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A Problem of Pronouncing Chinese Phonetic Alphabets of Kanchanaburi

Rajabhat University Students.
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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the students’ problem of pronunciation of Chinese phonetic alpha-
bets, to identify the causes of why the students cannot pronounce correctly, and to improve the teaching
effectiveness. The sample consisted of 38 students. The test and the questionnaire were used to collect
data.

The result shows that students have problem on pronouncing Chinese phonetic consonants,
vowels and tones. About the problem of consonants, students cannot pronounce zh sh ch r z ¢ s and
they read the consonant g as in English. Students cannot pronounce Chinese single vowels, such as a

e iuen un eng. Also, they cannot read compound vowels ia and ie. In pronounciation test regarding to
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single-syllable words and two- syllable words, students pronounce xiéng as a two-syllable word. And also
students cannot pronounce the words ju jué and érzi correctly. In addition, students cannot pronounce
a word in the sentence. For example, QTngvvén canting zai nar? students cannot pronounce canting,
etc. About the tones, students cannot pronounce low tones; they cannot change tones correctly
when there are 3" tones together in the sentence; students have pronouncing difficulty in 2™ and 3"
tone. The factors affecting the problem are 1) confusion between Chinese and English pronunciation
2) students are not familiar with Chinese pronunciation which has never been used in Thai. 3) the difficulty
and complexity of Chinese Phonetic Alphabet. 4) impact from the local Chinese-based communication

in Chinese families 5) lack of a good environment for learning the Chinese phonetic pronunciation and

6) students are inattention to practice pronouncing Chinese alphabets.

Keywords : pronunciation, Chinese phonetic alphabets, students
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