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This research attempts to test if writing style affects the way readers perceive source
credibility and how it affects the comprehens;ion of the readers.

This experimental study involved two groups of subjects with 72 subjects each (familiar
with business news and unfamiliar with business news). Each subject reads two business news
stories written in different news styles in a random sequence, one written in simple style and the
other written in complicated style. After the subject finished reading their assignments, their
comprehension, their interest in the news stories and their perception of source credibility were
measured.

Results are as follows:

1) The readers evaluate the author of the simple style higher in expertise than the author of the
complicated style. 2) There is no interaction effect between writing styles and readers’ familiar
with business news level on the perception of source credibility. 3) There is no interaction effect
between writing styles and source of news on the perception of source credibility.  4) The
comprehension score of simple business news writing style is higher than that of the complicated
business news writing style. 5) The readers rate the simple business news writing style more
interesting than the complicated one. There are the interaction effects between of the news
writing style and readers’ familiar with business news. The mean difference between the simple
writing style and complicated writing style of the readers who are unfamiliar with business news

is higher than that of those who are familiar with business news.



