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The objective of this experimental research is to study how the on-line news writing styles, namely
the linear and non-linear forms, affect readers’ comprehension, recall, and satisfaction. Two experiments
were administered. In the first experiment, 120 subjects were asked to read hard news and soft news written
in the linear and non-linear forms. The subjects were divided into 4 groups of 30, then asked to read news
according to the news types that interested them and news stories which they like after that. As for the
second experiment, a sample of 60 from the different age groups, which are those under 18 years oid and
those over 36, were asked to read on-line news written in the linear and non-linear forms. They were divided
into 4 groups of 15 and asked to read on-line news stories of preference, regardless of the news types. After
the subjects from both experiments finished reading, two tests, one measured comprehension and recall and

the other media use behavior and satisfaction, were assigned to each of them to complete.

Results show that:

1. The different on-line news writing styles do not have an effect on the readers’ comprehension.
In addition, no interaction is found betweén the writing styles and the news types as well as the writing styles
and age.

2. The different on-ine news writing styles cause the readers to recall the news stories differently in the
first experiment. Besides, there is no interactive effect between the writing styles and age.

3. The different on-line news writing styles affect the readers® satisfaction 6f news stories. In the first
experiment, the on-line news readers are more satisfied with the overall linear wiiting styles of on-line news
websites than the non-linear. Moreover, there is an interaction between the writing styles and the news types
which affects the readers’ satisfaction in their navigation controlling ability. In the second experiment, the
readers from the different age groups are more satisfied with the positioning of text and other contents
relating to the news stories in the non-linear than the linear. Another  interaction takes place between the

writing styles and disorientation of the readers from different age groups.



