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The thesis aims to critically present views points, and understandings of Comr'r£1ic]a;tion Arts students at
Chulalongkorn and Thammasat Universities about the annual stage production. In so doing, the research illustrates
strategic planning and development of theatre productions at the two above mentioned institutions during 1987-2003.
The interviews conducted in this research include face-to-face and focus group discussion between students who
participate in the annual stage productions. The analysis of contents of the stage productions over the period
between 1987-2003 can be summarized in the following:

1.The objective of the annual stage production of Communication Arts students at Chulalongkorn University
is to provide an activity for alt students in the facuity to participate. The productions encouraged students to have
positive thinking towards the projects which has derived initially from the setting of theme then the structure of the
productions. In addition, comic relief is used as generate entertainment as well as an emphasis on the points which
the production hopes to get across.The recent productions are firstly prepared by the style/plotitheme, then pace of
the story and lastly the details are organized.

Annual stage production at Thammasat University's Journalism and Mass Communication is also
representative of the students work which is shown to the general public. Previously these productions tend to be
related to serious subject matters, however, since the students want the production to have wider appeal to the
public, the recent productions can be seen as more entertaining.The recént production.s are still firstly prepared by
theme/plot and the details.

This researcher has found that these institutions are faced with the lack of support from the university
bodies, lack of availability of practice/ show space and lack of understanding from professors and academics
alike.However,the students who part take in this activity are found to have received the experiences of working in
teamwork environment,developing creativity, social attributes and spiritual value.

2.The annual stage productions of Communication Arts students at Chulalongkorn University have largely
base on the interplay between Good and Evil, Dream and Fantasy in melodrama. Casts usually consists of 30-50
actors and actresses. The productions seem to be high in entertainment value but low in social commentaries, and
this trend is likely to continue.

The stage production of Journalism and Mass Communication students at Thammasat University is
conceptualized from subjective view points about social matters and is portrayed through modified realism approach

with 7-15 cast members. In these productions the acting is emphasized while entertainment is a second priority.





