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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study children and youth’s gambling behavior in order
to identify a number of factors, including the relationship between gambling factors and behavior, the
impact of gambling, and the relationship between gambling behavior and its consequences on young
people in Bangkok area. Quantitative and qualitative research were conducted. The sample comprised
400 children and youth between the ages of 15 and 25 and focus group discussion of 20 children from
Bangkok area.

The research found that social factor which young people’s decision to be a gambler at the highest

level was that most of their friends were gamblers. The most influenced structural factor was information
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on places and methods of gambling. The factor of attitude and motivation in becoming gamblers which
influenced at the highest level was that gambling was a mean of making money and on the other hand, it
was also a mean of getting money back. In terms of impact on physical and mental health, young adults
wanted to quit gambling but couldn’t do due to stress and prevailing feelings of loss of confidence. In
terms of relationships with family members and society, young adults resorted to cheat their families,
which led to conflicts and quarrels when money was borrowed or was stolen for gambling. In terms of
negative impact on young adults’ education, there were some cases of missing classes, falling asleep during
studying, bad school records, being warned by teachers and family members, being arrested because of

gambling and tendencies toward other risky behaviors such as addiction to smoking sigarette drinking

alcohol and other types of addiction.

Keyword : factors affecting gambling, gambling behavior, gambling impact
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