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The objective of this research is to study the construction of reality as presented in war
news between the United States of America and Iraq of Thai newspapers. The methodology used
is the content analysis and in-depth interview. The newspapers investigated are the Thairath,
Kom Chad Luek, Mathichon, and Manager. Only news columns were examined from the
newspapers on January 1" to December 31% 2003. In addition, the interviews were conducted

with the war news reporters to explore the factors contributing to the construction of reality.

Results show that the newspapers constructed reality by the use of language consisting
of both positive and negative connotations about the war, the United States, lrag, and Thailand.
The reality in the news is constructed depending on the degree of conflicts between the two
nations and the different styles of story-telling. However, all of the f_our newspapers do not give
clear meanings about which side is the protagonist or the !antagonist. The meaning demonstrates
that the contrasting roles constantly shift from one side to another, depending on the situations of
the various degrees of conflict. In addition, four factors contributing to the construction of reality
are found which are the news sources, perspectives and attitudes of the reporters, reporting
experiences, knowledge about media literacy, and composing styie to make the news exciting

and interesting.

Furthermore, results show that all of the four newspapers use the some sources in
reporting the war news between the United States of America and Irag. The major sources are

the AP, AFP, and Reuters. Moreover, the only Arab source the used is Al-Jaseera.





