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The objective of this research was to develop the local curriculum entitied “Thai
Rice” for Prathomsuksa 4 students, Suphan Buri Province. The development had 4
stages: 1) studying basic information, 2) developing the curriculum, 3) experimenting the
curriculum, and 4) evaluating. The sample taken using a simple random sampling was
35 Prathomsuksa 4/3 students from Anuban Somdetprawannarat School, Sam Chuk
District, Suphan Buri Province, during the academic year 2009. The instruments used
for this research were an interview form, a questionnaire, a focus group conversation, a
curriculum evaluation form, a learning achievement test with a reliability of 0.82, a
practical skill evaluation form, and an attitude test towards Thai rice. The data were
analyzed in terms of mean, standard deviation, t-test, and content analysis.
The research results were as follows:

1. from studying basic information, the researcher found that the school
should arrange education to fit to the community’s needs in order that students can
learn their local wisdom from direct experience which would help them to love and be
proud of their communities. All participants agreed that the school should develop the
local curriculum entitled “Thai Rice” and should have suitable activities for students.

2. from the development, the local curriculum entitled “Thai Rice” consisted
of principles, vision, objectives, student’ capabilities, desired characteristics, learning
standard and indicators, course description, curriculum structure, content, period of
studying, leaming activities, instructional media and sources, measurement and
evaluation, and 10 learning plans. The content consisted of Thai rice history, rice

culture, kind of rice, equipment for farming, rice planting, revolution of kinds of Thai rice,
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rice consumption, product and processed product, selling Thai rice, and Thai rice

‘conservation. Experts evaluated that the curriculum had the index of consistence of

0.80-1.00.

3. the researcher experimented the curriculum with the students for 8 weeks,
totaling 16 hours both theoretical part and practical part. The result was the students
had more knowledge and understanding. Observing the students’ behaviors, the
researcher found that they were interested and paid much attention in studying. The
environment in studying was fun. Teachers had various activities — child centered
learning as well as students were able to do activities well.

4. for the measurement and evaluation, the students had higher leaming
achievement at a significance level of .01. The students were able to do the sowing and
processing rice activities very well. They had a positive attitude towards Thai rice.
However, there were some improvements. The 4" (rice planting) and 8" (product and
processed product) learning plans should be increased in studying time from 4 hours to
5 hours and from 2 hours to 3 hours, respectively. These improvements would help all
students to be able to do the activities which would help them to love and realize the

value c_)f Thai rice.





