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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to 1) compare pre-study and post-study scores of
Mathayomsuksa 2 students of competence in reading for main idea, when they are
taught using a graphic organizer, 2) compare pre-study and post-study scores of
Mathayomsuksa 2 students of competence in reading for main idea, when they are
taught using a conventional approach, 3) compare the scores of the respective
approaches, and 4) compare the students’ attitudes when they are taught using the
respective approaches. The sample group was 50 students during the first semester of
the 2008 academic year at Nongjokprachanusorn School, Ban Rai District, under Uthai
Thani Educational Service Area Office 2. The sample was divided into 2 equal groups
and selected by simple random sampling. One group was the experimental group
taught using a graphic organizer and the other was the control group taught using a
conventional approach. The instruments used composed of 1) a learning plan using a
graphic organizer, 2} a learning plan using a conventional approach, 3) a competence
test of reading for the main idea, and 4) an attitude test towards learning English. The
data were analyzed in terms of mean, standard deviation. and t-test.

The findings of this research were:

1. the competence in reading for the main idea of the students taught using a
graphic organizer was higher than before the experiment at a significance level of .05.

2. the competence in reading for the main idea of the students taught using a

conventional approach was higher than before the experiment at a significance level of .05.



3. the competence in reading for the main idea of the students taught using a
graphic corganizer was higher than that of the students taught using a conventional
approach at a significance level of .05.

4. the attitude towards learning English of the students taught using a graphic
organizer was higher than that of the students taught using a conventional approach at

a significance level of .05.
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