sometimes™ utilized the
Center. Considering the establishment of Aquaculture Farmer’s Network, the result showed that the
utilization of the Center was at the level of “never use” for their implementation.

The study on factors influenced the utilization of Farmers’ Knowledge Demonstration Center
showed that the general characteristics of farmers i.e. sex, age, social status, occupation, income; the use of
production inputs provided to farmers for using at their farms, farmer’s satisfaction in the training at the
Farmers’ Knowledge Demonstration Center and readiness of the Center in providing service to the farmers
had positive relationship with the utilization of the Center by the farmers in accessing Aquaculture
Technology at the confidence level 0.01. %

Finally, the study on problems and suggestions by the farmeg,clz% utilization of the Farmers’
Knowledge Demonstration Center in accessing Aquaculture oé%)%; of the Sub-district Agriculture
Service and Technology Transfer indicated that 3 priori lems were the low development of
technology of the éenter, the species trained for aquacyg: ere different from their cultured species, and
there were no responsible farmer at the Center to pr@ advice and services during their visit.

Q
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