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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to 1) study key successful characteristics
according to SME entrepreneurs’ attitudes in Lop Buri Province, and 2) compare SME
entrepreneurs’ characteristics when they were classified by gender, age, education,
basic occupational skill, type of business, period of operating business, occupation
before becoming an entrepreneur, monthly income before becoming an entrepreneur,
and reason to become an entrepreneur. The sample numbered 253 SME entrepreneurs
who were members of the Institute for Small and Medium Enterpriées Development
(ISMED). The research instrument was a questionnaire designed by the researcher with
a reliability of 0.83. The data were analyzed in terms of frequency, percentage, mean,
standard deviation, t-test, one-way ANOVA, and Fisher’s Least — Significant Difference:
LSD.

The findings of this research were:

1. in the whole, all 6 key successful characteristics were rated at the highest
level. The key characteristic which had the highest mean value was willing to take a
risk. Then, it was being an innovative person. Finally, there were 2 characieristiés
having the lowest mean value of an entrepreneur. An entrepreneur was a competitive
person and also had achievement characteristics.

2. from the aforementioned characteristics ~ willing to take a risk, being an
innovative person, being a competitive person, and having achievement characteristics,
the researcher found out that entrepreneurs were different in these characteristics at a
significance level of .05 when they were classified by age. In addition they were
different at a significance level of .001 when they were classified by type of their
business, period of business operation, occupation before becoming an entrepreneur,
monthly income before becoming an entrepreneur, and reason to become an
entrepreneur. However, classified by education and basic occupational skill, they were

not different in these characteristics.





