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The objective of this research is to study the knowledge and opinion of journalists regarding the
professional self-regulation under the Press Council of Thailand (PCT). A questionnaire-based survey and
in-depth interviews are used for data collection.

The study finds that the knowledge of the joumnalists on the above topic is related to several factors
including socio-demographic variables like length of empioyment as journalists, level of education, type of
newspaper affiliated, location of work, and professional variables such as membership to a professional
organization, professional ethics, news policy of the affiliated newspaper organization and influence from
advertisers.

Meanwhile, the opinion of journalists on the above topic is found to be related with such factors as
socio-demographic variables like length of employment as journalists, level of education, type of newspaper
affiliated, location of work, and professional variables; that is, possession of a degree in communication or
journalism, membership to a professional organization and influence from advertisers.

The study also finds that most of the journalists studied have thq highest level of knowiedge about
the origin and intent in establishing the Press Council of Thailand (PCT) and the lowest level of knowledge
about the procedure in filing complaints and the enforcement of punishrﬁent at the PCT.

As for their opinions about the topic of self-regulation, most of the journalists studied agree with
positive statements about compliant behavior with or self-conscience about professional ethics, at the
highest and high level. For instance, a statement that indicates that a journalist should be punished with the
most extreme measure by the PCT in case of misbehavior. Meanwhile, the studied journalists agree, at the
medium or low levels, with negative statements about professional misconduct and violation of professional
ethics.

Based on the research findings, it could be argued that the knowledge, opinion and realization of
journalists about the importance of self-regulation under the the PCT may be the results of the following: the
open nature of journalistic profession which does not require a professional degree in the field; the lack of
professional unity; the fact that the PCT does not have much influence, positively or negatively, on its
members, when compared with professional organizations in other fields such as medicine, law, engineer,
and so forth; inadeguate public relations by the PCT, and the insufficient emphasis given about the PCT by

academic programs in communication and journalism curriculum.



